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Dear Parents
As this academic year draws to a close, I wanted to say thank you to our
students and parents, and all the staff, for your support in securing the
changes that are shaping the future of Calder High School.
As Calder High School continues its evolution, I would like to thank all the
stakeholders who have contributed to the design and development of our
new logo, house structure and uniform. When school opens for the new
2016/17 academic year, we have included the new CHS blazer as part of
the compulsory uniform for Years 7 and 10 and optional for the other year groups. In 2017/18, the
compulsory blazer will be extended to all years in main school. This new stage of our
development is testament to the commitment of a large majority of students in changing the face
of the school to which they belong and I am proud of how they have used the Student Council to
drive forward on their own agenda.
Alongside the design of the new logo, we are re-instating the house system to provide a focus for
the many inter-form activities that take place through the year and a vehicle for celebrating
students’ achievements. The new houses as voted for by students and staff are: Hardcastle,
Shibden, Stoodley and Wainhouse and thank you to ‘The Beyond’, for their help in designing the
house badges.
Alongside the new house system is the launch of England Rugby’s ‘All Schools’ programme at
Calder High School. As part of our on-going drive to improve sports provision in school, we
submitted a bid to the Rugby Football Union to be included in one of their flagship programmes
to increase the amount of rugby in school and support our engagement with local clubs. As a
member of the ‘All Schools’ programme we have a three year commitment from the RFU to help
raise participation levels in rugby (including League!) and improve the quality of coaching offered
in school. Our first coaching session took place last week with two RFU coaches working with our
staff and some from partner schools on improving the delivery of tag, touch and contact rugby.
Despite the challenges that this year has thrown at the school and the community, I do feel like
the school has taken another huge step in its development. The significant increase in students
entering Calder High School next year in Years 7 and 12 is, I feel a reflection of the hard work that
goes on by ‘everybody, everyday’ in a school that does now, more than ever, feel like a real part of
the community it serves. I would like to say a personal thank you to all the support from parents
and the community through the year in managing the challenges we have faced and hope that
you feel, like we all do at Calder High School that we are better working together and we have
now built a platform to accelerate the school ‘through hard work to the heights’.
Best Wishes Mr A Guise

From the Headteacher

As you know, we have been looking at new designs that represent the school’s history
and current position. We originally worked with a design company who developed a
number of designs that we put to a vote. From the vote and feedback it was clear that
the designs did not reflect how our community wanted Calder High School to be
represented. We were then very lucky to meet with the parents of one of our students, who have
their own design company ‘The Beyond’. They have, at no cost, supported the school in the design
of a new crest. With their knowledge of the community, the school, our vision and armed with a
copy of the original 1950’s crest, they created some new designs that embodied all the elements
that the school wished to encapsulate in a simple design. The new designs were again put to some
students, parents and the governing body who all chose the same crest. We were privileged to have
the opportunity to work with such an inspirational team from ‘The Beyond’ and are very pleased to
unveil our new crest for Calder High School, The Calder Learning Trust.



As this academic year draws to a close, attendance at Calder High School
stands at 95.6% a figure of which, we are very proud and it continues to
improve. Congratulations to all our students who have contributed to this;
over 700 students in Years 7-11 are currently on or above our attendance
target, well done! And those that haven’t quite managed it this year, we
will support you as you strive to achieve 96% or above during the next
academic year.
I would like to express my sincere thanks to all the students and parents who have supported our
new attendance policy, which can be found on our website, by things such as supplying medical
cards, appointment letters, copies of prescriptions or medication labels in order for us to authorise
absences and allow children to sign out to attend medical appointments, in line with our
safeguarding policies. We employ a range of interventions in order to raise each and every
student’s attendance and attainment, and work closely with our Local Authority to ensure we are
promoting excellent attendance in partnership with Local Government .
This academic year saw the implementation of the new Government Persistent Absentee
Threshold, when it moved from 85% to 90% in September 2015, again these changes were well
supported by parents at Calder High and therefore, the impact of these changes has been
minimal.
We continue to reward students for their excellent attendance via postcards home, certificates and
‘Love to Shop’ vouchers and our end of term reward trips which require an attendance criteria of
95% and above and I’m delighted to say that almost 800 of our students have met that criteria so
far this year.
In my role as Attendance Officer, I support students and families to improve school attendance,
and therefore attainment. I work closely with families to break down barriers that may be
preventing children attending school. I work predominantly with those students who are below
90% attendance to ensure they are given the best chance to receive an education, but I am on
hand to support whole school, should I be needed.
Again, we would like to thank those parents who make sure their child is attending school
regularly and are therefore benefiting fully from their educational opportunity, thank you for your
continued support as we raise expectations and prepare our students for the transition to KS4,
Further Education or Employment.

Attendance Matters



Attendance Matters
NB: Students falling below 90% attendance
fall into the Persistent Absence category and
could well be subjected to: Parenting contracts
and orders, Penalty notices, Education
Supervision Order or Prosecution.

Reporting on Absence
All absences must be reported by 9am each day by calling the attendance line 01422 889900
Absences of over 5 days must be supported by medical evidence
The aim is to prepare students for progression to Key Stage 4, further education or employment.
Please provide a medical appointment card, copies of prescription/medication given.
Absences of over 5 days without medical evidence will not be authorised
Any form of unauthorised absence may be subject to a penalty notice from the Local Authority.
Please follow up any absences with a note in the student’s planner to the form tutor on their return
to school. Please make routine appointments outside school time. If this is not possible, please
provide the medical appointment card or a copy of the hospital letter. Without this, any absences
will be unauthorised. All unexplained absences will become unauthorised by the school.
Punctuality
Arriving late into school is very disruptive for the class teacher and other class members. It also
means that late students themselves miss vital input from teachers.
Registration is at 8.35am
If, for whatever reason, you know your child will be arriving late, please call the attendance line or
provide your child with a written note.
Late Students must sign in at the Attendance Window in Student Services.
The school gates will be closed each morning at 8.35am
If a student arrives late 2 or more times within the same week they will be issued with a detention.
Persistent lateness can result in a fixed penalty fine being issued to Parents/Carers by the Local
Authority.
Holidays during Term Time
Calder High School will not authorise any holidays in term time; the hidden cost of lost education is
very precious to us. The School wishes to discourage holidays during term time as attendance is
vital to academic success. If, after having a 10 day holiday, a student is then genuinely ill, then each
additional day they are absent from school will reduce their total attendance by 0.5%
Research suggests that 17 missed school days a year = 1 GCSE grade drop in achievement.
Basically, holidays in term time do affect your child’s success rate .
*Leave of absence during term time will only be authorised in exceptional circumstances and must be
applied for on a leave of absence form.
Why is your child’s attendance at school so important?   Please read the following:

·  Your child will have access to a safe learning environment.
·  Your child will receive the full‐time education to which they are entitled.
·  Your child will achieve success with their learning at school.
·  Your child will have the opportunity to access the widest possible range of opportunities when
they leave school.

