
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
  
 
  

 

16 May 2018 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 

I would like to keep you informed regarding the timing and character of examinations and assessments 
for students in Key Stage 3 between now and the end of the academic year.  Students will sit formal 

examinations in English, Maths and Science during the week beginning Monday 25th June. These will be 

held in the Gym. Information about the timing and character of each of these exams can be found below. 
Each exam will be one hour in duration. 

 

English: Monday 25th June, 1-2pm 

To prepare themselves well for the English exam, Year 7 students should learn the key VISA and 

structural methods writers use when writing texts (a revision sheet will be provided by their English 

teacher). Students should also read as much good quality fiction as possible! 

 

Maths: Wednesday 27th June, 9-10am 

Students will sit a 1 hour non-calculator paper in the Gym and a 1 hour calculator paper in class.  The 

exam papers will test a range of topics covered this year including: 

Number: fractions, decimals, percentages.  Algebra: substitution and simplifying. 

Shape: area and measures.  Data handling: interpreting and drawing graphs. 

 

Science:  Thursday 28th June, 1-2pm 

In Science, students will be tested on the topics below.  

Biology: movement, cells, interdependence, plant reproduction, variation and human reproduction 

Chemistry: particle model, separating mixtures, metals and non-metals, acids and alkalis, universe/earth 

structure  

Physics: speed, gravity, voltage and resistance, current, energy costs and energy transfers. 

 

Preparation in class will focus on revision techniques rather than content.  Resources students could use 

to revise include BBC Bitesize and SAM Learning.  Setting for next year will depend, to some extent, on 

performance in this exam but will also take into account the levels students have achieved in end of unit 

tests and their attitude to learning throughout the year. 

 

Year 8  

 

Maths: Tuesday 26th June, 1-2pm 

Students will sit a 1 hour non- calculator paper in the Gym and a 1 hour calculator paper in class.  The 

exam papers cover a range of topics that the students have covered this year including: 

Number: fractions, decimals, percentages, Algebra: substitution and simplifying 

Shape: area and measures, Data handling: interpreting and drawing graphs. 

 

Science:  Wednesday 27th June, 1-2pm 

In Science, students will be tested on the topics below.  

Biology: breathing, digestion, respiration, photosynthesis, evolution and inheritance 

Chemistry: periodic table, elements, chemical energy, types of reaction, climate and earth resources. 

Physics: contact forces, pressure, electromagnetism, magnetism, work and heating and cooling 



 
 

 

 

 

Preparation in class will focus on revision techniques rather than content.  Resources students could use 

to revise include BBC Bitesize and SAM Learning.  Setting for next year will depend, to some extent, on 

performance in this exam but will also take into account the levels students have achieved in end of unit 

tests and their attitude to learning throughout the year. 

 

English: Friday 29th June, 9-10am 

In order to prepare effectively for the English exam, Year 8 students should read good quality non-fiction 

texts and consider how the writer conveys their thoughts and feelings through their language and 

structural choices (a revision sheet will be provided by their English teacher). 

 

Year 9 

English: Monday 25th June, 9-10am 

In order to prepare effectively for the English exam, Year 9 students should read good quality fiction 

texts. They need to think carefully about the language choices the writer has made and how they have 

structured the text. They should consider how successful the writer has been in the choices they have 

made (a revision sheet will be provided by their English teacher). 

 

Maths: Tuesday 26th June, 9-10am 

Students will sit a 1 hour non-calculator paper in the Gym and a 1 hour calculator paper in class. 

Students will be assessed on all topics they have learnt in Key Stage 3. A full revision list will be issued to 

all students by their classroom teacher and will include: Algebra, Number, Ratio, Geometry, Probability 

and Statistics. 

 

Science: Thursday 28th June, 9-10am 

Students have begun studying course material for their GCSE exams and will be examined on the first 

two units in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. These are: 

Biology - i) Cell Biology and ii) Organisation 

Chemistry - i) Atomic structure and the periodic table and ii) Bonding, structure and the properties of 

matter 

Physics - i) Energy changes in a system and ii) Electricity 

Prior to the examination, students will be provided with a detailed topic list to help them with their 

revision. 

 

Years 7-9  Non-core subject areas 

Other subjects will be assessing attainment and progress through on-going end of module tests. 

Information about these, which will take place during normal lesson time, will be given to students by 

subject teachers in advance of the assessment, allowing suitable preparation and revision to take place. 

The results of both the formal exams and assessments will be reported in the July tracking information 

that students will receive.  

 

Thank you for your support of your son/daughter in their learning at Calder High School. If you have any 

questions about the forthcoming assessments, please do not hesitate to contact the Year Achievement 

Leaders. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
Chris Washington 

Assistant Headteacher: Key Stage 3 


