Raiders and
Invaders

Viking Raids
Raids by Vikings in Britain,
especially largely undefended
monastic sites began at the end of
the 8th century. By the end of the
9th century there were large-scale
settlements of Scandinavians in
various parts of Britain, and they
had achieved political domination
over a significant territory.

Viking Raids- Stages
Viking raids can be separated into three categories.
1. Seasonal and uncoordinated, targeting monasteries and
undefended towns in the summer months and returning to the
homelands in winter.
2.

Vikings built camps in winter in western Europe which allowed
an earlier start to raids in the spring, at this time permanent
settlements were made in Scotland and Ireland. Vikings
focused on the wealth and plunder to be had in this part of
Europe.

3.

Conquest and settlement, this began in 865CE in England
when a large Viking army landed in East Anglia; after
conquering East Anglia, Northumbria and Mercia fell and the
Vikings made an extensive settlement with Jorvik at its
centre and the Danelaw was established.
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Weakness of Western Europe
Wealth of Western Europe
Growing power of kings in Scandinavia

Better ships
Shortage of good farmland

Viking Raids
Weakness of
Western Europe

England divided into kingdoms = no united
opposition
Divisions in France after death of
Charlemagne
Wealth of Western Isolated monasteries + wealth of trade in
Europe
Western Europe
Growing power of
Jarls losing power – need honour and
kings in Scandinavia
reputation  seize riches and fight
bravely
Better ships
Faster and ships – oars and square sails
Shortage of good
Scandinavian land could not be cultivated
farmland
+ growing population

What happened
on this date?
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June 793
Raid on Lindisfarne

One of the holiest places in Britain
at the time. Raided monastery and
stole treasures of gold, silver and
silk.
Monks were killed or taken as
slaves.
Lindisfarne Gospels survive.

Further Raids
794 – Jarrow raid
795 – Iona
799 – Noirmoutier

No monastery or trading town
was safe from Viking raids.

Raids on monasteries
Monasteries were easy targets because they were:
• Isolated coastal areas
• Extremely vulnerable to raiders in ships
• Undefended
• Monks were unarmed – no weapons
Vikings raided monasteries for the following reasons:
• Steal precious gifts and valuable items
• Gold, silver objects
• Wine
• High quality textiles e.g. silk
• Plentiful supplies of food
• Religious books/gospels (e.g. Golden Book from Canterbury)
• Hold monks at ransom

Great Heathen Army
The Viking raids in England were random until
the 840s, but in the 850s Viking armies began
to winter in England, and in the 860s they
began to assemble larger armies with the clear
intent of conquest. In 865 they forced the
East Angles to help supply an army, which in
866 captured York and in 867 took over the
southern part of the kingdom of Northumbria.

Great Heathen Army

The Anglo Saxon Chronicle refers to the ‘Great
Heathen Army’. This army was led by two brothers,
Halfdan and Ivar ‘the Boneless’. It is impossible for us
to say how large this army was. Some accounts tell us
it was roughly 500 men whereas others tell us it was
more like 2000. What is certain is that for the next
14 years, this large force of Danish warriors rampaged
across England, overwintering where they knew they
could get supplies and demanding Danegeld –
protection money – from the Saxons.
By 878, the Great Heathen Army had conquered
the Anglo- Saxon kingdoms of East Anglia,
Northumbria and Mercia. Only Wessex managed to
withstand the onslaught.

The Danelaw

878 King Alfred of Wessex and Guthrum the Danish
Leader reached a peace agreement at Wedmore in
Somerset. Sometime later, they made this more formal
with the Treaty of Wedmore which established a line
across England. This line was intended to be a permanent
boundary between the Saxons and the Danes. King Alfred
had all the area south and west of this line – extending his
Kingdom of Wessex to include the western half of Mercia.
The Danes ruled the areas to the east and north. They
were free to settle there and live according to their own
laws and customs. By the eleventh century, the Danish area
was being call the Danelaw, because of the different legal
code practised here, based on Danish Law. Just two
generations after the raid of Lindisfarne, the Vikings held
nearly half of England.