At Calder High School we would like all our students to
 aim for 96% attendance during each academic year

Important Facts about Attendance
100% = no days absence from school
95% = 10 days absence from school
90% = 20 days absence from school
85% = 30 days absence from school
80% = 40 days absence from school



End of Term Year 7
Year 7 worked really hard in their summer exams. For many students in
English, Maths and Science this was their first taste of sitting an exam in the
gyms under exam conditions. They all did themselves proud and we had
fantastic feedback from invigilators, so well done to all!
Rudy Hildreth, Astrid Holdsworth and Mohammed Adil took part in the BBC
News School Report which was run by Ms Hiltunen. The report gives students
a chance to make the news for real. Rudy, Astrid and Adil got the opportunity to practise their skills
at interviewing a range of people as well as working both in front of and behind a camera.  They
also got to experience working with BBC World on preparing a report on the weather.

HUGE congratulations to the top boy and girl merit earners in each form.
Well done on this fantastic achievement!

Josh Dowling and Imaan Ali – 7XA     Maya Tyler Moss and Josh Sim – 7XC
Yasmin Porter Barwick and Faizaan Shafiq – 7XD     Matthew Halewood and

Amyla Naz - 7XL Jonny Rushton Butcher and Freya Kirby – 7YA    Rosie Leach
and William Beier – 7YC  Chloe Latham and Reece Hermansen – 7YD

We recognise that there are lots and lots of students who have worked extremely hard all year. We
want to reward your consistent hard work and effort throughout the year. There is a rewards trip
for students who have the qualifying number of merits, excellent attendance and minimal
behaviour points. Students can enjoy a walk into Hebden Bridge, a picnic in the park and a film at
the cinema. We will also have a celebration assembly in the last week of term to celebrate the
highlights of the year and award attendance and
merit prizes.

Finally, I would like to say thank you all, students
and parents for your support during my first year
as a YAL. I have loved it, Year 7 have worked really
hard and all settled well into life at Calder High. I
have seen a transformation from the shy, little Year
6 students who started in September into
independent and confident young people. You
have made me proud to be your YAL and I have
learnt lots from you all, I hope you have learnt
from me too. In my role as

Transition Manager I am staying in Year 7, so I will be saying goodbye to
my fantastic year group. However, I am handing you over to Mrs Kaye
who I know will take excellent care of you all. Have a lovely summer!

It is a place
I know I belong
It is a place
I feel safe
It is a place
That accepts me as I am
It is a place
That loves me unconditionally
It is a place
Where I am left alone with thoughts
It is a place
That keeps me safe
It is a place
Where I am known
It is a place
That allows me to take responsibility for myself
It is a place
Where I see me as me
It is a place
That allows me to leave my worries at the door
It is a place
I know as home Sohaib Mirza

Sohaib Mirza in 7YA entered a Young Writers’
poetry competition. “Young Writers” aims to
encourage young people to engage in creative
writing and has worked with schools, parents and
young writers for over 20 years. Sohaib’s poem
will be published in “The Yellow Book”. Sohaib
was awarded a copy and the school has received a
free copy for the LRC. Here is Sohaib’s winning
entry.

Miss Persechino



I can’t quite believe that we are already at the end of the year! My first year
as Year 8 Achievement Leader has absolutely flown by and I have
thoroughly enjoyed it.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all students for their hard
work and effort throughout the year and parents for their continued
support. Let’s Celebrate Student Achievement
Attendance: Miss Starling and I are extremely impressed with Year 8 as a whole as their
attendance is great. There is a high percentage of students who have 100% attendance for the
whole of the academic year, these students will be placed into a draw at the end of term and will
have the chance to win a ‘Love to Shop’ gift voucher. The winner of the draw will be announced in
the end of year celebration assembly.
Merits: Congratulations to the following students who have achieved the highest amount of
Merits in their form: XA –Teegan Lancaster 701 and Otis Benbow 569 XC – Katie Hirst 661 and
Joe Whitworth 643 XD - Zohaib Hussain 1000 and Annie Farmer 953 XL – Martha Sunderland
760 and Ben Mulvaney-Johnson 680 YA – Tessa Stocks 790 and Henry Richardson 640
YC – Zoe Stanton 804 and Isaac Mills 515 YD – Zahim Hussain 955 and Olivia Webster 616
YL – Chloe Wilkinson 839 and Jack Mollet 604

Excellent Eights

Introducing Mrs Kaye
Dear Parents

I am so pleased to be introducing myself as the Year

Achievement Leader (YAL) who will be responsible for your

children when they move from Year 7 into Year 8 in September.

I have been a YAL for a while now and just finished with my last

cohort, the “Class of 2016” who have completed their GCSEs

and now are having an lovely long summer break.

I am married and a Mum of 2, both of whom attend Calder

High and I enjoy travelling whenever I get the chance, running

when I am motivated, and relaxing when I can.  I am

hardworking, fair minded and dedicated to helping students

achieve as much as possible,  even if that sometimes means

taking them out of their comfort zone and “encouraging”  them

to do things they may not have mastered yet.

I personally work to high standards and as such expect the

same from all the students in my Year Group.

If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to

contact me and, of course, I am looking forward to working with

your children and yourselves during Year 8.

  Best wishes for the summer and see you in September.

Mrs Kaye
Year Achievement Leader



The following students took part in a competition to
illustrate stories created by Calder High students to
feature in a book for the Book Bus Charity. The book is
now on its way to entertain children in schools in Africa.
Abigail Gosling, Rachel McGrath, Josiah Murray, Annie
Farmer, Hannah Scholefield, Jay Nelson, Zoe Naylor,
Isaac Mills, Ben Walker, Faye Greenwood, Jade
Pitchforth, Eleanor Griffiths, Katie Hirst, Hannah Alker,
James Hartley, Ben Ormerod, Charlotte Hadfield,
Mariyah Ali, Megan Davies, Zico Cortese, Charlotte Cox

‘Calders Got Talent’ took place on Wednesday 22 June 2016,
Congratulations to Isaac Hughes-Dennis 8XA and Dave Collins 9YD on
winning the competition with such a fantastic performance!

