CALDER

HIGH SCHOOL
EVERYBODY, EVERYDAY

Pupils behave well in lesson
and when moving around the school
OFSTED, 2017

Pupils really do value the amount
of help and support that members of
staff provide. They know that there is
always an adult on hand to help
in times of need
OFSTED, 2017

WE ARE CALDER
LEARNING TRUST
The Calder Learning Trust is an all-through school, providing an excellent
standard of education for students from 4-16 years. There are two phases to
our school: Calder Primary School for ages 4-11 and Calder High School for
ages 11-16. Whilst each phase is distinct, they blend seamlessly into one
learning community, offering fantastic opportunities for all our students.
Situated in the heart of Pennine Yorkshire, in the village of Mytholmroyd, The
Calder Learning Trust serves the Calder Valley community and is ideally
situated both close to the countryside and with easy transport links to towns
and cities for varied learning opportunities outside of the classroom.
At Calder Learning Trust we strive for everybody, everyday to be and do their
very best. We ensure that each student is valued and supported in their
learning to achieve their dreams, aspirations and full potential.
Through a varied and stimulating curriculum, we aim to equip our students
with the skills, resilience and confidence to achieve excellence in academic,
creative and sporting activities and to develop their cultural appreciation and
acceptance at each stage in their educational journey, so that they are ready
to succeed in an ever-changing world.
We look forward to welcoming you to our school and working alongside you at each stage in your child s
education and development.
Mr A. Guise: Head of Calder Learning Trust

THE CALDER EXPERIENCE
Choosing a secondary school for your child is a very important decision and we hope that, like us, you feel that
Calder High School is the right place for your child. We pride ourselves on the academic progress our students make,
the range of enrichment opportunities available to children throughout their Calder journey and most importantly
the social, emotional and well-being support we provide that is so important for success at secondary school.

WITHIN THE CURRICULUM
Future Year 7 students have their first experience of our curriculum in the Summer Term of Year 6 when they
spend a day living life as a Calder student. The Calder curriculum provides rigour and flexibility through the
delivery of a wide range of subjects, qualifications and pathways meaning all our students fully engage in their
learning. Our faculties are staffed by subject specialists who are qualified to teach all ages and levels of attainment
and the provision of high quality learning experiences (known as EPIC lessons that involve engagement, pace,
imagination and innovation, challenge and creativity ) is a focus for all teachers.
In Year 7, students join a mixed ability Form Group, with whom they will stay to the end of Key Stage 3.
Throughout the first year, students have lessons as a Form Group for all subjects apart from English, Mathematics
and Science, where students are taught in sets based on current attainment.
Students study all three ‘Humanities’ subjects (History, Geography and Religious Studies) as separate lessons.
This is also the case for the Expressive Arts subjects of Art, Drama and Music. In addition, students follow a single
language throughout Key Stage 3 which is Spanish. The Technology Faculty provision of Catering, Design
Technology, Textiles and Graphic Products is taught on a rotation so that students get to experience each
specialism over the course of their first year. The Year 7 curriculum also includes ICT and Computer Programming
and Physical Education. Finally, a daily tutor period is used to cover all aspects of spiritual, moral, cultural and
social education including matters of personal development including careers information and guidance.

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT
Calder High School is a fully comprehensive school and we are very proud of the significant improvements we
have made in recent years, placing us amongst the top schools nationally for student progress.
Through aspirational target-setting, clear tracking of student achievement and regular progress reports, we work in
partnership with both students and parents to ensure students are well supported in reaching high standards of
academic achievement.
Our broad and balanced curriculum, and Core + programme at Key Stage 4, means that a high percentage of our
students achieve the English Baccalaureate qualification, reflecting year on year improvements in examination
success across English, Mathematics, Science, the Humanities and Modern Foreign Languages.

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT AND
STUDENT SUPPORT
The process of transition from primary school to secondary school is a big deal for both children and parents. It is
for this reason that we work hard to provide a comprehensive and effective transition programme. The success of
what we do is evidenced by the seamless transition that the vast majority of students have from a wide variety of
primary school backgrounds. One of the highlights of the transition programme is the highly popular, week-long,
Summer School available to all who will be joining Year 7 in September.
Throughout their time at Calder High School, all children form a close bond with their Form Tutor and Head of Year
and it is this personal point of contact that is so vital for on-going success at secondary school. Our committed and
experienced pastoral team ensures that every student feels safe, confident and ready to learn and enjoy their time
with us.
All students are allocated a place in one of four houses Hardcastle, Shibden, Stoodley and Wainhouse. Students are
able to support their house in a wide variety of academic and extra-curricular ways throughout the year. A vertical
house system generates a sense of identity and pride and complements the horizontal system of form groups and
year groups.
In recent years we have been proud that all Year 7 students follow a PIXL Personal Development award, known
as the Calder Edge, as part of their tutor programme. This award gives students the ability to develop their
Leadership, Organisational, Resilience, Initiative and Communication (LORIC) skills both inside and outside the
classroom. Evidence is documented over a period of time and students that successfully complete the programme
are awarded with an externally accredited Apprentice Level certificate at a Graduation ceremony.
Listening to the opinions of our students is a very important part of school improvement, and the role of student
voice given by our House Prefects that attend the School Council is very much valued. Such involvement not only
improves the quality of the student experience, but also assists in the development of leadership skills in young
people. Our students are eloquent, creative and proactive and are a pleasure to work alongside.

BEYOND THE CURRICULUM
Enrichment opportunities outside the classroom are an integral part of the personal and educational development of
all children. They assist in the development of independence, self-confidence, teamwork and leadership skills while
also give the chance for staff and students to get to know each other in a non-classroom setting.
The school is proud of the range of opportunities offered to students and is continuing to work on how the existing
programme can be further developed in the future. Put simply, there is something for everyone, no matter what
their interests and talents, from music, drama, dance, hobby-based clubs and sporting activities to local, national
and international visits of both an academic and recreational character.
In the last year alone, Calder students of all ages have visited many local attractions and destinations further
afield including London, Blackpool, The Lake District, France, Spain and Ghana to mention just a few!

I came from a very small primary school and only knew
two other students in my year group. However, I went
to the Summer School, which was great and got to know
loads of other students before I had my first day in
September. I ve really enjoyed my first year at secondary
school and it s great to have more boys in my class for the
Year 7 Student
first time in a long time!

Calder High offers a lot of sporting opportunities that
have really catered for my interests. I am a member
of both the school hockey and netball teams. I would
highly recommend Calder High as a school as it is really
supportive and there is always something to do after the
bell goes at the end of the day
Year 9 Student
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