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Medieval
Britain
c. 1250–
c.1500

 The characteristic features of Medieval
Britain: an overview
 Crimes and criminals in Medieval Britain
 Enforcing law and order including policing
and different types of court
 Punishing offenders: capital punishment,
fines, whipping, public humiliation and
imprisonment
 Major religious, political and social
changes: an overview
 The changing nature of crime including
vagrancy, moral crime and witchcraft
 Enforcing law and order including secular
and church courts and the roles of
different law enforcers
 Changes in punishment including the
introduction of the ‘Bloody Code’
 The enlightenment, urbanisation and
political change: an overview
 Crimes and criminals in industrial Britain
including the increase in crime in the first
half of the nineteenth century
 The introduction and development of the
police force
 Changes in punishment including the
growth of prisons, transportation to
Australia and prison reform
 Major technological, social and political
changes: an overview
 Changes in the crime rate and in types of
crime
 Changes in law enforcement including the
use of new technology

Early
Modern
Britain
c.1500c.1750

Industrial
Britain
c.1750c.1900

Britain
since
c.1900

 Changes in punishment including the
abolition of capital punishment and
changes in prisons
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The Middle Ages/Medieval Period (1250-1500)
Food and

Tools and

famine

technology

Religion

Home and
leisure

Overview of
Medieval Period

Kings and
people

Wars and
Rebellions
Land

Medieval Crimes
Minor Crimes

Felonies

The most common crime was:
Most homicides were a result of:

Match up the headings and definitions:
Outlaws
Church
beliefs
Treason
Abuse of
authority

1351 Act. Not just attempting to
kill/betray the king, but a wife killing her
husband.
Gangs of robbers who ambushed
travellers. Most were on the run after
being accused of committing a crime.
Sinfulness caused idleness. Moral crimes
were punished.
Rich and powerful lords would rule through
fear and use of their private armies.

Law Enforcement
Policing: How did each of the following enforce law and order?
King

Coroner

Constable
of the
Hundred

Hue and
Cry

Parish
Constable

Tithings

Sheriff

Justices
of the
Peace

Courts:
Which court dealt with the most serious crimes? R……………….. C……………….
What did the jurors swear before giving their verdict? O……….
Royal judges would visit counties two or three times a year to hear serious crimes. These
were called the C………………… A………………….. . These lasted until 1971.
Justices of the Peace would meet four times a year at the Q………………. S………………….
JPs took over some of the work of the S……………………….
Moist court cases took place in the M………………. C…………………..
The main task was the run the lord’s land and deal with offences. They mainly deal with
…………….. crimes.
All laws were based on C………………….. teachings of the Church. They liked to deal with the
clergy directly as well as those who committed moral crimes in the C……………… C…………….

Punishments:
What punishment would you receive if you committed the following crimes?:
Selling faulty goods =
Gambling =
Failing to raise the hue and cry =
Heresy =
Scolds =
Debtors =
High treason =
Murder in Scilly Isles =
Petty treason =
Your options are:
Fines

Imprisonment
Burned alive

Pillory/stocks

Hung, drawn and quartered

Cucking stool
Tied to a rock and slowly drown

You have been accused of a serious crime and have been sentenced to death. How are you
going to get away with?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Outlaws
What ‘image’ of outlaws do we have?
What were they really like?
Who is a famous outlaw gang?

Write a clear and organised summary of law enforcement in the Middle Ages [9 marks]

Early Modern Britain (1500-1750)
How did printing effect crime and

When were the

punishment?

Where did most
people work?

Puritans in power?

Overview of

How did religion

Early Modern

change?

Period

What happened to

How did transport

the population?

change?

Vagrants/vagabonds
A vagabond/vagrant is someone who…

An example of a criminal vagabond is:
Why did people dislike vagabonds?




Who were the Puritans?
What is a Puritan?
What period did they have influence over the laws?
What did the Puritans ban/make it a crime to do?







How did the
Government change?

1645 – The Year of the Witch Finder General
His name was M………………… H………………………
What kinds of people were accused of
being witches?