Steel Drumming The following students are taking part in a Steel Drumming
Workshop:  Olivia Webster, Ella Joyce, Ella Martin, Liam
Marsden-Fitzpatrick, Antony Warrington, Ibriham Ahmed,
Maisy Taylor, Jake Crilley, Armaan Khan, Joe Whitworth,
Isaac Shaw, Diarmuid Pritchard, Joe Gaffney, Isaac
Hughes-Dennis, Archie Dewis, Joss Francis.
The students are working exceptionally hard to learn a
song that they will then perform at our Learning for Life
day on Wednesday 13 July. The majority of students
taking part in the workshop do not play a musical
instrument and have never performed in front of an

audience. The workshop has given them the skills and confidence needed to do
so and all students are extremely excited (and a little nervous) to show off their
new talent.

Rewards Trip – Students will be walking into Hebden Bridge on Tuesday 19
July and visiting the Picture House to watch; “Alice Through The Looking
Glass”. The trip is invitation only and is to reward students for all their hard

work and effort throughout the
year.
Sports Day – One of my favourite
events of the year! It is always
great to see students enjoying
taking part in sports day whether

competing or cheering their teams on from the side line. Hopefully the sun
will be shining and we will have a lovely afternoon.

Celebration Assembly- I am really looking forward to ‘looking back’ over the
last academic year with the students and celebrating all of their effort and
achievements. Miss Sutcliffe

What Have Year 8 Been Doing?

Coming up for Year 8



News from Year 9
So the end of the school year has arrived and I can’t believe how quickly
this year has passed. Not only is it the end of the year for Year 9 but also
the end of Key Stage Three.  All of the students have had their options
given to them, and in most cases students have been given their first
choices. This is a real bonus for the students as they have the chance to
achieve excellent results in the subjects that they want to study.
This year we have seen lots of challenges and the way the students have overcome these have
been a credit not only to the school but parents and the community of the Calder Valley.
We have had some students who have excelled not only in school but in out of school activities
too.  I’d like to mention some:-
Hannah Sheldon who plays for Burnley Football Club
Lucy Sullivan who is a swimmer for West Yorkshire
Khalid Ayub who is the Boxing Three Nation’s Champion
Oliver Booth who is a Judo Champion and finally our
Year Nine Football Team who were finalists for the Calder Cup.

So now, after the summer
holidays, the real hard work starts
for our students and with the
support of parents and all staff at
Calder High the next two years
will be the best the students will have
experienced with every student being
given the chance to reach and surpass
their potential.
Attendance plays a major role in a
student’s outcomes and at Calder High we have an
excellent Attendance Officer who supports students to
gain full attendance. Students and parents know that if
their child is not in school that Miss Starling will be
ringing or making a home visit and this has

had a major impact with attendance not only in Year Nine but as a whole
school.
We are really proud of the students who have a 100 per cent attendance
over the year.  It is a great achievement.
Well done to :-

Edvinas Adomavicius, Megan Baylis, Lily Beesley,
Molly Blacker, Izaac Blinkhorn, Kieran Brooks, Jari Burnard, Ruben Chalmers,

Navraj Hare, Pavandeep Hare, Charlie Hetherington, Joseph Holdsworth, Elliot
Holmes, Alexa  Howarth, Noah Hudson, Mary Melbarde, Harry Shapland,

Heather Simpson, Thomas Smethurst-Robinson, Dylan Steele, Oliver Wood,
 Mae Woodhouse,
Finally can I thank parents and carers for their support this year.  I hope you all  have a great
summer  and I look forward to our students returning  ready for the challenges  that await us next
year. Mr Lee.



I can’t believe we’re at the end of the year already!  This year has
absolutely flown by!
The Year 10 students seem to have undergone a transformation this year,
from children to young adults who are looking to their future. So many of
them have achieved things they didn’t think they’d be capable of back in
September, a lot of them have already had their first experience of GCSE examinations and
survived!  It’s been a very busy year for everyone, and yet the students have kept their humour and
a strong ethic to succeed throughout.
It’s been a challenging year, but the students have every reason to be as proud of themselves as I
am of them.
Since half term, we’ve made some changes to Registration time so that students can get used to
what we’ll be doing next year.  Assemblies are now run on Monday.  This half
term we have been running a weekly prize draw.  Students are eligible for the
draw if they have 100% attendance and have not had any behaviour points in
the previous week.  The winner receives a £10 Love to Shop voucher, and we’ll
be having an even bigger prize draw on the last assembly of the year.
During registration, students are encouraged to work or revise quietly to help them focus on the
day ahead in the right way.  Thursdays are now ‘Maths Thursdays’ where the students are
practising some of the skills they have learnt in their lessons.  As for the last four years, ‘Fridays are
for Fun’, so the brilliant Year 10 Tutor Team have come up with a variety of ways to entertain the
students and help them to wind down.
Prefects

I am so proud of our Prefect Team!  They have only been in the job for
a few weeks, and already they have done so much.  They’ve helped Miss

Persechino with the Transition Evening and Transition Day, they have
done duties around school, they attend a weekly meeting with me,

they’ve run the Year 6 Prom (which was their idea), they’ve sold tickets for
‘Calder’s Got Talent’, and a group of them performed at the talent show and were brilliant!  The
team have been split into four sub-teams – Transition, Extra Curricular, General and Drop-In.  The
Transition team will be supporting Miss Persechino with welcoming our new students into Year 7
in September.  The extra-curricular team will be running some clubs and looking at how to
improve the variety of extra-curricular clubs in school, the general team will be turning their hand
to a variety of skills – starting with getting student feedback about how they feel they have coped
with Year 10, and the Drop-In team will be running a regular drop-in centre for students to use at
lunchtime.
Final Assembly
For the last two academic years, we have ended the year with an awards ceremony, and this year is
no different.  After a year where the students, have worked so hard, we like to have some fun just
before they start the lovely long summer holidays.   The students think up the categories (which

have been fairly weird and wonderful over the years, and it’s the perfect way to see
out the end of the school year.

Finally, I would like to thank all the parents and carers for their co-operation and
support this year.  There have been countless highs and lows, but I feel like we all
know each other so well now, that it feels like one big team effort!
Have a lovely Summer! Miss Hindle

Year 10 from Miss Hindle



We are the Prefect Team.  We have been selected to help out in different areas around
school.  You will be able to recognise us because we wear black and white striped ties.
Within the prefect team, we have been split into four smaller teams.

The Transition Team is made up of Zak, Iman,
Zoe, Mia, Simra and Sam.  They will be supporting
Miss Persechino with getting our incoming Year 7
students used to their new life at Calder High.

