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From the Headteacher
Dear Parents

Welcome to the Winter edition of our newsletter. This term has
seen both HMI and the Local Authority praise the ongoing work
of the school as we continue in our drive to ensure that
everybody, everyday can be and do their very best. This term
saw the launch of a new approach to providing students with
the broader skills and experiences that balance their normal
lessons through our Learning for Life Immersion Days. These
days have provided students with the opportunity get involved
and to learn new skills and develop new understanding beyond
that offered in many schools across Calderdale.

Our ongoing efforts to provide an environment that supports
the developments we are making in teaching practice has seen
new classrooms opening and new courses running. There is a
whole world of computer programming that I am yet to
understand and I was in for a shock when I went into the newly opened Computer Science lab
and found students actually taking the computers apart and rebuilding them! Junior girls finally
have their new toilets and I’m assured that the new boys’ toilets will be opened in the New Year.
We are awaiting the outcome of an ‘All Schools’ bid submitted to the Rugby Football Union to
become a centre for rugby development and hopefully this should lead to the development of a
new multi-sport astro turf pitch funded in conjunction with Sport England and The Football
Foundation.

Another exciting development in the New Year will be the launch of our ‘Stakeholder Forum’.
This is an opportunity for parents, the community and local businesses to have a strategic input
into the development of Calder High School and have their voice heard on the Governing and
Trust boards. Look out for the invitations at the end of January for you to have a real say in how
Calder High School can provide the type of education we all want for our children.

I’m hoping that soon this relentless rain will turn to snow and we can enjoy all that this festive
season has to offer. Thank you for all the messages of support that we receive through
parentenquiry@calderhigh.calderdale.sch.uk and I would like to wish you all the very best for the
New Year to come.

100% Attendance Raffle
I would like to wish all our students and their parents a “Merry Christmas”
and say “Thank You” for the continued support. As we go to press, whole
school attendance stands at 95.5% - congratulations to all our students that
contributed to that figure. All our year groups have shown an improvement
on their attendance figure from last year as we head towards the end of the
first term. A fantastic number of students have achieved 100% attendance
this half term, 495 to be exact. They will each receive a post card home
congratulating them on their efforts and will also be placed in the 100%
attendance raffle to win High Street Vouchers.

    Miss R Starling ‘I look forward seeing you all, on time, every day, in the New Year.’



Attendance Matters
NB: Students falling below 90% attendance
fall into the Persistent Absence category and
could well be subjected to: Parenting contracts
and orders, Penalty notices, Education
Supervision Order or Prosecution.

Reporting on Absence
All absences must be reported by 9am each day by calling the attendance line 01422 889900
Absences of over 5 days must be supported by medical evidence
The aim is to prepare students for progression to Key Stage 4, further education or employment.
Please provide a medical appointment card, copies of prescription/medication given.
Absences of over 5 days without medical evidence will not be authorised
Any form of unauthorised absence may be subject to a penalty notice from the Local Authority.
Please follow up any absences with a note in the student’s planner to the form tutor on their return
to school. Please make routine appointments outside school time. If this is not possible, please
provide the medical appointment card or a copy of the hospital letter. Without this, any absences
will be unauthorised. All unexplained absences will become unauthorised by the school.
Punctuality
Arriving late into school is very disruptive for the class teacher and other class members. It also
means that late students themselves miss vital input from teachers.
Registration is at 8.35am
If, for whatever reason, you know your child will be arriving late, please call the attendance line or
provide your child with a written note.
Late Students must sign in at the Attendance Window in Student Services.
The school gates will be closed each morning at 8.35am
If a student arrives late 2 or more times within the same week they will be issued with a detention.
Persistent lateness can result in a fixed penalty fine being issued to Parents/carers by the Local
Authority.
Holidays during Term Time
Calder High School will not authorise any holidays in term time; the hidden cost of lost education is
very precious to us. The School wishes to discourage holidays during term time as attendance is
vital to academic success. If, after having a 10 day holiday, a student is then
genuinely ill, then each additional day they are absent from school will reduce their total
attendance by 0.5%
Research suggests that 17 missed school days a year = 1 GCSE grade drop in achievement.
Basically, holidays in term time do affect your child’s success rate .
*Leave of absence during term time will only be authorised in exceptional circumstances and must be
applied for on a leave of absence form.
Why is your child’s attendance at school so important?   Please read the following:

·  Your child will have access to a safe learning environment.
·  Your child will receive the full‐time education to which they are entitled.
·  Your child will achieve success with their learning at school.
·  Your child will have the opportunity to access the widest possible range of opportunities when
they leave school.

At Calder High School we would like all our students to
 aim for 96% attendance during each academic year

Important Facts about Attendance
100% = no days absence from school
95% = 10 days absence from school
90% = 20 days absence from school
85% = 30 days absence from school
80% = 40 days absence from school



Year 7 News
There has been a Form Championship running in Year 7, where forms are in
competition for the most number of points. Points are scored on the leader
board through a combination of inter form competitions, attendance, and
merits. Here is the leader board for the end of the last half term:

Well done to Rawat’s Rhinos who won with
a huge 226 points, and were awarded with
a prize in assembly. A special mention must
be given to 7XD who won the Form Notice
Board competition and were awarded 70
merits! Thet were closely followed by 7YD
in second place and 7XL in third.

Before half term, the names of the top ten merit earners in Year 7 were
placed in a tophat and there were prizes for the first three to be drawn.
Asher Andrews Parry, Imaan Ali and Tamlin Draper were the lucky winners
this term! There was also a prize awarded to Alastair Wilson whose name
was selected by a random name generator for having 100% attendance.

