Settlers in
the West

The Vikings left no written
record of their invasions but
historians have been able to
piece together their journeys
through the documents left
behind by Christian monks.

Scotland and the Islands
Shetland and Orkney Islands c.800
Far north east coast before 825
West coast and Hebrides islands by 825
Isle of Man 850

Burials on these islands suggest most Vikings were pagan as
they have been buried with goods such as swords and shields.
After their conversion to Christianity in 1000, it is more
difficult to tell if a person buried was of Viking origin.
Vikings took over Picts lands and were taking over small, but
well established settlements.
local chiefs ruled initially – but by 1000, the kings of Norway
set up the Earldom of the Orkneys which covered the areas
listed above. Historians dispute whether the Vikings were
responsible for the disappearance of the Picts – did they
wipe them out or did they settle and live alongside them?

Ireland
902 – Vikings expelled from Ireland.
914 – Viking armies re-occupied trading bases at
Dublin, Wexford and Waterford.
The absence of place names suggests that few Vikings
moved inland. Irish chieftains resisted any attempt at
Viking conquest but were happy to sell their captured
enemies to the Vikings as slaves.
Vikings gradually became part of Irish life. They
converted to Christianity, intermarried and became
Gaelic speakers.
Vikings were finally defeated in 1014 at the Battle of
Clontarf and were expelled from Ireland. However
they had already lost their Viking identity by this
point.

France
From 800, France suffered waves of Viking raids.
None of these raids led to significant settlement in France.
However, in 911 the French King, Charles the Simple, defeated a
Viking leader called Rollo in battle. He offered Rollo lands in the
north of France, including Rouen and the mouth of the River Seine.
Rollo promised to be a loyal Christian. He swore to be loyal to
Charles and guard the lands and Seine from any more raids.
Rollo and his successors expanded Normandy westwards.
First they took the lands around Bayeux 924 and then Contentin
933.
The Vikings in Normandy quickly took on a French identity –
marrying into local families and became French speakers. They
became strong Christians. They also adopted a French form of
warfare that relied heavily on knights on horseback. Trade with
Scandinavia declines as links were established with Britain. When
Duke William of Normandy invaded England in 1066, he did so as a
French speaking Norman – he was a ‘Northman’ in name alone.

865

What happened in
this year?

Invasion of England 865
The Viking raids in England were random
until the 840s, but in the 850s Viking
armies began to winter in England, and in
the 860s they began to assemble larger
armies with the clear intent of conquest.
In 865 they forced the East Angles to
help supply an army, which in 866
captured York and in 867 took over the
southern part of the kingdom of
Northumbria.

Invasion of England 865
The Anglo Saxon Chronicle refers to the
‘Great Heathen Army’. This army was led by
two brothers, Halfdan and Ivar ‘the Boneless’.
It is impossible for us to say how large this
army was. Some accounts tell us it was roughly
500 men whereas others tell us it was more
like 2000. What is certain is that for the
next 14 years, this large force of Danish
warriors rampaged across England,
overwintering where they knew they could get
supplies and demanding Danegeld – protection
money – from the Saxons.

By 878, the Great Heathen
Army had conquered the
Anglo- Saxon kingdoms of
East Anglia, Northumbria
and Mercia. Only Wessex
managed to withstand the
onslaught.

The Danelaw
878 King Alfred of Wessex and Guthrum the Danish Leader
reached a peace agreement at Wedmore in Somerset.
Sometime later, they made this more formal with the
Treaty of Wedmore which established a line across
England. This line was intended to be a permanent boundary
between the Saxons and the Danes. King Alfred had all the
area south and west of this line – extending his Kingdom of
Wessex to include the western half of Mercia.
The Danes ruled the areas to the east and north. They
were free to settle there and live according to their own
laws and customs. By the eleventh century, the Danish area
was being call the Danelaw, because of the different legal
code practised here, based on Danish Law. Just two
generations after the raid of Lindisfarne, the Vikings held
nearly half of England.

Viking settlements in the West – Jorvik
Vikings of the ‘Great Heathen Army’
captured the city from the Anglo
Saxons in 866.
Under the Danelaw – Jorvik flourished.
The Vikings added new streets on both
sides of the River Ouse. The river was
deep enough to allow sea faring ships to
sail through. By 1000 it had a population
of 10,000 and was one of the most
important cities in Northern Europe.

Coppergate Dig
Archaeologists found over 20,000 preserved objects
and structures which can tell us about the people who
lived in Jorvik from 866-1050.
• Few people lived over the age of 60
• Quarter of people died in childhood
• Half of all women died by the age of 35
• Tightly packed windowless houses
• Jorvik beer was consumed
• Street of craftspeople – making things from
leather/metal/bone/wood
• Not exclusively Viking – lived very similarly to the
Anglo-Saxons around them
• Intermarried from an early stage and lived
alongside each other

Evidence from Jorvik also revealed the
extensive trading links with the rest of
Western Europe – goods traded were:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reindeer antler (Arctic)
Walrus ivory (Arctic)
Special stones (Scandinavia/Germany)
Metals (Ireland/Scandinavia/Germany)
Amber (Scandinavia)
Cowrie Shell (Arabia)
Silk (Constantinople)

In Danelaw, Vikings began to mint
their own coins. It was an early sign
of how they accepted Anglo Saxon
ways. There was a very production
mint at Jorvik that produced
thousands of coins at a time. One
side of Viking coins show a Christian
cross – whereas the other side
shows Viking emblems such as a
sword of the hammer of Thor.

