
Programmes of Study 
Below are some basic details of the topics covered by students in Year 9.  
Students will also be issued with course descriptions giving more detail. 

 

Mathematics 
Over the course of the year students will study a range of units following areas of mathematics 

appropriate to their attainment levels: 

 Number:  Calculations, ratio, fractions, decimals and percentages 

 Algebra: collecting like term, substitution, graphs, solving equations, expanding and factorising, 

index laws, nth term, inequalities, 

 Geometry: Symmetry, measures, co-ordinates, conversion between units, angles, area, 

perimeter, and volume 

 Handling Data: Averages, probabilities, presentation and interpretation of data. 

 

Technology 

At the end of year 8 students will select their 3 strongest subjects to take on to year 9. This will allow 

them to focus on subjects that may lead them to success at GCSE. 
  

Food Preparation and Nutrition is a new subject which was previously taught as Catering at 
Calder High School.  If students choose to follow this subject in year 9 they will continue to develop 

their practical skills as well as learning about food science, and will investigate the properties of food. 

This will lead them on to a successful start at GCSE. 
  

In Resistant Materials and Engineering students develop their understanding of how to work 
safely in a practical environment, as well as learning to use the materials, tools and equipment safely 

and with confidence. In year 9 Resistant Materials and Engineering are taught as two different 

subjects.  
Through the Engineering course students will manufacture a steel tool box and develop an 

understanding of the basic Engineering skills.  
In Resistant Materials students will design and manufacture a clock following the process they will 

use at GCSE. 
  

During their time in Textiles student will learn to follow the design process and will develop a range 

of construction and decorative skills, developing in complexity each year.In year 9  they will design 
and manufacture a decorative textile picture/wall hanging which includes using a wide range of 

techniques preparing students for GCSE. 
  

During their time in Graphic Products student will develop their skills of presentation, basic 

computer skills and creativity, as will as designing and manufacturing products for a specific target 
market. In year 9 they will develop skills using software such as Photoshop to develop their logo 

design skills. They will also create prototype packaging for a drinks company. 
 

Expressive Arts 
Art 
Throughout Year 9, Art aims to develop student’s skills, knowledge and understanding through a 

variety of diverse and interesting topics. Over the first term this scheme aims to develop pupils’ 

drawing skills.  For the second term of Art students will demonstrate an understanding of how art can 
be used to communicate visually, highlighting a social statement or global issue of their choice.  For 

their third term of Art students will continue to develop their skills in a wider range of media and 
techniques on a Surrealist theme, looking at morphing imagery culminating in a final piece.    

 
Drama 

Throughout Year 9, Drama aims to build on students previous Drama skills, focusing on scripted 

work, students will explore contemporary classics such as Willy Russell’s Blood Brothers. John 



Godber’s Bouncers and Shakers, and some classic Shakespearean scenes.  This allows students to 

focus on their characterisation in relation to the demands of the new GCSE specification. Students 
also get the opportunity to explore the dramatic conventions of various practitioners including Bertolt 

Brecht, who engages with gender stereotyping, alienation, and Epic theatre throughout his work.  
 

Music 

The KS3 Music Curriculum is built around the following principles of the Paul Hamlyn Foundation ‘ 

Musical Futures’ programme. Schemes of work are themed around 1950’s Rock & Roll, and Popular 

Music from the 60’s, 70’s 80’s 90’s, up to the present day. 

The schemes develop a range of skills, knowledge and understanding, through:  
 Practical work on instruments/voice, creating authentic musical experiences  

 Aural learning, that fully integrates listening with practical music making, improvising and 

composing  

 Students are motivated and engaged by music they value and that is relevant to them, before 

moving onto other musical and learning styles  

 Technique, notation and other forms of written instruction are part of the process but are 

developed through practical playing  

 

Humanities 
Geography  

The Year 9 Geography curriculum covers the following topics and a range of linked mini-assessments 
and end of unit tests. 