Stay Awake
On Friday 13 November 98 Year 7 students took part in a
sponsored ‘stay awake’ organised by Miss Hartley and the
Sixth Formers in order to raise sponsorship money for the
overseas project. Miss Hartley said that pupils were, “mostly
hyper for the whole 12 hours, wired on sugar and pop, but
on the whole were very well behaved.” Pupils raised a
whopping £2250. I must give a special mention to the top 3
fundraisers; Daisy Holmes who raised £112 (XL), Haadiya
Ilyas raised £93 (XA) and Danielle Taylor raised £84.85
(XL), a fabulous effort from these three incredibly modest

students. Throughout the night, pupils could use cinema rooms, games rooms and took part in
games and quizzes. Everyone had a fantastic time and the night was a huge success. Sixth Formers
are hoping to host another night later on in the year.
Halloween Disco
Before half term PE organised a Halloween disco for pupils in Years 7, 8 and 9. Both students and
staff truly got into the spooky spirit by dressing up as all kinds of frightful ghosts and ghouls.
There was a photo booth and pupils could buy drinks and snacks. The PE department did a
fantastic job of decorating the hall and lighting on the night was provided by Elliot Baines, 7YD.
Football Fanatic
Chloe Latham plays football for Burnley Girls Under 12s one of the
largest women only clubs in the country. The picture below was taken
following the match against Bolton Academy. The final score saw
Burnley victorious with a 6-2 win and our very own Chloe scored all 6
goals!



Year 7 News
Ogden Water
On 21 October during the first Learning for Life day, Year 7
went to Ogden Water where they took part in many
different team building activities in their forms. There was
shelter building, an earth walk, a team building construction
challenge and orienteering. Despite the wet weather, pupils
enjoyed the day and learnt lots of new skills. The following
week in assembly, Mr Webb awarded certificates to pupils
who had the quickest times for orienteering in each form and gave a special award to Betty
McParland who managed to complete the whole day, despite being on crutches! All pupils
demonstrated excellent team work and were extremely well behaved.
Festival Star!
Elliot Baines in 7YD operates stage lighting and has already helped out at gigs for artists such as
Newton Faulkner and the Levellers, tripping switches in front of crowds of more than 28,000
people.
Also a wannabe drummer, Elliot attends numerous festivals every year to pursue his hobby and rub
shoulders with industry professionals.
As well as festivals such as Shambala in Northamptonshire, Elliot visits the DJ show in Birmingham
once a year, helping technicians use laptop technology to control light shows.

Elliot’s knowledge has also impressed experts from KSS
Audio, a London-based events company he meets up
with once a year to help out at gigs.
Elliot, who has already made his debut as a stage director,
running a show for Festival TV in Hull, also works with
Angel Gardens, an organisation that creates family spaces
at festivals across the UK. Closer to home, he runs discos
for his local Cub Scout group and did the lighting for the
KS3 Halloween Disco.

Excellent 8s News
I can’t quite believe that we are already approaching the end of the first term,
Christmas will soon be upon us! I would just like to take this opportunity to
thank you all for supporting me in my new role. I love my job and my year
group are the best.
I am really enjoying getting to know all the students and I am constantly
surprised by their high standards of behaviour and commitment to learning.
Year 8 have had a fantastic start to the year, uniform has been brilliant and feedback from tutors
and teaching staff regarding behaviour and attitudes to learning has been excellent.
I would like to wish all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, I look forward to working with
you all in 2016. Miss Starling is celebrating students’ attendance. Students that have
100% attendance will be awarded with a certificate during their year assembly and a postcard
celebrating their achievement will be issued home. All students with 100% will be entered into a
prize draw, the draw will take place at the end of each half- term and winners will be awarded with
a £10 ‘Love to Shop’ gift voucher. Congratulations to Hannah Alker 8XC, our first Year 8 winner!



Excellent 8s News
Merits
All students have the opportunity to gain merits during form time, lessons, extra-curricular and
around school for being polite and helpful.
It is fantastic to see that all Year 8 students are on track to receive their Bronze award for earning
300 merits. Students that have already received their award are as follows:

Max Ames 8YL, Lizzie Ashman 8XD, Amy Coaten 8XC, Katie Hirst 8XC,
Zahim Hussain 8YD, Julian Pietryszyk 8XC, Antony Warrington 8XC

Students’ individual merit totals are combined per form group at the end
of each half-term and the winning tutor group are awarded prizes.

Xtra Dynamic (8XD) are the current
champions with a grand total of 3326!

Immersion Days
So far students have taken part in 2 very successful and enjoyable
Immersion Days. Feedback from students and staff has been excellent.
The first of the Immersion Days explored the following topics;
stereotypes, alcohol, smoking, social media and relationships. Outside
agencies gave presentations and students took part in a range of activities including an alcohol
awareness competition run by West Yorkshire Police to design a beer mat. The winning design was
created by Chloe Turner 8YA and will be issued to pubs in Hebden Bridge.
The second Immersion Day of Term 1 was called the ‘E Factor’ and focused on enterprise. Students
were tasked with setting up and managing a band, students worked in groups to plan, recruit,
obtain financial backing, promote and present to the rest of the year group. It was fantastic to see
students working so well together and the work that they produced was outstanding.

Halloween
A pumpkin carving competition was launched for Key Stage 3, the
entries were ‘spooktacular’ and featured at the Halloween disco.

