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What are the 3 Scandinavian countries 
from which the Vikings come? 
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What are the 3 Scandinavian countries 
from which the Vikings come? 

 

1. Denmark 
2. Sweden 
3. Norway  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Daily life and culture 
 

Houses – longhouse/wooden frames/ thatched 
roof/hearth 

 
Food – farm animals/oats/seafood/ hunting  

 
Tools and equipment – wood/iron/ bone/antler  

 
Clothes and jewellery – undershirts or 

underdress/ brooches/ decorated  
 

Viking art – wood/metal/stone 
runestones for memorials etc.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



Hierarchies 
  

Thralls  Slaves who were captured in 
war or forced into slavery by getting 
into debt, or by being the child of a 

slave. 
Thralls did all the heavy work on the 
farm and could be bought and sold.  

They could sometimes buy their freedom 
or be freed from their master.  



Bondi  Freemen usually owned land. 
They had a say in all local matters 

which were decided at a meeting by a 
‘thing.’ 

They varied in wealth, but a typical 
bondi would have three or four 

thralls to help. 
He would be expected to turn out and 

fight when called upon, to have his 
own weapons and know how to use 

them. 



Jarls  They were landowners and 
warriors. A Jarl was the chief of 

the bondi in his area. In return for 
the bondis’ loyalty and readiness to 
fight, the Jarl looked after their 

needs.  
He led his warriors in the sea raids 
and was expected to reward them. 
The Jarls would become the first 

kings during the Viking Age.  



Ships  
The Vikings were daring masters of the sea. 
The shallow draught of these ships meant 
that they were able to reach far inland by 
river and stream, striking and moving on 

before local forces could muster.  
 

Crews of 25 to 60 men would have been 
common, seated on benches on open decks, 

although the largest ships could have carried 
as many as 100 or more.  

 
Square sails and the use of oars allowed ships 

to travel faster.  



Ships  
Fearsome figureheads would be raised at 

stem and stern as a sign of warlike 
intent, underlined by rows of shields 

mounted along the sides for defence or 
show.  

 
These could be removed while at sea. 

Well preserved remains of Viking ships 
were found at Oseberg and Gokstad in 

Norway.  



Trading Towns  
Hedeby – fjord connecting directly to the 
Baltic Sea/rivers flowing into North 
Sea/land route through Denmark 
 
Birka – Island of Lake Malaren/part of a 
string of lakes leading eastward to Baltic 
Sea and Sweden/market under patronage 
of kings of central Sweden 
 
Kaupang – First trading town in 
Norway/trade from ships along narrow 
fjord/known as the ‘shining hall’  



Beliefs in warlike gods 
 

The Eddas (series of books) provide a huge 
amount of information about the gods. 

 
The most powerful god was the one-eyed 

Odin, god of warfare, justice, death, wisdom 
and poetry.  

 
Probably the most popular god, however, was 
Thor, who was stupid but incredibly strong. 
With his hammer Miollnir, he was the main 
defender of the gods against the giants.  



Beliefs in warlike gods 
 

Vikings believed that a warrior killed in 
battle went to Valhalla; a great hall 
where dead heroes feasted at long 
tables therefore a dead person was 

buried with some of their belongings/ 
treasure to take to the next world. 

 
These beliefs suggest a culture focused 

on honour in battle and death. 



Weapons and Warfare 
 

Laws of the late Viking period show that all 
free men were expected to own weapons. The 
main offensive weapons were the spear, sword 
and battle-axe, although bows and arrows and 

other missiles were also used.  
 

Weapons were carried not just for battle, but 
also as symbols of their owners' status and 

wealth. The famed, double-handed broad axe 
is a late development, typical of the late 10th 

and 11th centuries.  



Weapons training began in youth in 
hunting, sports and raiding. Aspiring 
warriors sought armed service with 
famous Viking warriors, therefore a 

leader therefore needed to wage 
war frequently in order to keep his 
following and maintain power against 

rivals. 



A 'shield-wall' was used for better 
protection; their chiefs were well 

defended by a close bodyguard. The 
famous 'berserkers', may have fought in 
groups, and believed that Odin, the god 
of war, gave them both protection and 

superhuman powers so they had no need 
of armour. They would work themselves 
into a battle frenzy so intense it is said 
they bit on the edges of their shields, 

and could even ignore the pain of wounds. 



Democracy 
In the tribal culture of 

Scandinavia the members of a 
clan were obliged to avenge 

injuries against their dead and 
mutilated relatives – BLOOD 

FEUD 
 A balancing structure was 

necessary to reduce tribal feuds 
and avoid social disorder.  



Democracy 
The ‘thing’ was the assembly of the 
freemen of a country, province or 
a hundred. At the thing, disputes 
were solved and political decisions 

were made. The thing met at regular 
intervals, legislated, 

elected chieftains and kings, and 
judged according to the law, which 
was memorized and recited by the 

"law speaker" (the judge).  



Write a clear and 
organised summary 

of Viking life in 
their homelands  

[9 marks] 


