
How to Answer the GCSE Questions 
Question types 

2 x MCQ’s (1 mark each) 
 

Colour in the correct circle for the correct key term. 

Describe… (3 marks) 
 

Describe means WHAT 

Identify and describe…(3 marks) 
 

[Identify and] describe – Show good knowledge and understanding of 
relevant sociological theories, concepts, evidence and methods 

From Item … examine (research 
methods strength and 
weaknesses question)…(2 marks) 
 

Examine one [strength/weakness] from research – identify a relevant 
point and briefly say why it is a strength or weakness 

Identify and explain one (related 
to item and research method)…(4 
marks) 
 

Write one paragraph in which you identify the point clearly [1 mark] 
and then give a detailed and well developed explanation of relevant 
sociological theories, concepts, evidence and methods relevant to 
question. Make sure you apply this information by linking it to the 

context of the question/item given [3 marks] 

Identify and explain one 
(Methods in context)…(4 marks) 
 

You identify say a strength/weakness and explain why it is a 
strength/weakness for the context it has given you. You must refer it to 

the context in your answer 

From item…identify and describe 
(Key study)…(4 marks) 
 

Identify and describe what it is asking you to do from the item. Then 
you need to say what else you know. Where appropriate you should 

say which perspective they come from (Functionalist/Marxist/Feminist 
etc.). Essentially the second part of the question is wanting you to show 

what else you know about the study/theory beyond what the 
question/item gives you. 

Identify one.... And explain how 
you would investigate it using 
(research methods and 
context)…(4 marks) 
Or 
Identify and explain one…(4 
marks) 

Identify and explain relevant [sociological concept] 
 

You must link these to the given context; use the context in your 
answer. 

 
Discuss how far sociologists 
agree... (12 marks) X 2 
 

Point- You should start each paragraph by making your point. 
Evidence- State an example to support your point, it gives weight to 

your argument and makes your point stand out. This could be a study/a 
theory/statistics/a researcher etc. 

Explain- You now need to explain your point and your evidence in 
relation to the question. 

Evaluate- You now need to criticise the point above. 
Link- Link your all of the above back to the question. It is essentially a 

mini conclusion. 
Conclusion- Write a justified conclusion that answers the question. 

 Describe means WHAT 

Explain means WHY 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Practice Exam Questions for Family: 3, 4 and 12 Markers 
 

Family: 3 Markers 
 

 Identify and describe one example of how patriarchy can affect the power relationship within 

families.  

 

 Identify and describe one example of how patriarchy can affect the power relationship within 

families.  

 

 Describe how the domestic division of labour may be organised in families. 

 

 Identify and describe one type of family diversity identified by the Rapoports.  

 

Family: 4 Markers 
 

 Identify and explain one factor that may have led to an increase in the number of children raised in 

single-parent families referred to as a concern in Item A. (Specimen 1) 
 

 Identify and explain one advantage of using unstructured interviews to investigate relationships 

between family members. (Specimen 1) 
 
 From Item B, identify and describe the research method used by the Rapoports including what you 

know of their perspective on the family. (Specimen 1) 
 

 Identify one function of the family and explain how you would investigate this function using 

questionnaires. (Specimen 1) 
 

 Describe the type of statistical data shown in Item A. Identify the trend shown by the data and 

explain one factor which may account for this trend. (Specimen 2) 
 

 Identify and explain one advantage of using postal questionnaires to investigate the domestic division 

of labour within families. (Specimen 2) 
 

 From Item B, identify and describe one way in which Delphy and Leonard believed that the family 

could be patriarchal, including what you know of their sociological perspective on family. (Specimen 2)  
 

 Identify one ethical issue that you would need to consider when investigating the domestic division of 

labour and explain how you would deal with this issue in your investigation. (Specimen 2) 
 

 

 

 



Family: 12 Markers 
 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that marriage is no longer seen as important in modern British 

society. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that changing social attitudes are the main reason for changes in 

the divorce rate over the past 50 years. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that there is no longer a typical family in Britain. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that gender roles within families have changed considerably over 

the last 50 years. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that families remain an important agency of socialisation in 

Britain today. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the extended family is becoming less significant in society 

today. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the changing social position of women is the main reason for 

the changes in the divorce rate in the past 50 years. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the nuclear family is the best type of family in which to 

socialise children in modern Britain. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that changes in the status of women in society are the main 

reason for the pattern of divorce in Britain since 1945. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the family has lost its importance in Britain today. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that feminism has changed marriage in modern British society. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that in Britain today social classes have different experiences 

of family life. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that families are the main agent of socialisation. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that marriage is still important in Britain today. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Practice Exam Questions for Education: 3, 4 and 12 Markers 