The winners were as follows:
Chloe McQueeney 8XA, Beau Well 8XA

and Miss Alyas 8YC
Beau Well of 8XA was the winner of the Mytholmroyd Arts Festival
competition. Her work was framed by Abacus Framers and exhibited at
the festival. Well done Beau, great artwork.
Sporting News
90 students from Calderdale took part in Netball trials. Annie Farmer
8XD and Jess Emmett 8YL were selected to take part in the second round, well done girls!
Isabella English-Burns 8XD has been selected to represent Calderdale/Kirklees in a hockey
tournament, good luck Isabella!
Kara Graham will be ice skating in her Christmas Show on 6 and 7 December and competing in
Glasgow on 9 and 10 April 2016, we wish you luck!



Year 9 News
So it’s that time of year already and I can’t believe how quickly this term has
passed. It only seems like last week that I stood in front of Year 9 for the first
time. What I can say is how impressed and thankful I am of the support I have
received from students, staff and parents. It is important that we reward and
recognise excellent behaviour and attendance as it has such a positive impact
on our students.
I will start with the top form award. This is based on attendance and merits.

Year 9 form super stars
9XC TED HENDERSON

9XD HEATHER SIMPSON
9XL ERIN FAHEY

9YA EDVINAS ADOMAVICIUS
9YD KATIE HEPPLEWHITE

9YC MARY MELBARDE

 Top Form
1st place 9XL
2nd place 9YC
3rd place 9YD

Megan Baylis, 9XD Susannah Kendall, 9YA
Owen Bennett, 9YC Luke Latham, 9XC
Molly Blacker, 9XL Abby Little, 9XA
Izaac Blinkhorn, 9YD Sinead Mccall, 9XA

Kieran Brooks, 9YA George Mears-Sykes, 9YL
Toby Brunt, 9YC Mary Melbarde, 9YL

Jari Burnard, 9XL Jaike Mogg-Wright, 9XA
Ruben Chalmers, 9YC Ruby Owers, 9XL
David Fleet, 9XC Kai Scott, 9XL

Josephine Gibson, 9YA Harry Shapland, 9XL
Jennifer Goff, 9XA Heather Simpson, 9XD

Alice Gordon, 9YC Thomas Smethurst-Robinson, 9YD
Navraj Hare, 9XD Ruby Snowdon, 9YA

Pavandeep Hare, 9XD Dylan Steele, 9XL
Joseph Holdsworth, 9XL Amelia Warden, 9XA

Elliot Holmes, 9XL Maddie Wilson, 9YA
Noah Hudson, 9YD Oliver Wood, 9YL
Daisy Hunter, 9XD Mae Woodhouse, 9XD

Our students have the chance to be involved in lots of different organisations inside and outside of
school.
“On Saturday 28 November, I participated in the Todmorden Amateur
Swimming Club Gala. I took part in six races and came first in backstroke,
freestyle and IM (individually medley) and came second in breaststroke
and butterfly. I beat the record in the IM and am now the record holder
for that event.” Lucy Sullivan, 9YD



Year 9 Out and About

Year 10 News

The French exchange was really fun, we didn’t just visit one foreign country
whilst we were there, we visited Belgium as well. Whilst we were in Belgium we were given the
option of either going on a horse and cart ride or a boat ride on a canal in Bruges which was nick-
named little Venice, It was really pretty there but the weather was a little bit dull.
We spent a whole weekend with our French partners’ family without seeing our teachers or friends
but they were very hospitable and friendly and would do activities with you or take you out, either
way they definitely made you feel welcome! When we weren’t with our French exchange family, we
were looking round amazing towns or World War 2 memorial sites and in general  just having fun.
Hope Well, 9XA

I play for Burnley Girls FC Under 14s and have done so for a few seasons, we train every
Wednesday night and training extra nights is optional.
We have matches every weekend, sometimes 2, against other Under 14 teams in the Lancashire
League and so a far we have played 9, won 7 and lost 2.
Matches are only cancelled if the weather is EXTREMELY bad, we played a cup match in Liverpool
in the hail and lightning! Due to floods the last two weeks have been postponed.
A few weeks back we played a boy’s team due to having no league games and we beat them 5-2.
Presentation evenings are at Turf Moor in a bar area overlooking the pitch. They are a lot of fun;
awards go out to the players, player, most improved and Manager’s player. Ex England women’s
goal keeper, Mrs Brown presented our medals last year. We have a cup match on the 5 December
to see if we can go through to semi-finals. Hannah Sheldon, 9YD

It’s fair to say that the Year 10 students have hit the ground running this
year.  I’m incredibly proud of the way they have taken on the challenges
presented to them as they start their GCSE studies.
Netball Heroes
On Tuesday 24th November, our Year 10 Netball Team beat Rishworth with a
massive 43-5 victory.  Congratulations to Emily Marshall, Ella Farmer, Hephzi Leatherbarrow,
Natalie Buchan, Annie Denton, Ellie Sim, Sarah Pedley and Zuzanna Pietryszyk for showing true
Calder spirit.
Our Millionaires of the Future
In Miss Higham’s Business lessons, the group were bidding to be entered into ‘The Real Business
Challenge’ run by Coca Cola.  The challenge gives students a chance to pitch their business ideas
against other schools. Ultimately, the best student teams will be invited to regional finals to work
alongside Coca Cola business experts on a live challenge.  I am very happy to say that Rhiannon
Glyn in 10XD and Sarah Marshall in 10XA have been entered into the competition.  Good Luck
Girls!

