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Deputy Head’s Update
Improving Behaviour
It is no secret that our students are well behaved and attitude to learning is
improving. However, we do not like to rest on our laurels and continually aim
for improvements in our care and support. After Easter we will be making
some slight changes to our behaviour policy. Students choosing not to follow
our ‘Behaviour for Learning Policy’ who are withdrawn from lessons will be
staying in school until 3.45pm. Obviously advanced notice will be given, but
we ask that parents support this change as small minority of students are choosing to be isolated
for the day rather than go to a detention.

Preparing for Success
On return to school, all students are receiving a lesson to remind them of our improving behaviour
expectations. To support this, as per expectations, we will require all students to have a minimum
of a Pen, Pencil and Ruler along with their planner.

Uniform
Just a gentle reminder that from September 2017 all students will be required
to wear a blazer. This has been a two year, phased introduction on behalf of
parents and students after they voted for blazers in 2015. We understand the
difficulties with uniform in the final term of school, but strongly encourage you
to support the school. Our uniform is looking amazing and we want to ensure
those high standards that home and school have strived for continue. Trainers
will not be allowed as a substitute for shoes.

Planners
During a recent trawl through student planners, we noticed a few things that we
would like your help on. Some of the parent signatures look a little ‘ad-hoc’. Please
could we ask that you regularly look at your child’s planner and sign it. Planners
have a lot of key information in them including rewards, praise as well as details
of any behaviour concerns you may want to discuss with your child.

Punctuality to school
We are constantly challenged by the hourly upheaval of Burnley Road. Where possible we do
make exceptions, however this is leading to an increasing number of students being late. Please
can I ask that you aim to be in school for 8.30am. We will be having same day detentions for
students who are late to school. These will take place at lunchtime for 20 minutes.

Please, where possible, can you sign up for the app ‘My Ed’; this is
a great tool to monitor your child’s details, payments, attendance
and other areas of school life. We are aiming this to be one of the
key communication tools for parents who have access to mobile
phones. If you prefer not to engage in the technology pathway,
please let us know so we can continue to post letters to you. We
are aiming to be paper free by September 2018.

Change of Details
In an ever changing world we may have numerous ways to communicate. Please can I ask that if
you have changed your email or mobile phone number, that you send the new details into us at
admin@calderhigh.calderdale.sch.uk



Attendance Matters
NB: Students falling below 90% attendance
fall into the Persistent Absence category and
could well be subjected to: Parenting contracts
and orders, Penalty notices, Education
Supervision Order or Prosecution.

Reporting on Absence
All absences must be reported by 9am each day by calling the attendance line 01422 889900
Absences of over 5 days must be supported by medical evidence
The aim is to prepare students for progression to Key Stage 4, further education or employment.
Please provide a medical appointment card, copies of prescription/medication given.
Absences of over 5 days without medical evidence will not be authorised
Any form of unauthorised absence may be subject to a penalty notice from the Local Authority.
Please follow up any absences with a note in the student’s planner to the form tutor on their return
to school. Please make routine appointments outside school time. If this is not possible, please
provide the medical appointment card or a copy of the hospital letter. Without this, any absences
will be unauthorised. All unexplained absences will become unauthorised by the school.
Punctuality
Arriving late into school is very disruptive for the class teacher and other class members. It also
means that late students themselves miss vital input from teachers.
Registration is at 8.35am
If, for whatever reason, you know your child will be arriving late, please call the attendance line or
provide your child with a written note.
Late Students must sign in at the Attendance Window in Student Services.
The school gates will be closed each morning at 8.35am
If a student arrives late 2 or more times within the same week they will be issued with a detention.
Persistent lateness can result in a fixed penalty fine being issued to Parents/Carers by the Local
Authority.
Holidays during Term Time
Calder High School will not authorise any holidays in term time; the hidden cost of lost education is
very precious to us. The School wishes to discourage holidays during term time as attendance is
vital to academic success. If, after having a 10 day holiday, a student is then genuinely ill, then each
additional day they are absent from school will reduce their total attendance by 0.5%
Research suggests that 17 missed school days a year = 1 GCSE grade drop in achievement.
Basically, holidays in term time do affect your child’s success rate .
*Leave of absence during term time will only be authorised in exceptional circumstances and must be
applied for on a leave of absence form.
Why is your child’s attendance at school so important?   Please read the following:

·  Your child will have access to a safe learning environment.
·  Your child will receive the full‐time education to which they are entitled.
·  Your child will achieve success with their learning at school.
·  Your child will have the opportunity to access the widest possible range of opportunities when
they leave school.

At Calder High School we would like all our students to
 aim for 96% attendance during each academic year

Important Facts about Attendance
100% = no days absence from school
95% = 10 days absence from school
90% = 20 days absence from school
85% = 30 days absence from school
80% = 40 days absence from school



Activity Days Coming Soon
Extra-curricular opportunities and enrichment visits are an important and memorable part of any
child’s education. They enhance learning, celebrate success, enable students to grow in self-
confidence and allow them the chance to show leadership and teamwork skills. At Calder High
School we aim to provide our students with a variety of experiences throughout their time with
us.
In light of this, a series of Activity Days will take place between Tuesday July 18th and Thursday
July 20th 2017. All students will be off timetable during this period following a programme of
either school based or off site activities bespoke to their year group.  Activities build on each
other from year to year, allowing students to experience a range of opportunities throughout
their school life. It is expected that tutors will accompany their forms as much as possible
throughout this time, enabling them to further deepen the bond they have with their tutees.
Student leadership opportunities and the fostering of House identity are also embedded within
the programme.

