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30 March 2020 
 
Dear Parents 

 
At the start of the second week of school 'closure' I wanted to make contact with you 
again. I use the word 'closure' loosely as both students and staff have been fully 
involved with continuing to access and deliver the curriculum from home. I would like to 
pass on my thanks to parents for supporting our students with this and their patience as 
we all adjust to this new way of working. I'm pleased to say that our plans to set and 
receive completed work seem to be working so far! 

 
I realise that learning from home can be quite a challenge for students, and their parents, 
particularly if they are finding a topic difficult or finding the work is taking much longer than 
the standard lesson hour. We are reviewing what and how we set work so it can be 
comfortably completed during the lesson time. The aim is for students to be able to follow 
their current timetable in order that we can continue to provide a level of structure through 
these challenging and uncertain times. We will be sending out a survey to parents and 
students in the next few days, which will enable us to get some wider feedback on how 
students are finding accessing and completing work so we can continue to refine our 
approach. Please see below some further information about how to support your child with 
home learning. 

 
For those parents of Year 11 students we are hoping to hear some further details from 
Ofqual this week about examination grading and as soon as we do will this will be passed 
onto relevant parents. I appreciate the worry and uncertainty that Year 11 students are 
facing at this time but please be assured that we are already working on collating all the 
data we hold on student attainment-to-date in order that we can move as swiftly as 
possible on awarding final grades. 

 
I have been really impressed with the number of students and staff who have been sharing 
positive activities and stories with us this week. It is very welcome at the current time and if 
you haven't yet had a chance to look at twitter, it is well worth a few minutes out of your day, 
even just to admire the ‘silky skills’ of our very own Mr. Keepy-up Kenworthy! We will still be 
trying to publish our Easter Newsletter, so it would   be great to hear from any students who 
have something to share. It could be a new skill they have learnt, a poem or story they have 
written or just something different they have done during the extended time at home. If 
students would like to contribute, they can e-mail cwashington@calderlearningtrust.com with 
a short summary and any accompanying photos. 

 
Can I also pass on my thanks to all the parents who have sent messages of support this 
week, they have been a very welcome boost to our staff morale. 

 
Stay home, stay safe. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Anthony Guise 
Headteacher 
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Information about supporting students with their home learning 

 
We have all learnt much this week and we are so proud of both students and teachers for 
their resilience and commitment. Despite some issues at the start of the week, we are all 
learning new ways for staying in touch and carrying on learning. 

 
Please reassure your children not to become anxious or overwhelmed by any work that is 
set. Teachers are not expecting students to spend all day and night working, so if 
students have spent the lesson time on the work, they do not need to spend any more 
time on it, particularly if they are in Years 7-9. The most important thing is that students 
try to engage with the work that teachers are setting and, as time goes on, both staff and 
students will become even more efficient and effective at distance learning: we are all on 
this journey together! 

 
Students can communicate with staff (ideally during their lesson time) if they are finding 
the work tricky through their Office 365 email. Of paramount importance is student/family 
wellbeing, so, if things are not working or if your child is becoming overwhelmed, 
encourage them to take a break, let their teacher know how far they have got/what they 
are stuck with and spend some time with them, if possible, doing something else. 

 
Please remind your children to submit on Office 365 any work that the teacher has asked 
to be submitted (this will be indicated in the instruction for the task) and mark tasks as 
‘completed’ on Class Charts' when done.  
 