The Drop-In Team will be running a regular lunch
time drop-in centre where they will listen to and
support students in all year groups.  The team
consists of Ciaran, Esme, Evie, Ella, Abi and Max.

The third team is the Extra Curricular Team.  Joe,
Jasmine, Zuzanna, Emily, Hephzi and Henry will be
looking at ways to actively involve more students
in the Extra Curricular activities at school, through
all the subject areas and interests.

The final team is the General Team.  This is the
team who do everything!  Their duties can
literally be anything from liaising with students
and Senior Leaders about their views on uniform
and policy to helping to organise events with
the other prefects.  The General Team is made
up of Oisin, Abbie, Maya, Annie, Jenny and
Kieran.

The first events the prefects are organising are a prize raffle where a lucky
student can win two-for-one wristbands at Blackpool Pleasure Beach, and a
Year 6 Prom where all students who are joining us in September will be invited
to celebrate the end of their time at Primary School together and look to the
future as Calder High School students.
They have all been working incredibly hard in recent weeks.  Each prefect will be
awarded with their official Prefect tie by Mr Guise and begin their twelve month
tenure.  The prefects will be overseeing a range of activities, hold some
extra responsibilities and enjoying the opportunities being offered to them.

The Prefect Teams



Year 10 French and
Spanish students were
given a treat on Monday
when instead of their
usual language lesson
they were introduced to our guest speaker David Thomas, otherwise known as “The Memoriser”.
David spent an hour sharing some of his amazing - and difficult - life stories with us and also
giving tips and advice about making the most of our amazing memory skills.

It was an especially significant event for David, as he was excluded from
Calder High 34 years ago, in more difficult times for him. He tweeted
“1984. Kicked out of school. Today. Return to school to explain how to not
get kicked out of school. Poignant”. Whilst it may have been a milestone
for David our language students found it to be a significant event in
other ways: the message coming out of the talk was that of hope, self-
belief and above all hard work and perseverance. Our students left the
theatre with a very strong sense that they had been shown an
important life lesson – and one eager student also left with a very

generous prize for her efforts!
I would like to personally thank
David for his generosity in giving
up his time to come and speak to
our students. We have already noticed a change in
some people’s attitudes to their speaking assessment – from “I
can’t do it” to “I am going to give it my best”. Well done to all
involved and especially to Iman for her brilliant proof that our
brains are awesome! Mrs Warwick

Year 10 Have a Lesson to Remember

Best Wishes to Year 11 from Mrs Kaye
It has been such a privilege working with the Class of 2106; you have been so
hardworking, many of you make me smile, some have you have made me cry and
some have even made me grumpy!
When Mr Wallis left and I was asked to be your Year Leader, I was very nervous and
somewhat apprehensive. I still had my Year 11 cohort getting ready for exams and
my workload doubled. You made it so easy for me, accepted me for who I was and responded to
the high expectations I had of you almost immediately.
Some events over the last two years will always remind me of you; my first (and probably last) 26
mile run at the York Marathon, the Tour de France coming through Mytholmroyd, my own son
completing his GCSEs and unfortunately the devastating Boxing Day floods. My memories of all of
you are far too many to list but I will cherish them and I hope you take away three key messages
from me…

 1, Always strive for the highest of standards, do that top button up!
  2, It’s ok to have fun as long as you work hard too, work first chat later!
  3, Smile even if you don’t feel like it, it will help. I am still practising!
Enjoy your journey into your further studies and beyond. The opportunities are out there and you
can make anything happen if you go for it. Dream big, keep striving, and be happy. Mrs Kaye



"It was a great night despite some
transport issues which will in years to

come be a real talking point. The students

looked fantastic in their finery and were

an absolute credit to themselves
throughout the evening; the awards were

celebrated and well deserved, the food

was good and the DJ pitched the music

just right and the dance floor was packed

all evening." Mrs Kaye



As we are coming to an end of this academic year, I can proudly say that as part
of the student council I came up with the idea of an Eid party which was open to
everyone. Eid is celebrated across the world by Muslims. Many people don’t know
how Muslims celebrate Eid.  In 2014, I came up with the idea of having the Eid party and we ran a
very successful event.  Now many of our students have a taste of what Eid is like. As a result in
2015 we were also able to develop the event - there were people dancing, trying out different
foods, getting henna done and also some wearing their Eid clothes.
It was useful to get feedback from the students as we found out that they wanted more events
happening like the Eid party. By celebrating different festivals, the school is promoting our co-
operative value of equality - respecting the individual’s rights and beliefs. There were some lovely
Year 11 students who helped as well emphasising how easy it is to demonstrate caring for others.
They took responsibility for letting the school know about this wonderful event and organising it
too. Uzma Ghafoor Student Council – Year 12

Student Council Celebrate Eid

We never imagined that we could develop so many positive experiences when it
was decided that Burnley Road Academy pupils would move into the downstairs
of Calder VI following the devastating Boxing Day floods.  As soon as they moved
in, students and staff alike worked hard to make them feel welcome and came up
with lots of ideas as to how they could help.  The Pastoral Team for example organised a cake sale
and students and staff brought books and games in for the pupils to use during lunchtimes and
playtimes. We also realised that everyone could benefit from 'economies of scale' so, for example,
when staff were preparing for Science Week they asked if BRA would like to benefit from the
presentations which were being booked.  All students thoroughly enjoyed the experiences.
We've also found that the BRA pupils have enjoyed being able to
visit our Learning Resource Centre and now feel confident about
coming up to 'big school' and know more about what to expect. It's
also really encouraging to see our students getting involved with
helping the younger members of our community.  On L4L Day Year 8
students read their stories to pupils as part of our work with the 'Book
Bus' charity.
Deputy Head Girl, Emily Webster, made sure that she sat down and
made this Burnley Road Academy pupil welcome in Calder High.

Burnley Road at Calder High



According to Ofsted, 'fundamental British values' are:
democracy.
the rule of law.
individual liberty.
mutual respect for and tolerance of those with different faiths

and beliefs and for those without faith.
At Calder High we endeavour to ensure that these values are
incorporated into everything we do as part of our Co-operative status but we are not complacent.
We regularly review our provision to ensure that we offer a broad and balanced curriculum here at
school and have just participated in a review of British Values which considers a number of
questions based on guidance from the DfE and other sources. We are delighted to let you know
that our curriculum is considered broad and balanced with all students having access to all aspects

of the provision, including Music, PE, Drama and Art. Many
students could recognise and articulate the meaning of 'British
values' and were able to give examples where they applied
these.  This is very important to us as we recognise that not
everyone agrees on what these values should be and that they
are unique to Britain believing that we should follow them
unquestionably.  At Calder we consider that our values are
about helping our young people to discover and understand
how things work and then how to reasonably challenge and
change them for the better. Consequently we are extremely
pleased that this has been recognised in this recent review.
There were a few recommendations which we intend to follow
through but the review clearly demonstrates that we are
'doing' the right things and we will continue to do so.

