
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
  

  

7 September 2021 

 

Dear all 

 
Welcome to start of the new school year! I hope that you were able to have some rest and respite 

during the summer weeks.  

 
I just wanted to take this opportunity to remind you of the arrangements for the start of term and I 

know some of you are understandably anxious about the return to school and the lifting of 
coronavirus restrictions and I have included the link to the latest ‘Schools COVID-19 operational 

guidance’ (Department for Education: 27/08/21). 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-

outbreak/schools-covid-19-operational-guidance 

 
Start of term arrangements: 

 
Calder Primary 

 

All pupils return to school on Wednesday 8th September at 8.45am and finish at 3.15pm. 
 

Calder High 
 

 

 
Asymptomatic testing 

 
In line with the government guidance, all secondary students ‘should receive 2 on-site lateral flow 

device tests, on their return in the autumn term’. Year 7 students will have their first test on 
Wednesday, Year 10 students on Thursday and Years 8, 9 and 11 on Friday. 

 

All secondary students will have had their second on-site test by Tuesday 14th September. 
 

Staff and students should continue to test twice weekly at home until the end of September when this 
will be reviewed by government. 

 

Staff and students that test positive with a Lateral Flow Device will have to self-isolate in line with the 
stay-at-home guidance and take a free PCR test to check if they have COVID-19. If the PCR test is 

taken within 2 days of the positive lateral flow test, and is negative, it overrides the self-test LFD test 
and they can return to school, as long as they don’t have COVID-19 symptoms. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-

guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection 
The most important symptoms of COVID-19 are still the recent onset of any of the following: 

 a new continuous cough 

 a high temperature 

 a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 

 
For most people, COVID-19 will be a mild illness. However, if you have any of the symptoms above, 

even if your symptoms are mild, stay at home and arrange to have a test. 
 

Wednesday 8th September Year 7 only for Discovery Day 

Thursday 9th September Year 7 and 10 only 

Friday 10th September All year groups 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/schools-covid-19-operational-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/schools-covid-19-operational-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/


 
 

 

 

If your child develops these symptoms do not send them to school and follow the attached to link to 

arrange a test and follow the NHS guidance. 
 

Mixing and ‘bubbles’ 

 
There is no longer a requirement for people to adhere to social distancing or for schools to keep 

young people in consistent groups or ‘bubbles’. This does mean that we will be able to hold 
assemblies and offer a full extra-curricular and intervention programme for our young people. 

 

Face coverings 
 

Face coverings are no longer advised for pupils, students, staff and visitors in classrooms or 
communal areas. We appreciate that some students (and staff) will feel less anxious about the return 

to school if they are able to wear face coverings and we will support anyone that wishes to continue 
wearing a face covering in and around school. Regarding school and public transport, it is still 

‘expected and recommended that they are worn’. We will continue to keep available a small supply of 

face coverings if students require. 
 

Tracing close contacts and isolation 
 

Probably the biggest change for school is the change to contact tracing and isolation for staff and 

young people. Contact tracing is now the responsibility of NHS Test and Trace and: 
 

‘Individuals are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with 
COVID-19, OR ARE A CLOSE CONTACT OF SOMEONE WITH COVID-19, and any of the following 
apply: 

 They are fully vaccinated 
 They are below the age of 18 years and 6 months’ 

 

It is hoped that these changes will significantly reduce the number of students that have to self-

isolate and miss even more of their education. 
 

I am awaiting an announcement from the Department for Education on proposals to offer all 
secondary students a flu vaccine and students in Years 8 to 11, the COVID-19 vaccination. I am 

expecting a decision this week and will write to you with further details as I receive them. 

 
I am really looking forward to welcoming all our young people back to The Calder Learning Trust 

without much of the disruption that we have faced during these challenging times. 
 

Take care, stay safe, keep smiling! 
 

Anthony Guise 

 

 
 

Headteacher 
The Calder Learning Trust 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


