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Welcome to Calder High School 

Mr Washington – Assistant Head Teacher 

 

Miss Fox – Head of Year 10 

 

Mr Draper – Head of English 

 

Mrs Yorke – Head of Mathematics 

 

Mr Ainley – Head of Science 



English at Calder High School 

Parents as Partners 
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What will be covered? 

• Course overview (make-up of the qualifications) 

• Assessment in English 

• What you can do to support your children at home 

• Revision materials 



GCSE English: 

• No coursework. 

• No tiered examinations. 

• Speaking and listening included (but a separate certificate). 

• Increased focus on spelling, punctuation and grammar, including vocabulary use (SPAG 
now 20% of total English Language qualification). 

• Increased assessment of unseen and challenging texts for the Literature qualification. 

• English Language and English Literature qualifications compulsory for all students 

• 1-9 grading system  



Course Overview – English Language 
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Course Overview – English Literature 



Literature Set Texts 
Shakespeare Romeo and Juliet 

 
Paper copy provided 

19th Century Novel The Strange Case of Dr 
Jekyll and Mr Hyde 

Paper copy provided 
 

Modern Text An Inspector Calls 
 

Available to order or buy this 
evening! 

Poetry Power and Conflict cluster 
from AQA anthology 

All poems provided in booklet 

Options to order revision guides. Order 
tonight! 



Assessment in English (Year 10) 

Term 

Autumn 1 LITERATURE: Key poems x3 
LANGUAGE PAPER 1: Descriptive writing skills 

Autumn 2 LITERATURE: Key poems x 4 
LANGUAGE PAPER 1: Reading skills 
LANGUAGE PAPER 2: Opinion writing skills 

Spring 1 LITERATURE: ROMEO & JULIET 

Spring 2 LITERATURE: ROMEO & JULIET 
LITERATURE: Key poems x4 

Summer 1 REVISION ACTIVITIES (INC. AN INSPECTOIR CALLS/ALL POEMS) 

Summer 2 LITERATURE: PAPER 2 EXAM  
LANGUAGE: PAPER ONE EXAM 
SPEAKING & LISTENING 



Assessment in English 

• Half-termly summative assessment 

• Graded in line with GCSE grades/ criteria 

• Formative assessment every two weeks 

• Each student produces an assessment portfolio  

• Teacher-generated writing targets are provided on summative 
assessment to inform revision and skills practice at home as 
well as to provide a starting point when topics are revisited in 
lessons  





Assessment 
Portfolio 



Clarity of 
feedback 



How can you help your children to prepare? 
 
• Read set texts and discuss with your children. 
 
• Look in books and check quality of classwork and homework completed. 
 
• Encourage your children to read widely, beyond the set text list. 
 
• Look over their homework in order to check that it has been completed 

by the deadline and with effort. Challenge them about work that does 
not appear to match their ability or work that is poorly presented.  

 
• Use skills revision books to help test for spellings, punctuation and 

grammar use. 
 

 



How much effort? 



How to Revise for English at Home 

• Learn answer structures off by heart and practise writing in this 
format 

• Revise features of language use and practise identifying these in 
texts and analysing them 

• Practise spelling, punctuation and grammar, especially errors that 
have been identified in your work by your teacher 

• Make revision notes on plot, characters and themes for 
literature texts 

• Learn key quotes off by heart 

• Revise and use key terms for the study of language and literature 

 



Useful Links and Resources 

 

 AQA examination board website: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse 

 BBC GCSE Bitesize: http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zr9d7ty 

 Calder High School website (for up-to-date information on holiday revision sessions and 

interventions): http://www.calderhigh.org.uk/ 

 http://www.educationquizzes.com/gcse/english/ 

 http://www.englishbiz.co.uk/ 

 GCP revision books: https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/Student/books_gcse_english_current 

(Please ask your teacher which books would be most appropriate to your course. As a 

general rule, the revision guides tailored specifically to AQA GCSE will be most useful to our 

students.) 



Maths at Calder High School 

Parents as Partners 
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If students fail to achieve a Grade 4 in mathematics in Year 11,  
they will have to continue studying it. 

This year, more than 30% of students nationally will 
have to continue studying mathematics after they leave school. 

Mathematics is now MORE IMPORTANT now than it has ever been. 

Mathematics is now HARDER than it has ever been. 

