
Dear Parents 
 
I am writing to inform you of the decision made by the governing body of The 
Calder Learning Trust to consult on the future of Calder VI. It has always 
been our intention to maintain a sixth form at Calder High but this has 
become increasingly difficult. 
 
The financial pressures facing all public services have been well documented 
over recent years and sadly the financial impact of maintaining post-16 
education as part of The Calder Learning Trust has become untenable. Post-
16 funding has been capped by central government since 2013 and the 
impact for Calder VI has been a significant reduction in funding over the last 
4 years. 
 
The Department for Education identifies 200 as the minimum viable number 
of students required for new sixth forms and one of the biggest challenges we 
face every year is recruitment into Calder VI. Whilst posing a significant 
challenge for the school, it is a reflection of the breadth of Post-16 provision 
available to our students. As our GCSE results have improved, increasing 
numbers of Year 11 students have met the entry requirements for some of 
the top sixth form colleges in the country. Our increased success at GCSE has 
resulted in more students accepting offers to study at other institutions and 
being very successful at their new establishments. More students than ever 
are now following academic courses at Rochdale, Greenhead, Huddersfield 
New and Burnley colleges. This offer is only going to expand with the opening 
of the new central Halifax Sixth Form Centre. 
 
The relationship between GCSE success and post 16 recruitment is 
highlighted in the graph below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A reduction in available funding, both into main school and the sixth form 
compounded by a reduction in student numbers means that we are in the 
position where we can no longer afford to maintain the quality of provision 
we have previously offered. This academic year we had to reduce our 
curriculum offer and increase group sizes and despite these measures the 
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sixth form continues to run at a significant financial deficit that can only be 
met from funds allocated to key stages 3 and 4. 
 
In light of these pressures, the governing body have been discussing the 
following options: 

1. Maintain Calder VI  
2. Phased closure of Calder VI with no Year 12 recruitment in September 

2018 (current Year 12 progress to Year 13 as normal) 
3. Immediate closure of Calder VI from September 2018 

 
After careful consideration, the governing body have reached the conclusion 
that option 2 is in the best interest of the school and with regret are entering 
a period of Pre-Statutory consultation on this option.  
 
I will be meeting with students from Years 11, 12 and 13 this week to share 
with them the proposal and I would like to invite you to a Parents 
Consultation Evening on Tuesday 30th January at 6.30pm in the Ted 
Hughes Theatre. I will be meeting with parents of Year 12 students 
separately and I will send out the details of this meeting before half term. 
 
I have attached a copy of the Post-16 Consultation timeline and any 
comments can be submitted to the governing body in writing to the school 
address or electronically to post16consultation@calderlearningtrust.com. 
 
I appreciate the disruption that this announcement may cause. Please be 
assured that we as a governing body will do everything within our powers to 
minimise the impact of this consultation and continue to provide the quality of 
education that has seen Calder High School move into the top 10% of state 
schools nationally. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Jean Bradbury      Anthony Guise 
Chair of Governors       Headteacher 
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