Top 10 Attitudes to Learning in the Year Group:
5. Jake Henderson
6. Alex Jones
7. Emily Marshall

 8. Fergus Rooney

1. Dom Bridge
2. Annie Denton
3. Ella Farmer

 4. Sophie Green

Well done to you all!
You have shown an
exemplary level of
organisation, behaviour
and maturity towards
your studies.

9. Sam Sutcliffe
 10. Phoebe Topliss



Year 10 Attendance
Well done to 10YD who have the best attendance for this year so far with 96.6%.  Thank you to
Mr Coles for supporting the form with achieving this figure. 10XL and 10YC are very closely
behind – both on 96.4%.

Lily Ashraf, Lily Bennett, Finn Bowles, Josh Brier, Claude Burnard, Harry Conroy, Ella Farmer,
Sufyan Ghafoor, Jack Graham, Luke Griffin, Lewis Hadfield, Evie Hairsine, Leanne
Halewood, Molly Halliday, Maya Hanvey, Jasmine Hodges, James Horner, Alex Jones, Anya
Keleher, Rowan Kimber, Mia Langley, Toby Lawrence, Kyran Lewis, Emily Marshall, Ciaran
Morley, Edie Murray, Jade Ogden, Jake Ormerod, Holly Owen, Esme Palmer, Emily Pickup,
Zuzanna Pietryszyk, Wilf Pimblett-Tattley, Ben Ridings, Kieran Rigg, Amelia Rowntree, Jack
Shaw, Emily Simpson, Sol Stappard, Ella Teague and Ted Vile.
In a term beset with a variety of coughs, colds and bugs, this is no mean feat!  I’m really happy
that all forty one of you have made such a committed start to Year 10.

Excellent Elevens
Thank you and well done
I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to the “Excellent Elevens”
for their hard work, good humour and commitment throughout this long first
term. It has been frenetic; packed with assessments, revision, mock exams and
even some “real” exams. On top of that they have had visits to colleges and six
forms and are currently making decision about their future.
I have been very impressed with the attitude, dedication and progress of the students; this final
year of GCSE Studies is both challenging and rewarding. The challenge is to put every ounce of
effort into your studies whilst maturing and becoming an independent young person; getting the
balance right takes time, practice, adjustments and the ability and confidence to say no to
anything that could stop you achieving the results you deserve. Remember to believe in yourself
and when you feel as if you just cannot do something, remember you will be able to, just not yet!
On a personal note I hope that all of the Year 11 students and their families have a wonderful
Christmas break and wish you all the very best for the New Year. Buckle up, it is going to be fast
and furious in 2016 but so worth it when you complete you last GCSE and have your prom
celebrations and a lovely long summer break!
Mrs J Kaye Year 11 Achievement Leader

This year has seen the launch of
the role of the prefect and it
has been brilliant to see the
students involved, supporting in
school with events, duties,
mentoring and support of lower school activities.
In addition many Year 11 Students got involved
in the school’s Open Evening and are great
Ambassadors every day.

Y11 Prefects and Ambassadors – Always Happy to Help



Year 11 news
Sam Bell 11XA who is a member of the Prefect Team has also been supporting the
Assembly programme this half-term. He has been collecting views and opinions
from students. He picked up on comments which can stop people from having a go
at new things. Sam says:- I often hear comments like “I can’t do Maths” or “I am not
that good at PE” and this shows that people are a little bit frightened of getting
things wrong but they should try because it makes all the difference. The theme of
the Assembly was about changing from a fixed mindset to a growth mindset and
Sam’s support was very much appreciated by Mr Johnson, the Deputy Headteacher.

*
Rachel Able Rory Lockett

Eime Adomaviciute Georgia Marshall
Olivia Allsopp Alfie Mcgivern

Zachary Ashworth Zanya Moore
Charlie Barnes Thomas Nelson

Chloe-Leigh Bell Molly Nylan
Sam Bell Rowan O'Sullivan

Grace Biglin Alexandra Ogden
Rose Bramley Martin Peacock
Eliza Brooks Tom Read
Ella Bugby Sophie Rowlinson

Jessica Corne Taylor Russell
Ralph Dubowski-Boggis Kipper Ryan
Aston Firth Ellie Smith

Andrew Glassbrook George Standring
Matthew Gledhill Katie Stansfield-Tyler

Ben Gordon Georgia Stanton
Rebecca Gorin Archie Walker

Lucy Gosling Tamsin Waterhouse
Daniel Hadfield Zach Watson
Casey Haigh Abigail Webster

Joseph Hellowell Charlie Webster
Chloe Holford John Whiley

Jessica Hollywood Bethany Whippey
Chloe Honour Lily Williamson
Molly Hudson Emma Wright

Tilly Hutchinson * as at 5 December

Well done to everyone mentioned and positive postcards have been sent in recognition of this
achievement – keep up the good work. The aim in Year 11 is for all students to achieve 97%
attendance, this will improve their results and it means as a Year Group we are setting the standard
for others. The Year Group as a whole are currently tracking at 96% and the top attending form
group are 11YL with 96.2% but it is very close and the race is on now for the winner which will be
decided on the 11 December and the whole form group will have a celebration breakfast in the
Diner.



Year 11 Merit Matters
In Year 11, merits matter more than ever because they will be part of the criteria
which students need to achieve to go to The Year 11 Prom. The provisional date
for Prom is Friday  24 June, however, there will be more definite news in the
New Year and a full round up in the next Newsletter of the overall Merit League.

