
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
  
 
  
 

 
        March 2019 
 
Dear Parents/Carer, 

Welcome to Calder High School. We are delighted that your child has been allocated a place at 
our school and is due to start Year 7 in September 2019. Outlined below are details of just 
some of the many ways in which we hope to make your son/daughter’s transition to secondary 
school as enjoyable and trouble free as possible. 

Very soon, your child will receive a ‘Calder Postcard’. This welcome message, sent to 
prospective new students attending all eleven of our main feeder primary schools, was written 
by students currently in Year 7 as part of a nationally accredited Personal Development 
programme, the Calder Edge. We hope that you enjoy looking at the pictures of what we do 
and the message the card contains! If your child does not receive a postcard, spares will be 
available for them to collect on Student Welcome Morning (see below). 

There are a number of important transition events between now and the end of the current 
academic year. Firstly, we would like to invite you to our Transition Launch Evening on 
Thursday 2nd May. As a result of our increasing numbers next year, the evening will be split 
into three ‘repeat sessions’. The first session at 5.45pm will take place for parents of students 
with surnames beginning with letters A-I. The second session starting at 6.30pm will be for 
parents of students with surnames beginning with the letters J-P and the last at 7.15pm will be 
for parents of students with surnames beginning with the letters Q-Z. The aim of the evening 
will be to outline the character of our Transition Programme and the practicalities of our vision 
for learning throughout the school. A parent ‘transition pack’ will be available for collection on 
the night; it will include all the documentation you will need to complete and all other 
information you will need to know about the transition process and how our school operates. 
The pack will be sent to any parent who cannot attend the evening, however this is a very 
important event and we highly recommend you come to it, if at all possible. It is NOT expected 
for new students to accompany you to this event as your son/daughter will have plenty of 
opportunity to visit the school in due course and the content of presentations will very much be 
aimed at parents/carers. 

Another part of the transition process involves the CHS Roadshow; a visit to each of our main 
feeder primary schools by either Mrs Frost (Head of Year 7) or myself. The purpose of this visit 
is for Year 6 students to ask us questions about life in Year 7 and any aspect of the transfer 
process that may concern them. These visits will take place either before Easter or in the latter 
part of May, after the completion of Key Stage 2 SATs. 

Our Parent/Student Welcome Evening will be held on Thursday 4th July and will take 
place between 6pm and 8.30pm. This is an opportunity for you to find out as much as you can 
about us and meet members of the Leadership and Pastoral Teams and Year 7 staff. We very 
much encourage both you and your son/daughter to attend this event. During the evening 
there will be a rolling programme of talks, displays, entertainment and refreshments in various 
parts of the school. Parents and students should access this event via the main school entrance.  

Again, to allow you the best opportunity to meet staff, we are splitting the evening into three 
‘repeat performances’. The first session at 5.45pm will take place for parents of students with 



 
 

 

 

surnames beginning with letters A-I. The second session starting at 6.30pm will be for parents 
of students with surnames beginning with the letters J-P and the last at 7.15pm will be for 
parents of students with surnames beginning with the letters Q-Z. 

The next important event is the Year 6 Student Discovery Day on Friday 5th July. This 
event will commence at 8.30am in the Ted Hughes Theatre and will conclude at 3pm. Students 
are asked to make their own way to school. Staff will be at the front entrance to greet them on 
arrival. We would like all students to attend the day wearing their primary school uniform, and 
ask that they bring something to write with. During the course of the day, students will have 
the opportunity to work alongside their new Form Group and Tutor and will experience a 
number of subject related tasks in ‘taster lessons’. Students will also complete an ‘All about Me’ 
booklet that allows their new tutor to find out about their learning preferences, hobbies and 
interests. All students will be entitled to a free school lunch in the Diner. At the end of the day, 
students should either make their own way home or can be collected from the entrance at the 
front of school. 

One thing that your child will need to decide on, with the assistance of their Year 6 teacher, will 
be their ‘Proud Piece’. This piece of written work, A4 in size, can come from any subject area 
and should be their ‘very best’ work. It can be either hand written or typed. Students should 
bring their Proud Piece, clearly named, to the Student Welcome Morning on Friday 6" July. 
Work will be collected and made into a ‘class booklet’ so staff can identify the starting point of 
each student as a benchmark for monitoring the quality of work they complete throughout Year 
7. 

A further transition event we would very much encourage you to attend is the PTA New 
Parent Social and Year 6 House Quiz on Tuesday 9th July. This is an ideal opportunity to 
meet other new and existing parents in an informal setting while your child participates in their 
first House competition in the Diner. The whole evening only lasts an hour and has always been 
a popular event for all ages! 

The last date to take note of is that of our Summer School. This will take place between 
Monday 19th – Friday 23rd August and is a great chance for your son/daughter to make new 
friends and find their way around our site. More details of this opportunity will be given out at 
the Transition Launch Evening in May. 

Finally, we realise that moving on to secondary school can be both exciting and daunting, but 
we hope we can work with you to make the process as seamless as possible. Although tutor 
groups in Year 7 are NOT based on friendships, great care is taken in their construction to 
maximise academic progress for all. We believe very strongly that the chance to come to a new 
school is an opportunity to make many new friends as well as retain existing ones. We may be a 
large secondary school, but we take a pride in being a welcoming place. 

In the meantime, if you would like to find out more about the transition process please do log 
onto our website for further details https://www.calderlearningtrust.com/parents/transition/ 

We look forward to meeting both you and your child soon. 

Yours sincerely,  

      

Mr C Washington               Mr A Guise 

Assistant Headteacher    Headteacher 

https://www.calderlearningtrust.com/parents/transition/


 
 

 

 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yours sincerely  
 
C Washington 

 Assistant Headteacher: Key Stage 3 Progress 

 