Calder High School has a pass rate that is above national average,  
but even in a good school it will take dedication to succeed in maths. 





AO1 

AO2 

Can you do the maths? 

AO3 

Can you use maths to solve written 
problems? 

Do you understand maths that  
other people have written? 
Can you explain the maths you  
have done? 



Examination Options 

Foundation Tier 

• The foundation tier allows students to achieve grades from 1 to 5. 
• The grade 4 is generally easier to achieve on the foundation paper. 

Higher Tier 

• The higher tier allows students to achieve grades from 3 to 9. 
• The grade 5 is generally easier to achieve on the foundation paper. 

No Coursework Element 

Examination Board - AQA 



Examination Style 

There are 3 exam papers: 

• Paper 1 is a non-calculator paper. 
• Papers 2 and 3 require a scientific calculator. 
• Each paper is 90 minutes long 
• Each paper is worth 80 marks 
• Every topic in the curriculum will be tested in at least on paper. 

• There are new, harder topics in each paper. 
• Exam questions are now more wordy than they have ever been. This 

means you need to be able to read well to understand what mathematics 
the questions are asking you for.  

Please note: 



Revision Materials 

AQA Revision Materials 
• The best way to revise maths is to practice, practice, 

practice! 
• Past papers are recommended. 
• Revision guides containing many questions are useful 

and come with CDs inside to appeal to students who 
prefer screens to pages. 

• Maths Genie is a useful website for free practice 
questions. 

• BBC Bitesize and Kahn Academy videos on YouTube  
     can be very useful for explanations. 

 



What can you do to help? 

Equipment 

• Scientific calculator 
• Pencil sharpener 
• Pair of compasses 
• Protractor 
• Ruler 
• Rubber 
• Pencils 
• Pens 

Remember that your child will be more 
comfortable using equipment that they 
are familiar with.  

The more time they have to practice with 
their own equipment the more confident 
they will be using it in their exams. 



What can you do to help? 

Homework 
• Written homework is set every two weeks. 
• It is set online on a Monday.  
• Students are expected to either print it out, or copy it out, answer all the 

questions, and hand it in on time. 
• Students who would like help printing or completing their homework can 

come to Ma5 on Wednesday lunch times. 
• Homework is a set of 25 questions of assorted topics, not specifically linked 

to the topic being studied in class. 
• The purpose of this homework is to ensure that all previous work is kept 

fresh in the mind of each student. 
Please remind your child to complete their homework, and help them to 
complete it if you can. 



What can you do to help? 

Aspirations 
• Talk to your child about their career aspirations. 
• Encourage your child to aim high, whilst being realistic. 
• Arrange work experience where possible. 
• Talk to your child about their post 16 aspirations. 
• Research what GCSE results are needed to reach those aspirations. 
• Remember that your child will achieve more if they have a personal reason 

to want to achieve more. 
 

Responsibility 
• Please encourage your child to take responsibility for their own learning by: 

• Asking for help if they don’t understand something in class. 
• Attending the homework help classes on Wednesdays if they need help. 



What can you do to help? 

Confidence 
•  Success in mathematics is greatly influenced by personal confidence. 
•  Anything you can do to praise your child’s small successes in mathematics 

during year  10 will enable them to attempt harder and harder questions as 
they progress towards their exams. 

• There will be at least one test or exam every month throughout year 10, so 
you will have plenty of opportunity to praise and encourage your child. 

Independence 
•  In order to achieve in a subject that is entirely exam based, it is important 

that your child feels capable of completing the exam by themselves. 
•  Try to encourage your child to attempt things that you know they can do, 

without reassurance along the way.  
 



Science at Calder High School 

Parents as Partners 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=https://www.property118.com/property-partnership-spouses/&psig=AOvVaw178oLjzEL9UVlePb_wx025&ust=1516810139061761


Why is Science here tonight? 

• Science is recognised as a Core subject 

• Science offers at least 2 GCSE qualifications 

• This will allow some students to access the Higher Education 
course they want to study 

• Doing 2 GCSEs in a subject offers its own problems  

 



Why is Science difficult at GCSE  level? 

• Ideas and concepts can be hard to understand 

• Sheer volume of information required to learn is challenging 

• 6 exams at the end of the course 

• Students can get put off by the amount of work required 

• Where do you start?? 

