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The principles which underpin the process are:

• Clarity and simplicity – we want the process to be as clear and easily 
understood as possible.

• Transparency – we will be open about why we are doing what we are 
doing.

• Opportunity – Students should have as much opportunity as possible 
to show us what they can do.

• Fairness - The grades students receive should be a reflection of their 
ability.

Our Principles for Centre Assessed 
Grades



https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/JCQ-Guidance-for-Students-and-Parents-on-Summer-2021.pdf

https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/JCQ-Guidance-for-Students-and-Parents-on-Summer-2021.pdf


Year 11 Programme since end of 
lockdown
Stage Teaching and Assessment Programme Timing

1 Return to school. Curriculum coverage continues to 

ensure sufficient content has been covered to enable 

students to progress with the next stage of your 

education.

Monday 8th

March -Thursday 

1st April 

(Easter holiday)

2 Curriculum consolidates prior learning with a 

programme of revision working towards a set of agreed 

assessments. Some in-class assessment and practical

assessments in creative subjects.

Monday 19th

April - Friday 

14th May

3 Guided Centre Assessments to take place over a two 

week period to be used as part of a portfolio of 

evidence towards centre assessed grades.

Monday 17th May 

- Friday 28th May



Why have a summer assessment 
series?

• It provides us all with an end goal – something to work 
towards for the rest of the year.

• It allows students opportunities to provide more evidence of 
the grades that they deserve.

• Many students missed mock exams as they were ill or self 
isolating.

• Mock exams were taken when we still thought the real 
exams were going ahead.

• It allows us to put in place proper access arrangements for 
those with additional needs.







Isn’t this just the same as GCSE 
exams?

No – there are crucial differences

• Performance in the summer assessments will form 
only a part of a final GCSE or vocational grade.

• Students will be given clear information about what 
topics will be on the papers.

• They will not necessarily assess the whole GCSE 
course.



Ofqual’s guidance states: 

“Teachers can use evidence of a student’s performance from 
throughout the course to inform their judgement.“

“As far as possible, teachers should use the same types of 
evidence to form a judgment.”

and

“Teachers must assess their students’ performance, only on what 
content has been delivered to them by their teachers, to 
determine the grade each student should receive”

How will the full grade evidence be 
determined?



Information Booklet – Friday 23rd April



Determining the final grade

Staff are asked to make: 

“A holistic judgement of each student’s performance on a range of 
evidence relating to the qualification’s specification content that 
they have been taught (either in the classroom or via remote 
learning). Teachers can use evidence of a student’s performance 
from any point during the course of study, provided they are 
confident that it reflects the student’s own work.

Centres should aim to base their judgments on high quality 
evidence that clearly relates to the specification, in terms of both 
content and assessment.”



Worked Examples – Student 1

Evidence Grade/Mark Comments

Assessment 
checkpoint 1 
(Oct 20)

26/40 grade 4/5 boundary

Mock exam ( Nov 20) 4 Student self isolated in 
week prior to mocks

In class assessment 
(April 20)

6

Summer assessment
series ( May 21)

Paper 1 – 29/40 – Grade 6
Paper 2 – 32/40 – Grade 7 32 judged to be just inside 

boundary for a grade 7

Using exam board grade descriptors and exemplars to underpin their judgement, 
and taking all the evidence into account, the student is assigned a grade 6.



Worked Examples – Student 2

Evidence Grade/Mark Comments

End of topic tests
Y10

Average of grade 6 Student did not have 
appropriate access 
arrangements

Assessment 
checkpoint 1 
(Oct 20)

36/40 grade 8/9 boundary

Mock exam ( Nov 20) 8

In class assessment 
(April 20)

7

Summer assessment
series ( May 21)

Paper 1 – 33/40 – Grade 7
Paper 2 – 35/40 – Grade 8

Using exam board grade descriptors and exemplars to underpin their judgement, 
and taking all the evidence into account, the student is assigned a grade 8.



Evidence Grade/Mark Comments

Unit 1 Level 2 Merit Grade cashed in as part of 2020 
exam arrangements

Assessment 
checkpoint 1 
(Oct 20)

22/40 Level 2 Pass

In class assessment 
(April 20)

Level 2 Merit Assessment of Learning Aim A 
only, as work for learning aim B is 
incomplete.

Summer assessment
series ( May 21)

No assessment sat in 
this series

Exam board standards verification is used to underpin the judgement, and 
taking all the evidence into account, following the Centre Policy, the student is 
assigned a Level 2 Merit.

Worked Examples – Student 3 
(BTEC qualification)



Worked Examples – Student 4

Evidence Grade/Mark Comments

End of topic tests
Y10

Average of grade 7

Assessment 
checkpoint 1 
(Oct 20)

31/40 grade 7/8 boundary

Mock exam ( Nov 20) 7

In class assessment 
(April 20)

6

Summer assessment
series ( May 21)

Paper 1 – 25/40 – Grade 5
Paper 2 – 32/40 – Grade 7

Despite a dip in performance for the summer assessment series, the full range of 
evidence is considered and the student has demonstrated enough evidence to be 
assigned a grade 7.



Quality Assurance of Grading

“Overall, it will be no easier or harder for a student to achieve 
a particular grade this year compared to previous years.”

We will make every effort to be fair to students and judge  
performance in light of the real disruption  faced in the last 
two years.

Experienced members of staff will ensure training, 
standardisation of marking and moderation of grading takes 
place

Once the grades have been submitted, SLT will assess the 
grades against the performance of prior cohorts to ensure 
that they are not too harsh or too lenient.



The results day will be Thursday
12th August for GCSEs and other 
Level 2 qualifications.  

Students will start the next 
academic year in new sixth forms, 
colleges or apprenticeships as 
normal.

Results Day



Thank-you for listening – Any further 
questions?