How do you spot a witch?

How do you put a witch on trial?

Why did Puritans fear witches?

Witches did the D……………….. w…………..

How did each of the following factors lead to a belief in witches? Annotate the
diagram with your answers.
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Capital Crimes
Highwaymen
Image

Reality

Why did highway robbery grow?
Factor
Explanation
Number of roads around
London greatly increased
Stage coach services
increased
Ex-soldiers who came
home from the army had
no work or money
Rich merchants travelling
around England with
large amounts of money
Why did highway robbery decline?
Factor
Mounted patrols around
London
Roads became busier

Explanation

Rewards offered to
informers
More people used banks
Houses were built on
open land

Poaching
1700s – Poaching is banned. What type of crime was this? ……………………………………….
1. The Game Act of The Game Act of 1671 stated that…

2. The Waltham Black Act of 1723 stated that…

Smuggling
During the 17th century governments ……………………….. taxes on ………………………. goods to raise
extra money. These were ………………………. as they raised the prices of popular goods.
Smugglers would bring these goods in to the country avoiding the proper ports so that they
didn’t have to pay the ………………….. tax and could sell the goods cheaper but still make a
……………………..
Import

increased

popular

profit

unpopular

Why was it difficult to stamp out smuggling?




Heresy and Heretics
What is a heretic?
What was the punishment for being a heretic? Why?
Which monarch is most famous for punishing heretics?

Other Punishments:
Punishments such as public penance, stocks and pillory, cucking and ducking stools, whipping
and branding and the Scold’s bridles were intended to cause the criminal:


Prisons were used for…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
A Bridewell was a………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………......

How effective was law enforcement?
How were people in the Early Modern Period controlled?
1.
2.
3.

Method

Change or
continuity

What changed? Why?

Hue and Cry
Constable
Justices of the
Peace (JPs)
Watchmen
Sheriff
Quarter
Sessions
Church Courts
Assizes
Manorial
Courts
Petty Sessions

Bloody Code
What was the Bloody Code?
How many crimes could be punished by death?
Why was it introduced?
Law makers were worried about crime

Changes in society made it harder to enforce law

Landowners were worried about property crime

Lawmakers thought harsh punishment worked

Why did the Bloody Code come to an end?
Under the Bloody Code, you would expect the number of executions increase. Strange as it
may be, during this period, the number of executions actually decreased. In the 1700s, there
were about 200 executions each year in England and Wales, although sometimes there would
be a flurry of executions if the government felt that there was too much crime. The obvious
answer for the fall of executions was the falling number of recorded crimes.
Rank the reasons in order of importance (from 1-9):
It was causing an increased risk of protest – crowds at executions could get out
of hand, and riots could take place at mass hangings of minor criminals sentenced
to death.
It couldn’t be enforced properly because criminals were not being caught, and
thus, not punished. A police force was needed.

New ideas about punishment were becoming popular – the criminal should be
reformed, not killed.
Crime was rising. The threat of execution obviously wasn’t working. Crowds
laughed and drank at public executions – they weren’t scared.

If the Code wasn’t working, it wasn’t protecting the property of the wealthy and
middle class.

Alternative punishments were available. As Britain’s empire grew, transportation
became a more common punishment.

Criminals were too confident of escaping conviction and punishment. So they
would be more likely to commit crimes – the BC was fuelling the crime rate!

Juries were unwilling to convict people of minor capital crimes. They thought the
punishment disproportionate to the crime. The Code was undermining the law.

It wasn’t being used by judges. Only 40% of those convicted of capital crimes in
1700 were hanged. By the 1800s, it was 10% (even though crime was rising).