 

 World Issues – including conflict, refugees, desertification assessment and end of unit test  

 Baking Planet – focusing on global warming and its impacts and possible solutions 

 World map test  

 Rivers and Flooding – to include, fluvial process and landforms, map skills, causes of flooding 

assessment and end of unit test  

 China – the study of China and its impact on the world 

 
Religious Studies  

 The following is taught to students in Year 9: 

 
 Good & Evil – Evil people, the Holocaust, Adam and Eve. 

 Sikhism – Beliefs and practices. 

 Sikhism – Family and relationships. 

 Death and afterlife – Heaven, hell, purgatory, Buddhist rebirth, Hindu reincarnation and 

alternative views on death. 

 Forgiveness – Christian and Jewish concepts of forgiveness, Holocaust and forgiveness, Tutu’s 

TRC in South Africa.  
 

History  
The curriculum for students in Year 9 focuses on the period from 1901 until the present day.  
 WWI  

 Suffragettes  

 WWII  

 1960s  

 

English  
In Year 9, students are taught the skills and practices required for success at GCSE level and are 
prepared for the demands of extended study and analysis through the following topics:  

 Shakespeare (Macbeth)  

 Recreations (creative writing)  



 Spoken Language Study  

 Class Reader (The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time) reading assessment  

 Class Reader (The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time) writing assessment  

 GCSE preparation 

 

Science  
At KS3 students our taught our own course which is based on the new Programme of Study for 

Science.  

During Year 9 students study the following scientific topics: Biological Processes, Motions and Circuits, 

Metals and Acids. For the final term of year 9 students begin to study GCSE units for Core Science. 

 

French  
In Year 9, students study a variation of topics in their French classes. These include being able to talk 

about what different programmes and types of film they prefer to watch. Students revisit the French 

past tense so they can describe activities done on a recent weekend. Students will learn how to use 
the future tense so they can talk about what they are going to do tomorrow or next weekend as well 

as being able to describe events further in the future. Students learn the vocabulary for parts of the 
body so they can say if they have hurt themselves. They also learn how to say if they are healthy or 

unhealthy and to give advice to others on how to keep in shape. Students learn the vocabulary for 
different modes of transport, how to book a room in a hotel in France and also what chores they do 

at home.  

 

Spanish  
In Year 9, students study a variation of topics in their Spanish classes. These include talking and 

writing about what different types of television programmes they watch and also what types of music 

they like to listen to. Students learn how to describe their school giving details on what subjects they 

like and don’t like studying. They also learn how to describe their teachers, to talk about the rules in 

the school and to talk about what extracurricular activities on offer in their schools. They learn the 

Spanish for parts of the body and how to say if they have hurt themselves. They also learn how to 

talk about their diets and how to give people advice on how to stay in shape. Students also learn how 

to say how they earn money and what they spend this on. Students also learn the Spanish future 

tense which allows them to talk about what job they would like to do in the future. 

 

PE  
The PE curriculum is designed to  
 develop skills and attitudes needed to maintain and improve your personal health and physical 

development.  

 develop motor skills through a wide range of activities  

 develop positive attitudes towards physical activity  

 develop skills and attitudes that improve your relationships with other people  

 participate in creating healthy environments.  

 Students develop their skills through a range of Indoor and Outdoor sports. 

 

ICT & Computer Science  
Python Programming  

In this unit students will learn about Python programming language. They will create a number of 

programs from scratch and adapt them to customize or improve them. Students will then use the new 
skills that they have developed to create a fully working computer game.  

 
Computer Hardware and Software / Networking  

In this unit students will learn about all of the hardware and software components that make up a 
computer. They will use this knowledge to create a presentation to educate a non-technical audience. 



Students will also learn about the different network topologies and how data is transferred between 

devices.  
 

Adobe Flash  
In this unit students will learn about the basic and more complex features of Flash. They will learn 

how to edit graphics, add buttons and write action script. Students will use these skills to create your 

own computer game.  
 

Spreadsheets  
This unit is building on what students have done in previous years. They will learn more about the 

advanced features of Excel. Students will learn how to create formulae and how to use functions 

correctly within a spreadsheet as well 