Review of British Values

Co-operative Values
We have always recognised the importance of SPIRITUAL, MORAL,
SOCIAL & CULTURAL education at Calder High - even more so now we
are a co-operative school.  SMSC is monitored by Ofsted when they
inspect schools and we have always had very favourable comments
about this aspect of school life. Encompassing these key components
in all aspects of school life is important to us and as such we have always kept folders of evidence
showing all the wonderful things our students do.  This year though we have conducted more
formal audits of SMSC in all faculties to see how well we cover the different features. Staff have
inputted evidence into a grid to show how we deliver SMSC in different subjects and we hope to
be able to put this on the website before the end of term so that people can look at what we do.
Alongside SMSC we have also ensured that we emphasise what we consider to be British Values
within our co-operative status.  These include being kind to others, being patient, taking turns,
being supportive etc.  There is a great deal of discussion about British Values from government
and in the media. We have tried to ensure that as a school we cover these but feel that as a
comprehensive school we have always tried to ensure that our students are well informed
individuals who show the best of British Values by demonstrating our co operative values in all
that they do.



Year 9 Flood Day

Student Council
The three subgroups of the Student Council have been very busy
representing Calder's student body during the last few months.
Oliver Williams and Fran Barnes, Head Boy & Head Girl have attended
Senior Leadership Team meetings and fed back on Student Council
activities. Students from the Council meet once every half term to discuss
issues but also meet regularly on a Monday between 12.15 and 12.45 in IB3.  During this time they
work on issues regarding their group or work in teams making greetings cards. We use this time to
work on 'assembly lines' of card making everyone working to their strengths so that when we
attend an event we have lots of cards to sell.  The cards are very professional and are easily worth
the £1.00 each that we sell them for.  If you are interested we always have some for sale in
Reception! We have recently taken possession of a recycling bin which is now located in The Diner
and divided into different sections for recycling.  Emily Webster, Deputy Head Girl, who leads the
Eco group, delivered a brief presentation to each Year Group in assemblies recently to explain how
these have been purchased at the request of students.  Bright orange tubs are also now located in
every classroom so that we can all recycle paper. James Overend, Deputy Head Boy, has recently
joined Royd Regeneration to represent Mytholmroyd's young people.  He is working with students
on a webpage on the Royd website and our students will work to keep it updated. The Community
subgroup have also contributed to 'The Reet Royd Waater Do' held over the May Bank Holiday
weekend.  On Sunday 1 May they helped to organise races and ran two stalls, selling our cards and
also refreshments. In the Summer term we will be recruiting for the new Student Council for 2016 -
17.  As part of our co-operative values we are now moving closer to a fully democratic process and
will be holding elections for some positions on the Student Council.
The Student Council

Year 9 have been studying rivers and flooding this half term. They have focused on the specific
causes and impacts of different flood events; and subsequently students have concentrated on
various methods of flood management. Twenty four students had the opportunity to attend “The
Science of Flooding” event in Hebden Bridge. This event had a variety of different activities that
students could get involved with to show various methods of reducing flooding. There was a
model river system where students could see the main rivers processes in action and how human
activity can increase or decrease the chance of flooding. Students
also had the opportunity to demonstrate how a “slow the flow”

approach could reduce
flooding in the Calder Valley.
The students also listened to
two talks given by different
presenters again about various
flood prevention methods. The
students were then able to
apply what they had learnt at
the event to what management
strategies could be used within
the Calder Valley.



A Year of Learning for Life
As we approach the end of this academic year we can confidently say
that our introduction of Learning for Life Days (L4L) have been a great
success.  Four L4L Days later results from both student and staff surveys show that the change has
been welcomed in a number of different ways.   We set up Google Forms so that all students were
able to give their opinions on the days as well as teaching staff and non-teaching staff.  This has
given us a great deal of data that we have been able to analyse and adapt the plan for 2016 to 17
in light of the comments.  It was very useful to give feedback to the external presenters who have
come in and delivered sessions as they often do not get concrete feedback from schools.  We are
very proud of the mature way of our students have completed these surveys.
Students have shown that they acknowledge and recognise the importance of 'learning for life'
and appreciate the opportunity to spend time learning about the important events they are likely
to encounter as they get older.  Indeed it is so encouraging when students feel confident enough
to suggest topics for the days.  For example, although already planned into the five year plan, Year
10 students asked that they study aspects of finance.  Financial Capabilty is an important life skill
to learn and we are really encouraged that our students are clearly aware of this.  As a result we
integrated sessions on Financial Capability into the last L4L Day.
Since October we have addressed numerous important life skills such as child sexual exploitation
prevention, friendship, leadership skills, resilience, consent, teenage cancer, looking after others,
inter-faith aspects and mental health issues amongst many others.  We have chosen all of these
key topics in order to not only fulfil the key themes of the PSHE programme of study but also as
part of our co-operative values.  We try to ensure that our co-operative values are at the centre of
all that we do and as a result have chosen carefully some of the topics we have focused on,  for
example Smart Move Calderdale, the homeless charity were invited in to talk to Year 7 and help
them plan the Hamper Appeal that we run every Christmas whilst on the same L4L day the RSPCA
also delivered a presentation.  This demonstrates the ethical value 'caring for others'.  The Teenage
Cancer Trust have delivered a presentation to our Year 10 students for the last three years
emphasising 'self-responsibility' to our students.
As a co-operative learning trust school we work hard to embed the co-operative values of
'Equality, self responsibility, democracy, equity, self-help and solidarity' and the ethical values of
'caring for others, openness, social responsibility and honesty' in all that we do.
Despite having a five year plan in place we are always open to new ideas and suggestions from all
stakeholders and welcome contributions and recommendations for future days.
                    Mrs J Healey Stakeholder Liaison



