
Programmes of Study 
Below are some basic details of the topics covered by students in Year 8.  
Students will also be issued with course descriptions giving more detail. 

 

Mathematics  

Over the course of the year students will study a range of units following areas of mathematics 

appropriate to their attainment levels: 

 Number:  Calculations, ratio, fractions, decimals and percentages 

 Algebra: collecting like term, substitution, graphs, solving equations, expanding and factorising, 

index laws 

 Geometry: Symmetry, measures, co-ordinates, angles, area, perimeter, and volume 

 Handling Data: Averages, probabilities, presentation and interpretation of data. 

 

Technology 

During 8 students will study the subject areas of Food Preparation and Nutrition, Resistant Materials 

and Engineering, Textiles and Graphic Products. Students will spend approximately 10 weeks in each 

subject area. At the end of year 8 students will select their 3 strongest subjects to take on to year 9. 
This will allow them to focus on subjects that may lead them to success at GCSE. 

  
Food Preparation and Nutrition is a new subject which was previously taught as Catering at 

Calder High School. In year 8 they will develop their knowledge of basic nutrition and food hygiene. 

They will learn about environmental and ethical issues surrounding food, as well as looking at 
seasonality.  

  
In Resistant Materials and Engineering students develop their understanding of how to work 

safely in a practical environment, as well as learning to use the materials, tools and equipment safely 
and with confidence.  In year 8 students learn about mechanisms and motion and will design and 

manufacture a childs toy.  

  
During their time in Textiles student will learn to follow the design process and will develop a range 

of construction and decorative skills, developing in complexity each year. In year 8 they will use these 
skills to design and manufacture a cushion  

  

In Graphic Products student will develop their skills of presentation, basic computer skills and 
creativity, as will as designing and manufacturing products for a specific target market. Through year 

8 they will design and manufacture a prototype childs toy and packaging. 
 

Expressive Arts  
Art 
Throughout Year 8, Art aims to develop student’s skills, knowledge and understanding through a 

variety of interesting scheme of work. Over the first term the theme ‘Day of the Dead’ aims to 

develop pupils’ understanding of how Art is used in other cultures. During the second term of Art, 
students will continue to develop their skills in a wider range of media and techniques. They will be 

introduced to the work of different artists as they develop their own project inspired by the 
environment. In the final term students study the work of M.C.Escher and explore creating an 

individual design which will become part of a group collaborative mural.  
 

Drama 

Throughout Year 8, Drama aims to provide students with the opportunity to explore and apply 
techniques of physical theatre, non-verbal communication and melodramatic styles of performance. 

Students explore the characters of the Witches, comparing how they are represented in literature 
ranging from Shakepseare’s Macbeth, to Roald Dhals Witches. In the final term students explore 

creating their own characters, episodes and scenarios for an I’m a Celebrity Get Me Out of Here style 

Television show.  This allows students to apply a range of dramatic styles and techniques, whilst 



enabling them to develop their creativity. A key focus remains on developing explorative strategies 

whilst applying them to scripted and devised performances.  
 

Music 
The KS3 Music Curriculum is built around the following principles of the Paul Hamlyn Foundation ‘ 

Musical Futures’ programme. Units of work are themed around Singing& Texture, World Music, Blues, 

Ensemble Skills, Film Music and ‘In at the Deep End!’ 

The schemes develop a range of skills, knowledge and understanding, through:  

 Practical work on instruments/voice, creating authentic musical experiences  

 Aural learning, that fully integrates listening with practical music making, improvising and 

composing  

 Students are motivated and engaged by music they value and that is relevant to them, before 

moving onto other musical and learning styles  

 Technique, notation and other forms of written instruction are part of the process but are 

developed through practical playing  

 

Humanities 
Geography  

The Year 8 Geography curriculum covers the following topics and a range of linked mini-assessments 
and end of unit tests. 

 Geological Time  

 Tectonic Hazards – including Japanese tsunami, earthquakes and impacts of volcanic eruption 

mini assessment and end of unit test  

 Europe map and test  

 Population and Migration – including population structures and how to manage the changing 

population around the world, along with the positives and negatives of migration and an end of 
unit test. 

