
 

Calder Learning Trust: Parent Update 

Site and Buildings 

The next few months will prove to be very exciting times for us at The Calder Learning Trust. 

We have a number of projects commencing and we would like to update you with their 

progress. 

New Teaching Block 

On the 1st April, work commences on the new secondary teaching block located on the current 

site of the staff car park on Brier Hey Lane. Consequently, that carpark will be out of 

commission from the 1st April 2019. We have a temporary carpark located at the top of Brier 

Hey Lane behind the tennis courts. Please can we ask that students who are driven to school 

are dropped off at the industrial park on Burnley Road where there is plenty of space to drop 

off/turn round. Brier Hey Lane will be extremely busy and congested in the mornings. Also, can 

I ask that where possible, we are considerate of our neighbours and the community around 

school when parking on both sides of the school. This work should be completed by September 

2019 

 

This is an artist impression and not the final design 

Diner Extension 



In June 2019 construction begins on an extension to the diner. As many of you will know the 

original diner was designed in 1956 for approximately 500 students. The extension will 

significantly increase the capacity and is much needed to cope with the demands of our 

growing school population. This project should be completed in readiness for the start of the 

new school year in September 2019. 

 

Calder Primary 

Work is well underway on the renovation of the Calder VI building to become Calder Primary 

from September 2019.  It is a very exciting time for the students and the plans show a vibrant 

and modern learning environment for our younger Calder students. 

 

Some reminders to support students at Calder High School 

Students leaving school during the day 

Only students in Years 10 & 11 are allowed to leave the site on their own for appointments etc. 

Our policy is that any student in Year 7-9 should be collected from Reception by a parent or an 

arranged person with ID. 

Sickness in school 

A number of students are phoning you as parents and informing you that they are not well. In 

line with our safeguarding procedures, please can we ask that you advise your child to go to 

Student Services so we can arrange a consultation with a first aider so they can make an 



assessment and contact home where necessary. Attendance is imperative for your child’s 

progress and our target for each student is 97%. 

High sugar and caffeinated drinks 

We have noticed a considerable increase in the number of students bringing energy drinks (high 

sugar and caffeinated) to school over the last few weeks (there must be an offer at the 

supermarket on these drinks!) May I remind parents and students that these are not allowed in 

school and they will be confiscated and disposed of if students are found to have them in their 

possession.  Water in bottles and juice drinks from the diner are acceptable. The Student 

Council have been meeting on looking at ways we can become ‘Plastic Bottle Free’. They have 

met with the Catering Staff and know that there are only low sugar/sugar free drinks available 

to students at break and lunch. The student council will update you further. 

 

 

Mobile phone reminder 

We have one simple rule – No mobile phones allowed in the building. Unfortunately we are 

seeing large numbers of students who appear addicted to and glued to their phones! Sadly this 

coincides with a 30% increase in incidents of phone related issues such as bullying, 

inappropriate material being exchanged and explicit material found on students phones. Please 

can we ask that you check your child’s phones settings and content. I appreciate you want to 

foster a trust relationship, however there are simple safeguarding rules that students are being 

subjected to by either their peers or outside influences. All our students are more competent 

with mobile devices and as adults we need to ensure their use is appropriate and safe. The 

exchange of inappropriate images of a sexual nature between minors is an offence. Advice and 

support can be found on our Calder Cares website here. 

https://www.calderlearningtrust.com/about-us/supporting-students-and-keeping-them-safe/


Summer Uniform 

Last year the Student Council approached the Senior 

Leadership Team with the proposal of allowing shorts as part 

of the uniform for all students. In consultation with parents 

there was an amazing level of support for the new addition as 

part of a Summer Uniform. As the summer term approaches, 

we wanted to remind parents and students that black tailored 

chino style shorts will be allowed after Easter.  

 

 

Skirts 

The single biggest issue that we receive complaints from parents and the community is the 

length of some students’ skirts. This has been an issue for many years and something that isn’t 

just unique to our school.  We try to support students by having a uniform, however, some 

students like to push the boundaries; as teenagers do! From September we will be insisting that 

a black pleated skirt, worn to the knee, will be the only type acceptable as part of our uniform. 

We certainly do not want to go down the line of a specified school skirt as we believe parents 

should be able to buy basic uniform items from wherever they choose. 

Have a good weekend, 

Mr Taylor 

Deputy Headteacher  