2015 - 2016 at Calder Sixth Form
The students at Calder VI have had an incredibly busy year.  I started my role
at Director of Sixth Form in June 2015 but it feels like I have been here forever!
There is always such a lot happening every week.  Our students never stop!
There is so much to be proud of and here are a few highlights.
Our relationship with Thomson Reuters has gone from strength to strength this
year.  Mary Retirado, Toby Leadbitter, Raees Ali, Jake Richardson, Danni
Sunderland, Izzy Wetz, Chris Warren and Sara Jamil have all attended a career workshop or mock
interview with the staff at the Mytholmroyd office.  A handful of students helped out at their
Christmas Fayre and 12 of our Year 12 students have just gained nationally qualified certificates as
they have passed their Reading Leaders exam.  This was sponsored by Thomson Reuters and our
students have enabled their reading buddies in Year 7 to improve their reading age by up to a
year.
Calder VI students have also been strengthening links with local universities, apprenticeship
providers and large local companies.  As part of our destinations day, The University of
Huddersfield came in to present to all students about the UCAS process.  The Morrisons’ graduate
team presented to Year 12 about their post A Level and post degree career paths.  We are
fortunate to have a close link with Adrian Bird, ‘The Apprentice Finder’.  He has been in to Sixth
Form to meet with students on a regular basis and has matched up a number of our students with
apprenticeship providers.  He will be visiting Calder VI even more often next year, too.  As of
September 2016, Adrian will be holding an apprenticeship clinic every Friday lunchtime in the Sixth
Form block.   Finally, our annual careers fayres are always a highlight.  The LRC is overrun with local
employers, apprentice providers, armed forces advisors and head hunters every June! We are
delighted with the advice and guidance that we can offer our Sixth Formers.
As the vast majority of our cohort apply to university, we established the Russell Group Rally and
Local Living tour this year.  Every Year 12 student has taken part in at least one university open day
since their return to Sixth Form after study leave this year.  Minibuses took students to Leeds
Beckett University, The University of Leeds, The University of Manchester, The University of
Huddersfield, The University of Sheffield and York St John University.  We thoroughly enjoyed the
open day visits and student feedback was exceedingly positive.  Consequently, we will be hosting
the rally and the tour next year.
The final week of the term will see a new student leadership team elected.  The 2015-2016 Head
Boy – Oliver Williams, Deputy Head Boy – James Overend, Head Girl – Francesca Barnes and
Deputy Head Girl – Emily Webster, have all worked tirelessly on behalf of the students and staff at
Calder High School and Sixth Form this year.  They set up their own weekly student voice meeting
with the Calder VI team and used this a platform to drive change and progress for the students.
They developed a new dress code for Sixth Form, they approved the introduction of extra study
time for underachievers and more frequent assessments for all students at CVI.  They were, like me,
determined to see all students find success and achieve or exceed their target grades.  If
projections are correct, this year’s Year 13 cohort will outperform last year’s results and the Year 12
students will follow suit, too.  We have a lot to look forward to.
Immersion Days for Sixth Form have also been invaluable.  Students have attended presentations
by study skills experts Positively Mad, by CV writing experts, by healthcare professionals and local
companies.  As a thank you to the students for welcoming Burnley Road Primary School in to the
Sixth Form building after the devastating floods during the Christmas holidays, we went on a team
building activity day to the Trafford Centre.  If you could sit an A Level in Laser Quest, many of our
students would get the highest grades! They were amazing!



Calder Sixth Form cont…
Thank you to our team of 3 Learning Managers who have been working really closely with many of
the Year 12 and 13 students this year.  We are proud of the academic and pastoral care we provide.
The Learning Managers have met with students each week to identify their academic and wellbeing
needs.  Their motto is ‘we never give up’ and they stick to it.  They have worked tirelessly on behalf
of students this year and are looking forward to seeing them open their results envelopes this
summer and celebrating their successes.
Well done to all of our Year 12 students for passing the FutureLearn qualification last October and
for participating in a vast array of enrichment opportunities.   Each Wednesday afternoon has been
the opportunity for students to complete a First Aid qualification, a sports coaching certificate, a
driving theory course, the Thomson Reuters Reading Leaders Scheme, work experience placements
and much more.  The plans for next year are even bigger and even better! We can’t wait.
Finally, a huge well done to the Year 13 students and Miss Hartley for raising the money to visit Sri
Lanka this July.  The fundraising has been relentless, the stay awakes exhausting, the abseiling
petrifying and the tuck shop duties tiring but you’ve managed it and we are all so proud of you.
What an achievement.  I wish you all the very best of luck on the trip. Mrs Wilson
Russell Group Rally & Local Living University Days Out
All returning Year 12 into 13 students have had the opportunity to visit either a Russell Group or
Local Living University as part of their induction into Year 13.  Students have visited the University
of Leeds, Leeds Becket, York St John, the University of York, the University of Sheffield and the
University of Huddersfield.  Students have found these visits informative and interesting and has
given them a taste of what
student life at University will
be like.  All Calder VI
students are encouraged to
attend as many University
Open Days as possible.

Lord Best
On Friday 8th July, Lord Best from the House of Lords came into Calder
VI to speak to Year 12 about his role in the House of Lords.  Lord Best has been a
member of the House of Lords since 2001, has an OBE and his focusses are housing and
planning along with culture, media and sport.  This was an exceptionally interesting visit
and an exciting opportunity for the students to meet a member of the House of Lords.

Destinations Day
Our returning Year 12 students were welcomed back into Calder VI on Monday 20 June with a
Destinations Day held in the LRC.

Morrison's Graduate Team came in to talk about graduate schemes, post
18 apprenticeships and other opportunities in their organisation.
Adrian Bird, Apprentice Finder, came in to talk to the students about
what apprenticeships are and how to find the best one for you.  We are

delighted to say that Adrian will be hosting a drop in clinic every Friday from September to
January.
Representatives from the University of Huddersfield came in to talk about
the basics of UCAS, how to apply for University and what to include in a
personal statement.
There was also a Careers Fair with 10 representatives who spoke to
students about what they could offer.



Visit to the Alhambra Theatre

Thomson Reuters “Green Writing Competition”
On 10 June, 20 Calder High pupils gathered for the annual Green Writing Competition
presentation in the school’s Learning Resource Centre.  The competition, now in its fourth year, is
designed and supported by Thomson Reuters’ Mytholmroyd office, with the winners selected by
local children’s author Melvin Burgess.
The competition aims to encourage pupils to think about environmental issues, put into practice
what they have learned in lessons and develop their writing skills. The challenge this year was to
produce an original piece of writing on the theme “a greener future”.
The entries were sent by Ms Elam at the school to Thomson Reuters’ staff to short-list and were
then sent onto local author, Melvin Burgess, to judge the winners.  Melvin is a renowned author
of children’s fiction and has won both the Carnegie Medal (for Junk in 1996) and the Guardian
Children’s Fiction Prize.  At the prize-giving ceremony, Melvin gave a wonderful talk to the pupils,
feeding back on their work, giving advice and encouraging them to keep writing.  Following this,
he presented the prizes in two categories (for Years 7 and 8). Prize Winners:
First prize in Year 7 went to Leah Ridings, who produced a beautiful and informative piece on how
to care for the planet, and first prize in Year 8 went to Jude Booth for his piece, written in the style
of an estate agent’s sales particulars, advertising a desolate planet Earth following its destruction
by mankind.  Second place prizes were awarded to Keren Hulme and Tamlin Draper with special
prizes of signed copies of Melvin’s books being given to Herbie May and Jack Edmondson.