Calder High School Pastoral Fundraising
As a school, we are very grateful for your generosity with all
the fundraising we do.  The Pastoral Team have been working
to find a way to raise money for rewards, pastoral events and
treats for the students without asking you for more money,
and we’ve found the perfect way!
Did you know that whenever you buy anything online - from
your weekly shop to your annual holiday - you could be
raising a free donation for Calder High School Pastoral Fund?
There are nearly 3,000 retailers including Amazon, John Lewis,
Marks and Spencer, Next, Ebay, Argos, Toys R Us, Apple Store,
Tesco, Aviva, thetrainline, Asda and Sainsbury’s, who will donate a percentage of the amount you
spend to Calder High School Pastoral Fund to say thank you for shopping with them.

It's really simple, and doesn't cost you anything.

You can also download the easyfundraising app on your mobile phone
or tablet, or follow us on Twitter at chs_pastoral for more
information.

There are no catches or hidden charges and Calder High School Pastoral Fund will
be really grateful for your donations.

Thank you for your support.

All you have to do is:
1. Go to
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/calderhighschoolpastoralfund
2. Sign up for free
3. Get shopping - your donations will be collected by easyfundraising and
automatically sent to Calder High School Pastoral Fund. It couldn't be easier!



Business Studies with Lloyds Banking
We were delighted to welcome
colleagues from Lloyds Banking
Group on 28th September who
delivered workshops for our Year
12 Business students.  Workshops
were run on “The Organisation of
Businesses, Business Resources,
Recruitment, Developing Business
Presentations and Researching
Information”.
Students “dressed to impress” and
in order to create a good first
impression wore professional outfits.  The Lloyds staff were extremely complimentary about the
conduct and attitude of our students and the school as a whole.  A number of students stood out,
in particular Labeeb Hussain, Hizzer Hussain and Charlie Mariani.

You did Business Proud!
On Tuesday 1 December, RSA Insurance came and ran 3 workshops with Year 11 Students.  They
excelled in every way.  I was so proud of them.  They represented the school, Mrs Kaye (YAL) and
more importantly themselves in a mature manner.  It was a really successful day. RSA have invited
us to their business in Dean Clough to do it again. Students of the day were; Eime Adomaviciute,
Zakariya Ali, Georgia Bamford, James Best, Harry Read, Tilly Taylor, Qasim Khan, Daanyal Ahmed,

Jack Anderson, Lawrence
Clayton, Mathew Gledhill,
Asaaf Iqbal, Ikrah Mahmood,
Faheem Nasir, George Stand-
ring, Chloe Leigh Bell, Jude
Corcos, Rory Ellis, Millie Far-
rington, Molly Nylan, Bethany
Taylor, Harriet Walton and Jay
Wild. A huge well done!
Miss Higham

Pastoral Team now on
The Pastoral Team are now on Twitter.  Please follow us at

chs_pastoral for information, news about achievement,

upcoming events, letters to look out for, etc.



In October this year Calder High School once again undertook its
annual French Exchange programme in collaboration with Collège
Roger Salengro in Saint Pol (Hebden Bridge’s sister town), in northern
France. 48 students were able to spend time staying with a host family
and experience the life and culture in this part of rural France. In
addition, the students were able to visit such sites as the La Louvre
gallery in Lens, the city of Lille, the historical sites in Éperleques and Bruges
as they crossed over into Belgium.
After a week of enjoying local hospitality, food and culture, students from Calder High were able
to experience using French in an authentic context, some of whom had not been abroad before.
This allowed them not only to improve their language skills but to experience a way of life which is
perhaps a little different to their own in the UK.
In March 2016 Calder High School
students will then welcome their French
partners to Calderdale for the second
part of the exchange programme to
allow the French students to visit and
learn from our local sites and culture.

French Exchange Trip

Calder Valley Brass Band
The Calder Valley Brass Band launched in September 2015
and has attracted a whole host of musicians in the area.  Mr
Simon Barnes has written and arranged some fantastic
pieces for the band and they are sounding great.  We look
forward to their performance engagements coming up in
the next couple of months and for Christmas.  We spoke to
Mr Barnes this week when we popped into rehearsal and
who was very excited and said, "The Calder Valley Brass
Band has, from the first rehearsal, been far more successful
than I could have hoped for. We had a good turn out from day one and the standard was high. We
are now in week 6 and have begun to build a repertoire of tunes that the band liked to play and they
sound great! We eagerly await our first concert in December."

Rememberance Parade
Calder High School was well represented at the annual
Mytholmroyd Remembrance Day Parade through the village on
Sunday 8 November.  In drizzle and wind we joined the local
community to march to the War Memorial where Oliver
Williams, Head Boy laid a wreath on behalf of
Calder High School. He was accompanied by
Deputy Head Girl, Emily Williams, Jessica Russell
and Student Councillor, Josephine Gibson. It was
lovely to see so many of our young people joining
together in an important community event.
Mrs J Healey



