
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
  
 
  

 
 
 

29 June 2020 
 
Dear all 
 
I hope you are all safe and well and managing to navigate through the rapidly changing 
rules of lockdown. We are in daily receipt of updates from the Department for Education 
who assure us that ‘guidance on preparing for September, curriculum expectations for the 
new academic year and further details on arrangements for assessments and qualifications’ 
will be with schools before the end of the summer term! As soon as we have clarity on what 
the start of the new school year in September, please be assured that we will pass it on to 
you as a matter of urgency. 
 
As we have come to the end of our second week of ‘wider opening’ I wanted to update you 
on what we are planning for the remaining 3 weeks of what will hopefully be our last term in 
lockdown. The wider opening of Calder Primary has gone really well with pupils adapting 
well to the new ways of working. I would like to pass on my sincere thanks and gratitude to 
teaching, support, site and cleaning staff who have done an amazing job in ensuring the 
school has been able to welcome back so many of our primary pupils and to you who have 
negotiated our staggered start and end times, trusted in our plans and have made all our 
efforts so worthwhile. 
The second cohort of Year 10 students have completed their block of face-to-face support 
and have approached each session with real enthusiasm now they have gotten back into the 
routines of school. It has been a real pleasure to see so many of them back in school and I 
hope that you will continue to support the measures we have in place and support the next 
2 cohorts as they get used to an earlier start! Staff have expressed how well Year 10 have 
done in their sessions and how much they have missed being back in front of a class and 
are crossing their fingers for a full return in September. 
 
While some of our young people have been able to come to school, all staff have been 
continuing with remote teaching as the predominant mode of education in line with the 5 
principles we set out under the ‘wider opening’ guidance. This has meant that more 
secondary staff are running live lessons on Microsoft Teams. This method of teaching has 
been met with a mixed response from students and I would like you to make attendance at 
these lessons a priority for the next 3 weeks. Staff will send the lesson invites out through 
students’ school Office 365 emails in line with the Teams guidance that has been sent out 
and is available on the school website. Unfortunately, live Teams lessons are only available 
for secondary students as due to the staffing ratios required to meet the COVID-19 risk 
assessments, all primary staff are in school in their allocated ‘bubbles’. 
 
With the end of this challenging school year swiftly approaching, we will be sending out 
school reports in that last week. The reports will be slightly different this year due to 
changes in legislation and the implications of lockdown on continuous education. The 
reports will summarise progress made in the first 2 terms and then, for secondary students, 
engagement with remote learning in term 3. There will then be a comment from the form 
tutor/class teacher. During w/c 13th July, we will be making amendments to the remote 



 
 

 

 

learning provision to allow form tutors to have face-to-face meetings (via Microsoft Teams) 
with each member of their form group. With all Calder Primary staff in school as part of 
wider opening, we are continuing with the weekly ‘zoom’ chats for pupils in all primary year 
groups and will aim to offer either an email, telephone or ‘zoom’ consultation if there are 
specific concerns that parents would like to discuss with the class teacher. I am aware that 
some parents have been asking for more personalised contact with individual teachers and 
we have been working in the confines of the government schemes to provide ICT support 
where it is most needed to ensure that our education and support offer continues to be as 
inclusive and as equitable as we can make it. With so many young people continuing their 
education on-line, the Department for Education release updated guidance on how to keep 
young people safe on-line which can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-keeping-children-safe-
online/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-parents-and-carers-to-keep-children-safe-online 
 
I do appreciate the frustrations that lockdown has caused for many of you and I am acutely 
aware of the concerns regarding not only academic progress but social development and 
mental well-being also. Our Primary team and Secondary Heads of Department have been 
working hard on their curriculum planning for next year, adjusting teaching sequences and 
trying to take into account any potential areas that might need extra support or input. To 
that end, we are waiting for the curriculum directives from the Department of Education to 
finalise our plans for next year that not only aim to plug those learning gaps but also 
supports the social, emotional and well-being needs of our young people from across the 
trust. 
 
I am very conscious that this whole period has been very unsettling for Year 11 students 
who should have just finished taking their GCSE exams and are missing out on the 
traditional leaving events. I would like to reassure Year 11 students that they are still very 
much in our thoughts and Mr Washington, Assistant Headteacher, is currently looking at the 
calendar and exploring opportunities for Year 11 Prom and Awards Evening. GCSE results 
day is still Thursday 20th August and Mr Kenworthy will be contacting you all soon with the 
arrangements for the day once we have received further details from the exam boards. 
Likewise for our Year 6 students, I know Miss Smith and Mrs Lambert are planning adapted 
leavers’ celebration and awards events for Year 6 and supporting their transition to Year 7.  
 
The local authority have asked that we share with you concerns from the Health and Safety 
team in regard to open water swimming, particularly with the improvements in the weather! 
 
‘Each year over 400 people drown in open water, with 40-50 of them being children.  The 
total number is more than that of people killed each year in the workplace.  Given that most 
secondary aged students are not in school and the weather this week is forecast to be 
particularly warm, I recommend that safety information is shared with students to try and 
ensure the risk is minimised.’ 
  
https://www.rospa.com/leisure-safety/Water/Advice/Children-Young-People 
  
https://www.rospa.com/leisure-safety/Water/Advice/Children-Young-People/Water-Wise-
Quiz 
  
http://www.rnss.co.uk/pdf/The%20Water%20Safety%20Code.pdf 
  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-keeping-children-safe-online/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-parents-and-carers-to-keep-children-safe-online
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-keeping-children-safe-online/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-parents-and-carers-to-keep-children-safe-online
https://www.rospa.com/leisure-safety/Water/Advice/Children-Young-People
https://www.rospa.com/leisure-safety/Water/Advice/Children-Young-People/Water-Wise-Quiz
https://www.rospa.com/leisure-safety/Water/Advice/Children-Young-People/Water-Wise-Quiz
http://www.rnss.co.uk/pdf/The%20Water%20Safety%20Code.pdf


 
 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/search?sxsrf=ALeKk02t4BAaq4ZkjWUVKTw2ud23j3PGBQ:159299
3467847&source=univ&tbm=isch&q=water+safety+code+for+cubs&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwio
-J6Om5rqAhVSXMAKHY2NCCYQsAR6BAgJEAE&biw=1366&bih=625 
 
 
Finally, I would like to thank you all for your ongoing support over the recent months. The 
challenges have only seemingly increased as lockdown measures have been eased and 
many of us now having to juggle work, childcare and the ongoing remote learning. I’m sure 
we’re all looking forward to the full reopening of not just school but society as a whole and 
until then… 
 
Take care and stay safe. 
 
 
Anthony Guise 
 
Headteacher 
 
The Calder Learning Trust 
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