Louise Alton-Fletcher, Editor at Thomson Reuters, said:
“We received so many great entries, it was extremely
difficult to pick for the short-list.  The quality of the
writing was excellent and it’s great to see so many
young people getting involved.  Melvin found it so
difficult to pick the winners that we had to add extra
prizes!  We’re so pleased to be able to support the
competition and work with the school to give pupils
the opportunity to develop their writing skills and
speak out on important environmental issues.”

On Tuesday 3 May a group of 50 Year 10 students and staff
went to see “An Inspector Calls” at The Alhambra Theatre,
Bradford. The students were collected from school at 17.30 and,
as traffic was minimal, reached the theatre with time to spare.
Students waited in the seating area of the Dress Circle quietly
socialising and chatting.  They had excellent seats in the theatre,
with fine views of the actors and stage. The students thought it was an excellent performance.
The set was unique – a large London house which opened out to create a stage within a stage.
Characters were clearly portrayed and, as well as the original script of J.B. Priestly, this version
contained additional lines detailing themes and characters.
The whole performance was clever, professional and utterly captivating. Indeed, as the final
curtain dropped, students not only applauded enthusiastically but also let forth the odd cheer!
The behaviour of Calder High Students was simply superb reflecting the fact that they had a truly
fabulous time. Miss C Sanders



Final Celebration Assembly

Year 11 Students at Calder High School had their final Celebration Assembly on Friday 27 May;
this was a super celebration event consisting of memories of their time at Calder High, pictures of
them from way back when in Year 7 and throughout their years at secondary school, as well as
messages and surprises from staff.
The celebrations started after the students finished their English Literature exam; they had a
celebratory breakfast in the diner and had time to take part in the traditional “shirt signing” which
is evident in the photographs. Students then made their way to the Theatre where they were
greeted with photos of themselves at age 11, there were a few extras too, their form tutors had
also shared photographs of themselves at the same age! Following many good luck messages,
memories in photographs, video messages & clips together with speeches came the now
customary “Little Miss & Mr Men” Awards; these are fun unisex awards given to students based on
nominations by their form tutors and teachers. The grand finale of the Assembly was their Year
Achievement Leader, Mrs Kaye, singing a re-worded version of an old classic “I will survive” by
Gloria Gaynor. Mrs Kaye (possibly seen as an old classic herself) said “I have thoroughly enjoyed
working with such an enthusiastic and talented group of young people; they have kept me on my
toes and kept me entertained for the last few years. I am so very proud of how hard they have
worked and all that have and will achieve. Treating them to a little bit of entertainment “Mrs Kaye
style” was a surprise they deserved and that is why I re-worded the song “I will survive”. The words

reflected some memories of them and the fact that they
will survive the challenges of GCSEs and so much more
as they make their journey through life. The whole thing
was made even more entertaining because I am
absolutely shocking at singing; it seemed to be
appreciated though and I am sure judging by the
number of phones filming this unique performance, I
may even have gone viral! My very best wishes to them
all for their remaining exams and the future – you will
survive!



On Friday 17 June, a group from Year 7 and 8 took part in Calderdale Children’s Book of the Year
at Halifax Town Hall.  During the year, the students had read, discussed and reviewed 4 newly
written books. The event provided an opportunity to discuss these with students from other
schools, to meet the authors and then to choose the favourite book. Here is Isaac’s account of the
day:
We took minibuses to the beautifully built Halifax Town Hall. After being put into groups and given
a guide to the day we went to discuss the books we read, which were “Jessica’s Ghost” by Andrew
Norriss, “Sun Thief” by Jamie Buxton, “An Island of Our Own” by Sally Nicholls and “The Boy Who
Drew” The Future by Rhian Ivory. We each went through the books, saying what we liked and
disliked about them. One of the authors, Andrew Norriss spoke to us about how he wrote the
book and his life in 2 minutes and 9 pictures. There was a buffet lunch in the Calderdale Library.
After lunch we had another talk, this time from Rhian Ivory. To finish the day off, we went down to
the main hall and had an awards ceremony after a 10 minute Q&A with each author. Lots of
people got prizes for their reviews. At the end the day, the award for Calderdale Book of the Year
2016 was given to Andrew Norriss, who wrote “Jessica’s Ghost”. Finally, the authors all said their
thank yous and we all headed home. I had a fantastic time and I’m definitely doing it again next
year. Isaac Mills

Calderdale Children’s Book of the Year

Some students at Calder High School have taken part in a morning training session around Anti-
Bullying. The students from Years 8, 9 and 10 have undergone an application and interview process
to be successful in gaining the post of an Anti-Bullying Ambassador. The role of an Ambassador is:

To support the schools Anti-bullying policy
Be someone students can approach
Always refer bullying issues to a member of staff
Work alongside staff/students to provide a safe school for everyone
Help raise awareness of bullying issues and promote that the school has
a zero tolerance towards bullying
Be a presence in school to support the Antibullying work

After their training Ambassadors took part in a Q&A session with Year 6 students from Burnley
Road Academy. The Ambassadors discussed their ideas and explained how they will implement
them in school. The Year 6 students were reassured to know that there are systems in place should
any issues arise. The students are all very excited about their new role and are looking forward to
putting their ideas into motion. The team have already decided that they will be introducing

themselves to the whole school through
assemblies and hope to encourage all
students to speak out about bullying.
The Anti-Bullying Ambassador Team are as
follows: Libby Nemeth, Maisie Senior, Alice
Gordon, Georgia Leadsford, Sufyan Ghafoor,
Lucy Sullivan, Georgia Davies, Zohaib
Hussain, Kaysha Dolton, India Dootson, Macy
Broadbent, Isaac Mills, Elliott King and
Tabitha Bell.