Personal, Social and Health Education days
Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) is now taught through
Immersion Days at Calder High School.  Instead of delivering PSHE every
week for one hour per week we now run six Learning for Life days a year.
The days are based on the PSHE programme of Study themes of Living in
a Wider World, Relationships and Health & Well Being.
On Wednesday 21 October we ran our first day and I am delighted to say
it was a huge success for everyone concerned.  We had over thirty
volunteers from Universities, local colleges, local businesses and charities working with students
from Years 7 to 13.  Year 7 spent the day at Ogden Water to develop their team working skills, Year
8 focused on Personal Safety, Year 9 Information, Advice & Guidance and Decision Making and Year
10 Emotional Well Being.  Year 11 had a Drop Down Day for English and Calder VI students

engaged with presentations from various deliverers and completed UCAS
applications. Using new technology we were able to gain excellent feedback
from staff, students and presenters and were delighted by the very positive
comments. If you are interested in supporting us on a Learning for Life day
please do not hesitate to contact me on
jhealey@calderhigh.calderdale.sch.uk

Grotesque Theatre
Year 10 Drama students have been exploring the Theatre
Practitioner Antonin Artaud this week, and his dynamic style
"Theatre of Cruelty". This week they engaged audiences in their
Grotesque theatre performances, provoking the audience's
imagination by disturbing the five senses. A special mention
has to go to the fabulous group, who left the audience’s
imagination running wild, as they performed part of their piece
whilst the audience were blindfolded!



Year 7 go to Ogden Water
The Year 7 Trip to Ogden Water took place on Wednesday 21 October.
This was the first of a series of Drop Down Days in Learning for Life where
students in different Year Groups participated in a range of different
activities. For Year 7 this meant a day at Ogden Water with four different
sessions over the course of the day, designed to test them in a variety of
ways.
The day was wet and wild but none of the Year 7 students complained at any stage throughout
the day. Behaviour, attitude and effort, was encouraging, as they just got on with it and
challenged themselves.
The Earth Walk involved lots of trust activities and each form took it in turns to participate. This
activity took place in the forest and involved fun activities where students had to orientate
themselves when blindfolded.
The shelter building also took place in the forest and the students were required to make a
range of different shelters using a variety of different materials. The idea here was to learn how
to survive in the outdoor environment and what to use to help.
The Team Challenge involved building the tallest tower that you could from a range of different
sticks, making it stable yet as tall as possible. There were some amazing towers with a student
from 7XL’s tower reaching over 2 metres high.
The final activity was Orienteering which was run by Calder High School staff. The students
worked in pairs and had to navigate to different control points around the reservoir. Prizes were
given out to the fastest students in each form. 7XC winners were, Noah Kelly and Joe Whitby, in
XA it was Eloise King and Alfie Hudson. The winners in XL were Alfie Pickles and Lachlan
Wilkinson; in XD it was Eilo Beesley and Reece Chambers. In 7YC the winners were Will Boom and
Alex Mogg-Wright, in YA Connor Morgan and Sam Colbert. In 7YD the fastest pair was Freya
Kirby and Hollie Knowles.
The fastest three pairs throughout the day were as follows: third place, Alfie Pickles and Lachlan
Wilkinson with a time of 12-40; second place, Connor Morgan and Sam Colbert with a time of
12-30; first place overall were Noah Kelly and Joe Whitby with a very impressive time of 11-35,
nearly a full minute faster than everyone else.
Overall Year 7 had a very enjoyable and successful day out. I hope that they will continue to
support further Outdoor Trips and opportunities, in such a positive way
G Webb, PE Faculty



What’s going on in Science?
This half term has seen even more engaging and inspiring lessons, where
our Key Stage 3 students have modelled, observed and investigated lots
of scientific processes in lessons.

Miss Balmforth's Year 7 group had the chance
to observe a demonstration of a 'collapsing
can', in which students investigate how
particles behave in a vacuum.
Miss Helliwell/Mrs Wild's Year 7 group observed
diffusion using potassium permanganate in
water to further understand ideas of particle
behaviour in liquids. Some excellent work seen
from Daisy Swinbank, Ruby McFie and Tom Hollingdrake, well done
Year 7!
Mrs Wild's Year 8 group had the chance to think creatively in the Eco-
systems unit by selectively breeding their own

X-Men using particular characteristics to do a specific job. Well done to
Atiya Akhtar, Isaac Shaw and Izzie Boyce who all demonstrated an excellent
understanding of selective breeding over the course of this half term.
By observing the abstract ideas in particles and applying their knowledge to
a familiar subject in selective breeding, students are able to extend their
understanding.
Stay tuned for more 'awe and wonder' in Science lessons next half term…

Year 13 Social Sciences
The Year 13 Sociologists attended the Criminology
Conference in Manchester in November, accompanied by
Miss Gregory and Miss Hiltunen. The students were able
to learn about the effectiveness of the prison system,
ways of punishment, how the justice system has evolved
over the centuries and received UCAS tips on potential
applications to university and to Criminology courses.
They got to meet a real life criminal, who spoke of his ex-
periences of a life of crime and prison and took a picture
with Dr Fiddler, an expert in the field of Criminology.
Congratulations goes out to Abigail Rolt for winning the
Twitter competition for most interesting tweet of the event, and to Beth Winters for having the
courage to take the microphone in front of 400 people and ask Dr Fiddler a question.

In other news - Health and Social Care Year 13
students have had talks from a range of guest speakers from
various organisations in Calderdale, speaking to them about
potential Health Promotions. This has aided them for their up-
coming Coursework, where they will devise and run their own
Health Promotion on a current topic for Calderdale.