 



How does the Science Department do at GCSE Level? 
Subjects Grade Breakdowns 

Subject 9 - 7% 2016 2017 2018 % change 
 

Subject 9 - 4 % 2016 2017 2018 % change 
  

Biology 44.1 61.1 51.3 -9.8 
 

Biology 100 98.1 100 +1.9 
  

Chemistry 57.6 66.7 48.7 -18.0 
 

Chemistry 100 100 100 0.0 
  

Physics 49.2 57.4 51.3 -6.1 
 

Physics 100 98.1 100 +1.9 
  

Science Combined 11.6 7.2 5.1 -2.1 
 

Science Combined 65.1 69.3 70.1 +0.8 
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What can you as parents do to help?  

• Your role is to support and help your child 

• You don’t have to be a Science expert to play an active part in 
revising Science 

• There are many resources to help make revising Science an 
active process 

• Start now! 

• Something is better than nothing 



Know the course your child is studying 

• We are studying for the AQA Science GCSE Qualification 

 

• Some students are doing the Single Science pathway and will 

gain 3 Science qualifications: 

 GCSE Biology (8461) 

 GCSE Chemistry (8462) 

 GCSE Physics (8463) 

 

• Some students are following the Dual Award pathway: 

 GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy (8464)  



TRIPLE/SINGLE SCIENCE 

• In Triple Science, students will get 3 GCSEs and will get a 
separate grade for each GCSE eg Biology 8, Chemistry 8, 
Physics 6 

• There are 6 exams, each 1hr 45 mins 

• Currently, there are 4 classes studying towards the Single 
Science GCSE: 

• 11XT1, 11XT2, 11YT1, 11YT2 

 

Which pathway is my child on? 



DUAL SCIENCE 

• Students doing Dual Award Science will gain 2 GCSEs for Science.   

• Marks for Chemistry, Biology and Physics are averaged  to give  

    2 GCSEs 

• This double award is worth two GCSEs, and is made up of  

    two equal or adjacent grades. There are 17 possible grade     
combinations, for example, (9-9), (9-8), (8-8), (8-7) –  

    through to (1-1). 

• There are 6 x 1hr 15 mins exams for Dual Science 

Which pathway is my child on? 



Tier entries matter 

• More than ever the tier your child will be entered will have a 

large bearing the grades they achieve 

 

• Foundation tier awards Grades 1-5 

• Higher tier awards Grades 4-9 

 

• Although the Higher tier may seem the most appealing 

option to get a higher grade, more students may be suited to 

the foundation tier papers to secure a Grade 5 

 

• Staff will enter students for the tier they believe most 

appropriate and ask you to support this choice 
 

 



• Small end of unit tests will take place as directed by class 
teachers 

• There will be an exam in early January (straight after Christmas 
on all Unit 3s 

• There will be an exam in late April (straight after Easter) on all 
Unit 2s 

• The End of Year 10 exam will be an actual series of GCSE Paper 
1s and will provide robust data to support final pathway 
choices 

Assessment in Year 10 



What’s on the course? Start revising NOW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Already Completed 



• ALL THIS INFORMATION IS ON A HANDOUT! 

• Go to the school website: 

https://www.calderlearningtrust.com/students/revision-
materials/science/gcse/ 

Here there is all the information, links and revision material  

you will need for your GCSE 

Where can I find information? 

https://www.calderlearningtrust.com/students/revision-materials/science/gcse/
https://www.calderlearningtrust.com/students/revision-materials/science/gcse/
https://www.calderlearningtrust.com/students/revision-materials/science/gcse/
https://www.calderlearningtrust.com/students/revision-materials/science/gcse/


Use a variety of resources 

• Revision guides are an excellent place to start as they have 

condensed notes, practice questions and exam questions – 

available from school 

• Use the mind-maps provided to all students.  These are an 

excellent way of revising on-the-move 

• Use some useful websites as given on the handout 

• Use apps 

• Use the AQA site for past papers 

• Use GCSE Pod 

• Use SAM learning 

• Use Exercise Books 



Take advantage of Science revision sessions in school 

• School revision sessions are Thursday, 3.10-4.10pm 

 

• Revision for early units 

 

• START NOW!!!!! 



English, Mr Draper – LA 5 
Maths, Mrs Yorke –  LA 4 
Science, Mr Ainley – LA3 