Why did Law makers introduce more capital crimes throughout the period
1500-1750? Support your answer with examples [10 marks]

Industrial Period (1750-1900)
Literacy

Railways

British Empire

Industrialisation

Overview of

Urbanisation

Changing beliefs

Industrial
Period

Alcohol

Class divisions
Poverty

Democracy

Crime and Criminals
The most common crime was still ……………… ……………………
Violent crime was only ………% of all crime.
The murder rate was ……….
Most criminals were first timers or …………………………….
About 3 in 4 offenders were……………… and in their
twenties.
The most common offence was women was
……………………….……

Attitudes towards crime and criminals
What were the attitudes of the following groups of people towards criminality?
Middle Classes

Radical Thinkers

Writers

Medical Scientists

Law Enforcement
The Bow Street Runners
1. Name the Fielding brothers:
2. What was their job?
3. What did they create in 1805?
4. What did the Bow Street Runners initially do?
5. What magazine did they publish?

Peel and the Police
METROPOLITAN POLICE SET UP IN 1829
What do the following reasons explain?
 The Government was raising more money in taxes; they allowed local authorities to
raise local taxes such as those that paid for the police.
 There was increased crime and a fear of crime following the years of the French wars.
 After the French revolution the government and landowners were afraid of a
revolution in Britain. After 1815 there were many protests in Britain. People were
afraid this was the start of a British revolution.
 The rapid growth of towns had made the old system of constable and watchmen
ineffective.

The Metropolitan Police
How did they dress and why?
What equipment did they have?
How did they spend their time?
How were they paid?
What jobs did they take over?
What were they used for?

Write a clear and organised summary that analyses how law and order was enforced in
the period 1750-1900. Support your summary with examples. [9 marks]

Punishments
Changes to execution

Similarities

Why have things changed?

The new drop is:

The long drop is:

Differences

Transportation
From 1780s to 1860s transportation to Australia was used.
What were the 5 reasons why transportation was used?
Place each reason in each finger.

Successes of transportation

Failings of transportation

Revolution in Prisons

Problems in
Prisons

John Howard

Elizabeth Fry

The 1870 Education Act made education …………………… for children aged ten and under. This
had the greatest impact on reducing …………….…… ………….. because children were no longer on
the streets in the daytime. In 1899 children were no longer to be sent to ……………. with
adults. Special …………………… prisons were set up called Borstals.

The Gaol Act of 1823 stated:






Annotate these images with information about the different prison systems. Pick out the key
features and state the successes and failings of each of the systems.

Twentieth Century (1900-1999)
Migration

Entertainment

Transport and
communication

Family

Cities and towns
Science and

Overview of

technology

20th Century
Work and
wealth

Religion and rights

Beliefs and
attitudes

Police statistics: Match up the problem and example.

What happened to the crime rate when WW2 broke out?
What happened to the crime rate throughout the war?
Goods stolen during the Blitz were sold in which illegal market?

Government

The following are examples of NEW crimes to the 20th Century.
Give an example of what a type of each crime would be and then state why were people
worried about each of them.
1. Car crime

2. Football Hooliganism

3. Race, religion and hate crime

4. Illegal drugs

5. Cyber Crime

Developments of Policing
Attitudes to Police
What do each of these images show about attitudes towards the police? Annotate them.

Similarities and differences from 1829?

Changes in the police force
Development
Organisation

What changed?

Recruitment
Specialisation
Community Policing
Weapons
Range of work

Changing Courts
What did the Courts Act of 1971 do?
What changed for women from 1918?
What were introduced for Juveniles in 1908?
Since 1974 who can sit on a jury?
What did the Crown Prosecution Service take on in 1986?

Punishments

What is corporal punishment?
Who is it used on, where and why?
What is capital punishment?
Who is it used on, where and why?

Positives and negatives

How did prisons change?
What are the problems with prisons according to this source?

Juvenile Criminals
Where did young offenders go to from 1902?
What were these replaced with by 1988?
Since 1908, the age of crime responsibility is what age?

Reforms
What prison reforms were made in the 20th Century?






Problems
Britain’s prison population has risen steeply since the mid-1940s. What were the reasons for
this?



What are the consequences of overcrowded prisons?

Execution was the ultimate punishment in Britain throughout our study of Crime and
Punishment. It was finally abolished in Britain in 1965.

The most important changes to law enforcement occurred in the 20th
Century. How far do you agree with this statement?