GCSE Music Trip to the Bridgewater Hall
On Thursday 15 October the full CHS GCSE Music cohort went on an evening excursion to the
Bridgewater Hall in Manchester.  The students dressed the part and boarded the coach as a group
of approximately 30 with staff, Mrs Rushton, Mr Davidson and Mrs Roebuck.
Members of the audience mentioned how impressed they were with the students’ behavior and
appreciated seeing a younger crowd at a classical concert.
The programme consisted of:  Rossini Overture: The Silken Ladder
         Dvorák Violin Concerto
         Vaughan Williams A London Symphony

Below is an extract of an analysis and review of the Rossini Overture, written by one of our Year 10
GCSE students Megan Burrows;

The Silken Ladder by the Halle Orchestra
‘I enjoyed the performance of ‘The Silken Ladder’ by the Halle Orchestra.  The orchestra itself was
very diverse as they used many different instruments.  It has a very simply harmonic structure with
clear melodies. Its use of adagio in the beginning of the piece gives a very sleepy, romantic sort
of tune.  I found myself feeling calm whilst this was being played by the woodwind instruments as
it was made up of long notes.  There was a flute playing a solo passage over the top, which creates
structure and depth, and is then followed by the strings entering with a soft hurrying theme. This
is then picked up by the woodwind section, leading to a sudden, loud theatrical entrance by the
strings.  I felt surprised and maybe even moved by the sudden change in dynamic in the piece as
it was very unexpected each time which made me value and appreciate the orchestra for their
confident onstage performance.
Overall, I enjoyed the performance very much and although it was the shortest piece that was
played, I felt completely drawn in by the instruments and by the whole atmosphere itself.  The
orchestra played with brilliant confidence. I loved the variation between ages amongst the
musicians that were involved in the performance.  The instruments were played to an
outstandingly high standard and the sound projected well to the audience.



Artsmark Gold... We’ve done it again
We are delighted to announce that Calder High
School has once again achieved the Artsmark Gold
Award from the Arts Council England, in recognition of
the outstanding contribution the arts has on the
school, students and local community; through the
curriculum and extra-curricular provision available.
Artsmark is Arts Council England's programme which
enables schools and colleges to evaluate, strengthen
and celebrate their arts and cultural provision.
In order to achieve Artsmark Gold, the school had to submit a 27,000 word application, detailing
the broad and balanced curriculum on offer, as well as the exciting and varied extra-curricular
opportunities available to all students. Since previously achieving Arts Mark Gold in 2011, Calder
High has continued to develop links with professional artists form a range of specialisms, to enrich
student experience. It is great to see that the hard work and dedication, of both staff and students,
has been recognised by the Arts Council England.
Assistant Headteacher, Ms L Hutt, said ‘We are delighted to receive this award, celebrating and
acknowledging the outstanding quality of our arts provision. Our students are talented,
imaginative, inspiring and eager to achieve, so it’s a pleasure to organise creative events in which
they can be participate.’
One of the major strengths of the school’s Expressive Arts Faculty, is its ability to share and
develop relationships within the wider community. This has been seen over the past number of
years, through a range of high profile and prestigious events, as well as regular performances and
exhibitions held in the Ted Hughes Theatre, and local venues.
Head of Expressive Arts, Mr L Dobson, said “We are delighted that Calder High School has been
recognised for providing a broad and balanced curriculum, which includes Art, Drama, Dance,
Music and Photography. It’s an absolute pleasure to teach such talented and creative students.
The Expressive Arts Faculty look forward to continuing to develop the curriculum, and the range of
opportunities available to all of our students.”

Year 11 visit Skipton Castle
On 6 November, Year 11 History students visited Skipton
Castle as part of their controlled assessment work. This gave
students a clear understanding of the development of a local
history site which they could then use in their assessment.
On the day students were given a guided tour of the castle
where they learnt about the history of the castle from its
construction in c.1090 by Robert de Romille, a Norman baron

to its surrender in the English Civil
War to its present role as a family home and

local tourist attraction. Students
and staff alike enjoyed the trip and
felt that it had helped them with
their controlled assessment.
      Mrs C Ashdown



Sports at Calder High School
This year has seen a very good turnout for all of Calder High School’s football
teams.  The new  Year 7 have been very keen with over 25 turning out for each
training session. This has resulted in some strong performances with some
very good wins. A stand out performer for the Year 7 team has been Dale
Blackburn who has contributed with goals from midfield.
The Year 8 team has seen the continuation from Year 7, with a big turn out to each and every
training session. This has made selection difficult at times but enabled us to be competitive in all
the games that we have played. Ben Mulvaney-Johnson has led by example this year and has been
rewarded as the Year Group’s Captain.
When Year 9 play football, they look unstoppable. They have a very strong starting eleven and are
only made stronger by the fringe players that they use. They have been competitive in every game
they have played this year and have played some excellent football. The boys are one of the most
skilful teams in school and with a midfield trio of Callum Cushing, Noah Hudson and Thomas
Smethurst-Robinson it has been very difficult to stop Calder winning.
The Year 10s have maybe had the toughest job of all the year groups as they have competed in an
extremely competitive league this year. With the likes of Brooksbank and Ryburn, they have been
excellent and come away with some brilliant victories. Ted Vile has shown leadership qualities
throughout and put in the performances that are expected of the captain.
All in all, it has been a successful season for the Calder High School football teams and with the cup
competitions coming up after Christmas, the boys are very well prepared.

The Calder Year 8/9 cricket team went into their first match having only 3 Year 9
students and the rest of the team made up from Year 8 and 7 students. Halifax High,

Calder’s first opponents arrived with a strong team of mostly Year 9 students.
Undaunted Calder set off to a solid start. The match was very tense and only a few

runs were made by both teams. Unfortunately bowling too many wide balls did cost
us the match, but this was not unexpected as we had only one training session as a
team. The score was 31 runs for the Halifax High and 24 runs for Calder, meaning
that we only missed out by 8 runs. Henry Lamper from Year 10 has volunteered to
help coach the team. Mr Taylor from the PE department believes he sees promise in
this team and is confident that with more practice, wins will be forthcoming in the
very near future.



