
 

Careers Guidance 

 

“Good career guidance has never been more important. Changes in technology and in the labour market mean that 

increasing numbers of jobs require specific education and training.”  The Gatsby Organisation 

 

Career guidance in English schools has often been criticised for being inadequate and patchy however we are 

pleased that The Calder Learning Trust has already made significant in-roads in achieving The 8 Gatsby Benchmarks 

with an initial average of 57% completion compared with the National Average of 23%. 

The 8 Benchmarks are: 

 A stable careers programme 

 Learning from career and labour market information 

 Addressing the needs of each student 

 Linking curriculum learning to careers 

 Encounters with employers and employees 

 Experiences of workplaces 

 Encounters with further and higher education 

 Personal guidance 

The eight strands of good careers guidance will be fully embedded in both the primary and secondary school where 

we will put an emphasis on collaboration between schools and other stakeholders in order to create innovative careers 

provision and policy. 

 

Compass is a self-evaluation tool, created in partnership with The Careers and Enterprise 

Company, which helps schools gain a greater understanding of how their provision of career education and guidance 

compares to the model of good practice set out in Gatsby's Good Career Guidance benchmarks.  Jan Healey, Careers 

Leader and Elaine Walker, Careers Adviser - C&K Careers, completed the self-evaluation tool in May this year.  We 

are proud of what we do here at Calder and have made the results accessible for you here: 

https://goo.gl/XKVLjk 

This is a working document though and will change as more work is completed on The Benchmarks.  Some 

Benchmarks appear to require a significant amount of work but this is not the case as considerable work is ‘in-

progress’ but is not reflected in the percentage completion rate. 

 

If you are interested in supporting The Calder Learning Trust in our work please do not hesitate to contact:  

jhealey@calderlearningtrust.com   
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