 

Education: 3 Markers 
 

 Describe the hidden curriculum in education. (Specimen 1) 
 

 Identify and describe one example of the cultural capital which middle class parents can use to give 

their children advantages at school. (Specimen 1) 
 

 Describe a home-based factor that could influence a student’s educational achievement. (Specimen 2) 
 

 Identify and describe one example of a type of secondary school in Britain today. (Specimen 2) 
 

Education: 4 Markers 
 

 Identify and explain one alternative factor that may have led to the relatively poor performance of 

working class pupils referred to as a concern in Item C. (Specimen 1) 
 

 Identify and explain one disadvantage of using questionnaires to investigate the literacy skills of 

parents.(Specimen 1) 
 

 From Item D, identify and describe the research method used by Willis including what you know of his 

perspective on education. (Specimen 1 
 

 Identify one possible label that might be attached to students who fail to conform and explain the 

possible impact that label might have on their school career. (Specimen 1) 
 
 Identify and explain one advantage of using a longitudinal study to investigate the relationship 

between social class and educational achievement as referred to in Item C. (Specimen 2) 
 
 Identify and explain one advantage of using group interviews to investigate school subcultures. 

(Specimen 2) 
 
 From Item D, identify and describe the research method used by Ball including what you know about 

his perspective on education. (Specimen 2) 
 
 Identify and explain one possible effect on students of setting in schools. (Specimen 2) 
 

Education: 12 Markers 
 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that a pupil’s ethnicity is the main reason for differences in 

educational achievement. 



 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that educational reforms over the past 30 years have led to 

improvements in the educational performance of all pupils. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the main function of the education system is to encourage 

‘British values’ and social cohesion. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that school based factors are the main cause of differences in 

the educational achievement of different social groups. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that a pupil’s social class background is the most important 

factor on their chances of educational success. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that a pupil’s ethnic background is the main reason for 

differences in educational achievement. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that a pupil’s gender is a significant factor on their chances of 

educational success. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that gender differences in educational achievement are mainly 

due to factors inside of schools. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the main function of today’s education system is to 

transmit the norms and values of society. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that a student’s socialisation experiences in the home are the 

main reason for differences in educational achievement. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the main function of the education system is to serve the 

needs of the economy. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that a student’s social class is the main factor affecting their 

educational achievement. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the education system prepares students for capitalist 

society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Practice Exam Questions for Crime and Deviance: 3, 4 and 12 

Markers 

 

Crime and Deviance: 3 Markers 
 

 Describe one example of a criminal subculture. (Specimen 1) 
 

 Identify and describe one informal agency of social control. (Specimen 1) 
 

 Describe one factor that determines whether an act is considered to be a crime. (Specimen 2) 
 

 Identify and describe one formal agency of social control. (Specimen 2) 
 

Crime and Deviance: 4 Markers 
 

 Describe the type of crime survey in Item A. Identify the trend shown by the data and explain one 

factor which may account for this trend. (Specimen 1) 
 

 Identify and explain one advantage of using observation to investigate policing in urban areas. 

(Specimen 1) 
 

 From Item B, identify and describe the method used by Frances Heidensohn including what you know 

of her perspective on female criminal behaviour. (Specimen 1) 
 

 Identify one ethical issue that you would need to consider when investigating anti-social behaviour in a 

community and explain how you would deal with this issue in your investigation. (Specimen 1) 
 

 Describe the type of statistical data shown in Item A. Identify the trend shown by the data and 

explain one factor which may account for this trend. (Specimen 2) 
 

 Identify and explain one advantage of using victim surveys to research the level of crime in society. 