Calder Sixth Form Open Evening
On Wednesday 18 November, it was Calder High’s opportunity to
show off our Sixth Form centre.  We are immensely proud of the
work that we do with our students and the results that we achieve.
The evening began with a presentation by the Headteacher and the
Director of Sixth Form in which visitors could hear about the
increased number of A*, A and B grades at A level and the 51% of
students who left us this summer with a Distinction or Distinction *
at BTEC level.  The pastoral care programme was also discussed.
Unlike any other Sixth Form in the area, we analyse student progress and assign a Post 16 Learning
Manager to students who may need additional academic and/or wellbeing support.  Students who
have benefited from a weekly appointment with a Learning Manager this year have spoken very
highly of the advice and guidance they receive.  After the keynote address, attendees were invited
to visit the Calder VI building and see students and staff in action.  The atmosphere was fantastic.

Hospitality students demonstrated their catering skills and
provided visitors with canapés such as mini spring rolls, chicken
skewers with sweet chilli dip, mini fruit tarts and billionaires
squares. Photography students carried around the Calder VI
Instagram frame and captured snippets of the event on film.
Calder VI is refining its provision and results year on year.  While
the Calder VI team pay attention to the details, students in our
care are carefully guided through Year 12 and 13 and gain the best
possible grades they can.  Most parents and prospective students

ask us how we can be so sure and our answer is always the same.  We strive to help everybody, every
day to overcome academic, emotional and social challenges so that they find personal success in all
that they do.  If you did not manage to visit us on the Open Evening, please contact Calder VI to
arrange an alternative appointment to look around.  We want to show off everything that we do.
We know that our Sixth Form experience is the best and we would like you to be our next success
story.



Yorkshire Sculpture Park visit
On the 4th of November, Year 11 Art students visited the Yorkshire Sculpture Park to enhance
their coursework for GCSE Art. After a misty start, the day was warm and fine allowing students to
enjoy walking around the beautiful park, taking photographs and making sketches.  Included in
the permanent collections were sculptures by British artists: Henry Moore, Barbara Hepworth,
Anthony Gormley and Andy Goldsworthy.  The temporary sculptures included the Poppies ‘Wave’
in remembrance of World War One.
Everyone was inspired and buzzing with ideas at the end of the day. The
students were a pleasure to take out and a credit to themselves and
Calder High School. Mrs Pickles and Mrs Oldham

Photographers at Calder
Year 11 students taking part in the Artsmark Bronze Award, visited Mytholmroyd to take
photographs of the local area.
Students focused on the park and canal and took a range of photographs which they developed
further in school as photographic collages in the style of David Hockney.
Students will be working on the project until December when their best image will be entered into
a competition on the local area run by Northern Rail.

Year 12 and 13 Photography students
are acting as official press
photographers for all school events.
You will see them around school wearing
their press pass and taking photographs. Photographs are
for school use only and can be seen on posters around
school and on the website. Look out for them at the next
school event and get into the frame.



Smartmove Hamper Appeal

Santa Dash 2015

School has been working alongside the charity ‘Smartmove’
to offer hampers to those in need in the local community

over the festive period. This has been a fan-
tastic school wide effort collecting food

for the hampers Smartmove will be
coming to collect the donations on Friday. Smartmove came into

school on our recent Learning for Life day to talk to Year 7 about
homelessness. The students were very interested to hear from

one of their volunteers who spoke about his experi-
ence living on the street a few years ago and how

Smartmove helped him to turn his life around.

Thursday 17 December all students in main school took part in the
Santa Dash on the school field. The event was due to take place at
Brearley fields but would have been more of a swim than a run with the

recent floods. The students were fantastic, raising
around £2000! Each student completed 1 mile! A
huge thank you to everyone who raised money.  The top
fund raiser was Oliver Wood!

Calder High are celebrating the success of their third annual collaboration
with Bradford based Textiles artist Diane Jones.  Key Stage 4 and 5 students
have been involved in artist led workshops to produce silk screen mono
prints inspired by their personal theme.  Miss Oldham, Head of Visual Art
said "Each year the results of the workshop astound me.  I think this is our
best year ever as the work produced becomes more personal and
individual.  Hopefully this will help the students achieve results at least
equal to those of last year’s exam success".

Diane Jones Textile Artist



Christmas Variety Performance
The Expressive Arts Faculty have once again produced their annual Christmas Variety Performance,
held in the Ted Hughes Theatre on Tuesday 15 December 2015. This was a culmination of the work
students had created during their lessons and through extra-curricular clubs. It was great to see so
many students getting involved this year, many of whom had never been involved in a school
show previously.

Performances included disciples from Dance, Drama, and Music, with a small gallery of student
work that had been completed in a workshop with a local artist. The standard of the performance
work was phenomenal, and was a credit to the hard work and dedication of both staff and stu-
dents.

Not only was this an opportunity for the students to perform in front of an audience, but it was
also a celebration, acknowledging Calder High School's successful bid to achieve Artsmark Gold
status once again. The award was in recognition of the arts provision provided to all our students.

A huge thank you to all those friends and family who attended the performance. We look forward
to seeing you all again next year!