Anti Bullying Ambassadors



This book is really something the language puts a vivid image in your head. If you
want to spend your time walking around with a book in front of your face then read
The Sun Thief, you will never put it down! This book is about a boy who lives in a
village where his adoptive parents - who found him in a river - don’t treat him very
well. A lot of his time is spent hanging around outside his dads inn, making clay
pots to use. When a stranger comes to his house he sees the boys crafting skills.
The boy has to go and pick his sister up. When he does, the sister runs into an
abandoned village. He has to hide behind a mummy while getting away from some robbers who
want to break in the kings tomb…My favourite character is The Quiet Gentleman. I like him
because he is quite a dark character which makes him exciting mysterious and interesting. the
characters are well thought on and you can tell that the writer has spent a long time developing
their backstory and personalities. My favourite moment was when boy tried to break into the kings
tomb but then the guards tried to block them in by covering the exit. I liked this part because it
was tense when the quiet gentleman almost dies. I think that people who like dark and gory books
would like it but if you have a sensitive mind or can easily be disturbed by violence then this might
not be the book for you. An example of this is when it very clearly and quite horrifically describes a
man being thrown into a river then drowning and being torn apart by alligators. Tamlin Draper

I really enjoyed this book. Not only because of its clever story line, but also
because of its different and unnatural theme, out of the two boys I did not have a
favorite. I would start a new chapter wishing it was one boy and when I started the
next chapter I only wanted to find out about the story I had just been reading. The
way the characters in Blaze’s life treated him annoyed me a lot. Seeing as people
like Blaze were the closest we had to medical science in those days. The author
portrayed people such as “Emilia” well because it made you think from both
sides of the argument. For example, if it was you who discovered a person, who
needed your help, with such unusual powers as Blaze you are bound to be

intrigued and ask for some information in return. Blaze’s life was a mixture of
sadness, grief and fierce happiness that he sometimes got from scaring Emilia. Unlike Noah who is
trying to settle down in society and have a relationship with Beth. This proves hard and sometimes
very aggravating that Noah does not trust Beth enough to tell her what is really happening in his
life. However, Beth is an understanding girl and over time learns the truth about Noah. There were
certain parts in the story where I felt very angry with certain characters. Such as Eva and Theo, who
thought that they knew everything and actually were only guessing at the truth. For instance Eva’s
assumption that Noah liked her because he drew some pictures of her. I think that the main
reason that she had Theo threaten Noah. Though the story was about future telling and trust, I
liked the comparison between the two time periods and how people reacted differently to the
gifts that Noah and Blaze possessed. But, in my opinion, Blaze had the harder time as he had to
avoid pretty much all people to avoid being taken to the workhouse or the court. Though Noah
did have a very hard time after his sister died. His parents, I think, did blame Noah for a while
about their child’s death. This is understandable in a way because if Noah had shown the drawing
to someone his sister would have lived. But he was too young to know any better and his parents
eventually accepted that that was the case. Both boys had had to deal with a family death in their
short lives. This is the similarity between Noah and Blaze. I liked the way it took a while before the
author eventually told you what had happened to Grace, Noah’s sister, throughout the whole book
information just petered out and made you suspect until finally the truth was revealed.

Georgia Deavin

Children’s Books of the Year Book Review



“An Island of Our Own” by Sally Nicholls was a charmingly funny adventurous
read which had me turning each page with great excitement, always wanting to
find out what happens next. Nicholls has created loveable characters which you
get very easily attached to and do not want to let go of. The story follows
12/13-year-old Holly, who is looked after by her older brother Jonathon and
she looks after her younger brother Davy, as both of her parents died a few
years ago, making it hard to find money. Holly likes reading detective and
adventure books, discovering things and is passionate about looking after the
environment. Just before her Aunt Irene dies, she gives Holly a mysterious
photo album of random places; beaches, offices, railways. Aunt Irene’s will says
that Holly and her family can have her vast collection of jewellery, but there’s
only one problem; Aunt Irene’s jewellery has completely disappeared, and so
the treasure hunt for the jewellery begins! In this book filled with witty humour
and many twists and turns, can Holly find the treasure before her evil Uncle
Evan? This truly is a great novel which will have you on the edge of your seat from start to finish,
highly recommended for anyone from ten to one-hundred-and-ten! Isaac Hughes-Dennis

Leoni Launder thought that “An Island of our Own” was a really
well written book that kept you on the edge of your chair the
whole way through. It made you feel as if you were actually there;
it captured your imagination and made you hide from reality just
to find out about her life. I stayed up late all week until the
dreadful day came, when I got to the last page of the book, and
all I wanted to do was read it all over again. I really felt as if I was
in her world and when she felt sad so did I and when she was

happy so was I. I only have one possible improvement and that is that I would like to find
out what happens next.

Calder High School’s Book Reviewers with Sally Nicholls, Andrew Norriss and Rhian Ivory

Book Reviews continued…



As part of A Level Drama, pupils must go and see a live
piece of theatre in order to write a review in Year 12 and
as part of the written exam in Year 13. We decided to go
and see the National Theatre's production of 'As You Like
it' written by Shakespeare. The production was magical, as
the office like set was lifted up suspending the tables and
chairs in the air to create an abstract forest. Voices were heard from the choir to create a
soundscape of birds singing and fire crackling to add to the already exciting atmosphere. The
pupils all agreed that it was the best piece of Shakespearean theatre they had ever seen and they
all thoroughly enjoyed it.
The school show has finished but lunch times and after school are still busy in the theatre at Calder
High. The Year 11 Drama classes have had their final practical exam where they have to devise an
original piece of theatre in response to a stimulus. This year the title was “Consequences”. I am
always fascinated by the content of the performances as they are always varied. Some of the most
interesting themes include “Women in Prison”, “The consequence of large male groups
congregating”, “The cause and effect of Mental illness” and these are just to name a few.
Miss L Hutt

Year 11 and 12 Drama

Sam Bell (Year 11) and Emily Webster (Deputy Head Girl Year 13) volunteered to
represent Calder High on behalf of the Student Council at the Annual Meeting of
Hebden Royd Town council on Wednesday 27th April.  The meeting was held in
our lovely Town Hall in Hebden Bridge on Wednesday evening.
The Town Council wanted to know about the young people of Hebden Royd and invited Calder to
deliver a presentation along with various youth groups from the area.  This formed part of "The
Youth Conversation".
It was excellent to see a number of Calder students past and present delivering excellent
presentations in front of over thirty people.  Emily and Sam spoke about Calder, our challenges
and our aspirations.  It was a wonderful opportunity for our students to have a voice and get
involved with some people with influence and collectively express themselves.
Our students spoke about how they want the Student Council to become more integrated and
pro-active by working together to help everyone to get the best out of everyone.  Calder was well
represented with both current students and some we hadn't seen for quite some time who were
now leading some of the groups.  It is always encouraging to see our ex-students taking on
responsibilities within the locality. Mrs Healey

Student Council meet the Town Council