(Specimen 2) 
 

 From Item B, identify and describe one example of a criminal act which Cohen believed was typical of 

delinquent subcultures, including what you know of his sociological perspective. (Specimen 2) 
 

 Identify and explain one disadvantage of using self-report studies to investigate crime. (Specimen 2) 
 

Crime and Deviance: 12 Markers 
Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the working class is more likely to commit crime than other 

social classes. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that belonging to a sub-culture leads to deviant behaviour in 



young people. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that official statistics give a true representation of crime in 

society. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that gender socialisation is the main reason why women commit 

less crime than men. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the mass media represent certain groups as criminals. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the type of crime committed in Britain has changed over 

the past 50 years. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that negative labelling by wider society leads to deviant and 

criminal behaviour by young people. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that racism is the main reason for the differences in crime 

rates between ethnic groups 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that parental influence is the most important factor in 

explaining levels of crime among young people in society today. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that female offenders are treated differently from men by the 

criminal justice system. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that police statistics do not accurately reflect the amount of 

crime in Britain. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that crimes are more likely to be committed by members of the 

working class rather than members of the middle class. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the mass media can affect people’s awareness of how much 

crime there is in society. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that official statistics of crime do not accurately reflect the 

true level of middle class criminal behaviour. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the level of youth crime reflects how well parents control 

their children. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that institutional racism remains an issue in the criminal justice 

system.  

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that inadequate socialisation is the main cause of criminal and 

deviant behaviour 



Practice Exam Questions for Social Stratification: 3, 4 and 12 

Markers 

 

Social Stratification: 3 Markers 
 

 Describe one example of ascribed status. (Specimen 1) 
 

 Identify and describe one example of how the traditional role of women in society may make them 

more likely to experience poverty. (Specimen 1) 
 

 Describe one example of achieved status. (Specimen 2) 
 

 Identify and describe one example of social mobility. (Specimen 2) 
 

Social Stratification: 4 Markers 
 

 Identify and explain one factor which might limit a young person’s opportunities to find secure long-

term employment as experienced by many of the young people referred to in Item C. (Specimen 1) 
 

 Identify and explain one disadvantage of using structured interviews to research young people’s 

experience of unemployment. (Specimen 1) 
 

 From Item D, identify and describe one group that Marx believed had failed to benefit from the 

development of industry, including what you know of his perspective on these events. (Specimen 1) 
 

 Identify and explain one feature of British society which led the sociologist Charles Murray to 

conclude that there was a growing underclass in Britain. (Specimen 1) 
 

 Identify and explain one factor which might account for less well-off students earning less than their 

wealthier peers as referred to in Item C. (Specimen 2) 
 

 Identify and explain one disadvantage of using official statistics to measure social mobility. (Specimen 
2)  

 

 From Item D, identify and describe one group that would benefit from social stratification, including 

what you know of Davies and Moore’s sociological perspective. (Specimen 2) 
 

 Identify one reason why individuals might experience poverty and explain how you would investigate 

poverty using interviews. (Specimen 2) 

 Social Stratification: 12 Markers 
 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that welfare dependency is the main causes of poverty in Britain 

today. 



 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that social class is still the most important cause of inequality in 

Britain today. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that there is still limited social mobility in Britain today. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that in Britain today a person’s ethnicity is the main cause of 

inequality. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the Welfare State creates a culture of dependency 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that Britain is a meritocracy. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that men continue to have more power in society than women. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that patriarchy limits a woman’s power in society. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the cycle of poverty exists in society today. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that a person’s social class is the most important factor 

affecting his or her life chances. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that in Britain today, a person’s social class is the main cause of 

inequality 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that official statistics underestimate the actual level of poverty 

in society.   

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that Britain is a meritocratic society in which everyone has equal 

opportunities. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that social class rather than gender or ethnicity is the most 

important division in British society. 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that a breakdown of the traditional family is one of the most 

important reasons that child poverty exists in modern British society? 

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that a glass ceiling for women still exists in British society.  

 

Discuss how far sociologists would agree that the welfare state has helped to create a culture of 

dependency amongst some groups in Britain. 



Essay question 

 

 Agree Disagree 

Point 

 

You should start each paragraph by 

making your point. 

…………………………………………….. would agree with the 

statement because… 

 

 

 

However, ……………………………………………. would disagree with the 

statement because… 

Evidence 

 

State an example to support your 

point, it gives weight to your 

argument and makes your point 

stand out. This could be a study/a 

theory/statistics/a researcher etc. 

For example… For example… 

Explain 

 

You now need to explain your point 

and your evidence in relation to the 

question. 

This means that/ the implication of this is…  

 

 

 

 

 

This means that/ the implication of this is…  

 



Evaluate 

 

You now need to criticise the point 

above. 

However, in criticism… 

 

 

 

 

 

However, in criticism… 

Link 

 

Link your all of the above back to 

the question. It is essentially a mini 

conclusion. 

Therefore (mini conclusion)… Therefore (mini conclusion)… 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion 