 Biomes and Tropical Rainforests – characteristics of the rainforest, animal adaptations, threats 

and management to be assessed as the end of Year 8 exam  

 Living in Extreme Environments - Polar v Desert.  Comparing to diverse regions, the 

environments, people and issues faced there. 

 

Religious Studies  
The following is taught to students in Year 8:  

 Hinduism – Traditions, beliefs and practices. 

 Looking after the planet – Stewardship, environmental concern and religious attitudes. 

 Animal rights – Animal testing, dominion, Christian and Buddhist beliefs. 

 Religious Art – Stained glass windows, Jesus in art, Islamic art, Christian symbolism, icons and 

Buddhist Mandalas. 
 Marriage – Hindu, Sikh and Muslim marriage, designing a marriage ceremony, the purpose of 

marriage.  

 

History  
 Church, State and Society 1509-1745 – Tudors & Stuarts, English Civil War, Oliver Cromwell  

 Industry & Empire. Britain 1745-1901 – Industrial Revolution, Public Health, Empire.  

 Introduction to 20th Century – Titanic  

 

English  
Students develop and extend the skills they gained in Year 7 through the following topics which 
support a mixture of reading, writing and speaking and listening skills and which offer students an 

opportunity to explore both fiction and non-fiction texts:  
 Media  

 Island Project  

 Stone Cold  



 Independent Reader / Boy in the Striped Pyjamas / Holes  

 Culture and Identity Poetry  

 Re-creations  

 

Science  
At KS3 students our taught our own course which is based on the new Programme of Study for 

Science. During Year 8 students study the following scientific topics: Light and Sound, Organs and 

Systems, Chemical Reactions, Ecosystems, Energy and Geology. 

 

French  
In Year 8, students study a variation of topics in their French classes. These include talking about 
what jobs certain members of their family may have. They learn how to say what they weather is like 

and to describe their typical day. They also learn how to form different verbs into the French present 

tense as well as learning the French past tense so they can say what they did last weekend or 
yesterday. They learn how to make arrangements with friends and how to give excuses as to why 

they may not be able to meet friends. They learn the vocabulary for items of clothing, more 
vocabulary linked to eating and drinking. They also learn how to describe a recent holiday using a 

variety of different French tenses.  

 

Spanish  
In Year 8, students study a variation of topics in their Spanish classes. These include talking and 

writing about what they like doing in their spare time. They learn how to describe their daily routine 

as well as how to arrange outings with friends. Students also learn the Spanish Past Tense so they 

can describe what they have done on a recent holiday. They also learn the Spanish for different types 

of food which will enable them to say what they like and dislike eating. They will learn how to shop 

for food items or to order meals in a Spanish restaurant. 

 

PE  
The PE curriculum is designed to  
 develop skills and attitudes needed to maintain and improve your personal health and physical 

development.  

 develop motor skills through a wide range of activities  

 develop positive attitudes towards physical activity  

 develop skills and attitudes that improve your relationships with other people  

 participate in creating healthy environments.  

Students develop their skills through a range of Indoor and Outdoor sports. 

 

ICT and Computer Science  
Control / Kodu / Sound  
In this unit students will create an adventure game using Kodu game lab. They will program 

characters to respond to your commands and will learn about control and the basics of computer 

programming.  
 

Small Basic Programming  
In this unit students will learn about Small Basic the programming language. They will create a 

number of programs from scratch and adapt them to customize / improve them. Students will then 

use the new skills that they have developed to create a fully working computer game.  
 

Spreadsheets  
This unit is building on what students have done in year 7. They will learn more about the program 

itself and its capabilities. Students will learn how to create formulae and use functions correctly within 
a spreadsheet.  

 



Desktop Publishing  

In this unit students will learn about good desktop design and learn how to use a desktop publishing 

package. They will learn about the appropriateness of layout and how it can affect the person reading 

the document. 


