
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
  
 

  

8 February 2022 
 
Dear all 
 
I hope you are keeping safe and well as we start to return to some degree of normality here 
across The Calder Learning Trust. 
In the absence of my usual COVID updates, I wanted to write to update you on a couple of 
things before the end of this half term. 
 
Ash Green Primary School 
 
Many of you will be aware of the devasting fire at Ash Green Primary School last week. 
Following the incident, I received the email below from two Year 9 students: 
 
Dear Sir, 
               As the tragic incident on Tuesday 1st February, Ash Green Primary School was set 
alight by a blaze of fire. We were thinking, me and mason ( 9st2 ) could do some sort of a 
non-uniform day to raise money as we both went to Ash Green and have dear respect for 
the head teacher (Mungo Shepard) and if it's possible could me and mason hand deliver the 
money to him as we know how upsetting this event will be to him.  
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
In response to that, and as part of a wider effort by Calderdale primary schools, we will be 
supporting Ash Green by pupils from Calder Primary, joining with primary schools across 
the authority and hosting a non-uniform day on Friday 11th February. 
 
Calder High students will have their non-uniform day on Thursday 17th February. 
 
Our hearts go out to the school and their community as they come to terms with challenges 
that the devastation has caused. The Community Foundation for Calderdale have set up an 
appeal fund at https://localgiving.org/AshGreenSchAppeal to support their recovery. 
 
Multi Use Games Area 
 
One of the on-going issues that we have tried to address during my time here at Calder, has 
been the access to sports facilities for students and the community alike. Despite a lot of 
hard-work and support from the Football Foundation, we were unable to secure the funding 
to replace the tennis courts and small football pitch at the back of the Calder High site with 
a 4g football pitch. Never to be deterred, the PE department have been fundraising for 
several years enabling us to resurface the area ourselves.  
 
Unfortunately, after a promising start on site before Christmas…the contractors never came 
back! We are now having to follow legal channels to try and reclaim the money to complete 
the works. This is a real set-back for the PE department and the Trust and I wanted to 
reassure you that we continue to do everything in our powers to improve the quality of the 
site and will make the development of the MUGA the focus of any further fundraising. 

https://localgiving.org/AshGreenSchAppeal


 
 

 

 

 
Statutory assessment and examination update 

 
Parents of Year 11 students may be aware that yesterday, examination boards released 
details of the changes and amendments to this summer’s public examinations. Staff across 
Calder High are currently processing all the information and we will be publishing a 
comprehensive guide for students and parents of what the changes are and the implications 
for the remaining teaching and preparation for the final exams. As the changes are not 
standard across different subjects or exam boards, we will be hosting a Parent Information 
evening to go through ‘Changes for 2022 examinations and the interventions and study 
sessions we will be running to support Year 11. The exam series begins in earnest in May, 
so I can only apologise on behalf of the exam boards for the late notice on the changes to 
this year’s exams! 
 
At present we have had no communication of updates regarding Key Stage 1 and 2 SATS 
tests or the new Year 4 Multiplication Check, and as such expect these to go ahead as 
normal in May and June 2022. Thank you to those parents who attended the Year 6 SATs 
Information evening and further communication will be sent out to these year groups 
including inviting parents to information meetings.  
 
With the end of term fast approaching, I am pleased to say that the curtains will finally be 
opening on our production of ‘Legally Blonde’ for a 2-night run commencing Wednesday 16th 
February and I look forward to seeing many of you there. 
 
Can I remind you that both Calder Primary and Calder High will be closed to pupils and 
students on Friday 18th February for a Training Day, and we are closed w/c 21st February 
for half term. 
 
Thank you for your support through these dark and wet winter months and it is starting to 
feel like the pandemic is beginning to loosen its grip on school life; so, I will look forward to 
a brighter, more active and happier spring term. 
 
Take care and stay safe. 
 
 

 
 
Anthony Guise 
Headteacher 
The Calder Learning Trust 
 
 

 


