
 

 

 

22 October 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I am writing to inform you of the plans for the November mock examinations and our forthcoming 
Year 11 Parents Evening. Firstly though, I wanted to say how impressed we have been with the start 
that Year 11 have made this year. They have had a very disrupted education in the last two years, 
with uncertainties about their courses and examinations, and this has clearly not gone away, yet they 
have come in to this term focused and determined to make the most of their final year with us. 
 
Parents Evening 

 
The Year 11 Parents Evening will take place over two evenings on Tuesday, 9 November 
(Hardcastle and Wainhouse houses) and Wednesday, 17 November. (Shibden and Stoodley 
houses). Following positive feedback on the system last year, we have decided to continue to host 
Parents Evenings as ‘virtual events’, using the Schoolcloud video conferencing software. 
 
The Parents Evening Booking system will open on Monday, 25 October at 8.00 am. Please use this 
link to create your appointments as normal - https://calder.schoolcloud.co.uk/. Once you have made 
your appointments you will be sent an e-mail with a link to access your appointments for the evening. 
Please click on the following link should you wish to access a parental support guide - 
https://support.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/category/823-video-parents-evenings. 
 
In advance of this evening your child’s most recent tracking information will be sent to you on 
Friday, 5 November. Discussions with subject teachers will be five minutes in duration, and will 
focus on student effort and application in school, and preparations for Mock Exams. As you may have 
experienced last year, conversations will need to be succinct as there is a ‘timer cut off’ at the end of 
each booked session. Having said this, our use of this system so far has been highly successful and 
very popular with both parents and staff. 
 
Mock Examinations 
 
An overall mock timetable is attached with this letter – your child will receive a personalised timetable 
closer to the start date, but I should advise that all students will sit exams in Maths, Science and 
English, along with option subjects as shown. Along with this letter, you should also receive a Year 11 
assessment booklet, with tips for revision and details of the content that should be studied for each 
exam. 
 
Listening assessments in Spanish and French begin on Monday, 1 November. The main 
examinations begin on Monday, 22 November. Practical examinations in Music, Drama, Art, 
Textiles and Photography will take place outside of the two-week examination period. 
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Before each exam students will meet and register in the Theatre. For morning exams, the Theatre will 
be open from 8.15 am. Students should arrive before 8.35 am like a normal school day. For afternoon 
exams, Year 11 will be moved onto the first lunch sitting, from 12.25 - 1.05 pm and students should 
make their way to the Theatre immediately after lunch to register for afternoon exams. This offers all 
students the opportunity to relax and focus before exams, along with confirming their seat number. 
 
Mobile phones must be switched off and placed in bags before entering the exams room. Examination 
boards take this extremely seriously and, in ‘final’ exams, can cancel papers should this not be 
adhered to. Any phone possession or usage identified during the Mock Exams will be treated as a 
disciplinary matter to encourage compliance with this important rule.  
 
Please be aware that wristwatches are now also banned from use in exams. In the past, students 
were allowed to place watches on the desks in front of them while they worked, but with the 
introduction of smartwatches and following incidents of cheating in other schools, exam boards have 
made the decision to treat watches in the same way as mobile phones.  
 
We hope that parents will emphasise the importance of the Mock Exams and encourage a rigorous 
programme of revision. The mock grades are used to plan future interventions and support us in 
writing college applications from January. While we hope that there is no further disruption to exams 
as a result of the COVID pandemic, the last two years has shown us that we can never be sure and 
mock exams have, for the last two years, also played a part in the determination of teacher assessed 
grades. With this in mind, I will be urging all the Year 11 students to take their exams seriously and 
revise appropriately for them.  
 
Extra revision sessions will continue in the lead up to the exams. English sessions are every Thursday 
from 3.00 - 4.00 pm. Maths takes place on Wednesday 3.00 - 4.00 pm, and Science on Tuesday and 
Thursday 7.30am - 8.30 am, and Monday 3.00 - 4.00 pm. Non-core subjects also host revision 
sessions throughout the week. These extra sessions help to increase attainment and improve student 
confidence. 
 
With best wishes and many thanks for your continued support, 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

R A Gray 
 
Mr. R Gray 
Deputy Headteacher



 

 

 