Overview at a glance

For Year 7: In school activities
In the morning students will participate in a carousel of three in-school activities including
samba, laser tag, archery and multi sports. In the afternoon the year group will assemble together
in the theatre for a film of their choice. The total cost of the day is £6 (students in receipt of Pupil
Premium are eligible for a 20% discount). Students should wear clothing appropriate to such
activities and be prepared for all types of weather! Timings will be those of a normal school day
and food will be available as usual in the school canteen. Buses will run as normal at the end of
the school day.

For Year 8: Local area (outdoor) activities
Students will participate in a day of outward bound activities at Waddow Hall, near Clitheroe.
During the day students will have the opportunity to take part in some of a range of activities
from abseiling, bushcraft, archery, canoeing, raft building, zipwire, tree climbing, orienteering,
bouldering and grass sledging. The total cost inclusive of all transport, activities and insurance is
£27 (students in receipt of Pupil Premium are eligible for a 20% discount). Students should wear
clothing appropriate to such activities and be prepared for all types of weather! They should also
bring a packed lunch and plenty of water. It is estimated that students will return to school about
4.30pm and, as a result, students will need to make their own arrangements to get home.

For Year 9: Local area (indoor) activities
Students will participate in a day of indoor activities in Bradford including ice skating and ten pin
bowling. The total cost of the day is £16 (students in receipt of Pupil Premium are eligible for a
20% discount). Students should wear clothing appropriate to such activities. They should also
bring a packed lunch and plenty of water. It is estimated that students will return to school about
4.30pm and, as a result, students will need to make their own arrangements to get home.



Activity Days Coming Soon
For Year 10: National activities
Students will participate in a day of ‘fun and excitement’ at Blackpool Pleasure Beach. The total
cost inclusive of all transport and park entrance is £25. Students in receipt of Pupil Premium are
eligible for a 20% discount. Students should wear clothing appropriate to such activities and be
prepared for all types of weather! They should also bring a packed lunch and plenty of water as
food at the park can be expensive! It is estimated that students will return to school about 5pm
and, as a result, students will need to make their own arrangements to get home.

For Post 16: Free choice/International activities
Students in Year 12 have been consulted by the Sixth Form team as to what they would like to
do during the final week of term. As a result, on Tuesday 18 July students will have a choice to
either support one of the Key Stage 3 activities as a paying student leader or to attend a walk to
Hebden Bridge followed by a film back at school. On Thursday 20 July students can either
support the Key Stage 3 Sports Day or attend the Year 10 trip to Blackpool Pleasure Beach as a
paying student leader. Students in Year 13 will have either left school by this time or will be
participating in the Overseas Project.

Payment details:
As a school we are very aware of the additional cost of school trips. As a result we have set a
payment deadline date that we hope will spread the cost over a period of time. It is vital that
parents do meet this deadline if students are to secure a place on the trip/activity. Having said
this, if you do have any issues with the payment deadline please do not hesitate to phone or
email the school Finance Office.

Finally, it needs to be reiterated that participation in Activities Day is very much linked to the
school’s rewards and sanctions policy. To be able to take part, students must had a successful
year in terms of the school’s expectations of attendance, effort and behaviour. Participation will
ultimately be at the discretion of Year Achievement Leader. Please note that the school is not
able to refund payments made for students who withdraw from activities for reasons other than
those supported by a doctor’s note. Next steps:

To give your consent for
your son/daughter to
participate in their year
group Activity Day, I
would be most grateful
if you could upload
a non-refundable
payment to ParentPay
no later than

Monday 1 May. It is with regret that failure to do this will result in
your son/daughter being placed in ‘normal lessons’.

If you have any other questions about the week please phone or e
mail your son/daughter’s Year Achievement Leader.  I hope all
students will look forward to participating in these exciting
opportunities.                             Mr C Washington Assistant Headteacher



End of Term for Super Sevens
Thank you and well done
Another term complete for the “Super Sevens”! Well done for all your
continued hard work throughout the term. We have started the Calder Edge
and pupils are working towards their ‘Apprentice’ level award, the focus for
this term was ‘Communication’. Staff and students at your Primary Schools
have very much enjoyed reading your Transition postcards saying all about
what you are getting up to in Year 7. It was very clear that you all put in a huge amount of effort
when writing these and Mr Washington and I were proud to
deliver such fabulous pieces of work. I look forward to seeing
your work on the current theme of ‘Organisation’. I would like
to thank parents for your continued support and I wish both
parents and students an enjoyable and restful Easter break. Miss Persechino
Calderdale Children’s Book of the Year.

A number of ‘eager readers’ in Year 7 and 8 been involved in Calderdale
Children’s Book of the Year. Mrs Dales has chosen four different new
fiction titles specifically with students in mind that the volunteers should
read before June, the first of which is ‘A Song from Somewhere Else’ by A.F
Harrold. Students write reviews giving their thoughts on the books and
also meet once a month for an hour after school in the LRC to share their
thoughts with their peers. The event will be celebrated with other schools
at Halifax Town Hall where students can meet the authors, vote for their
favourite title and have their reviews entered into a prize draw.

Student Achievement
Mack Priestwood was presented with a 2nd place trophy for the
South Yorkshire Kart Club Championship, 2016. In addition to his
2nd place, he was thrilled to receive the 'Drivers' Driver' Trophy,
voted for by his fellow competitors and drivers at the club for
outstanding driving throughout the year and being a good role
model. He is looking forward to racing in the Northern Kart
Federation Championship & the Trent Valley Karting Club Championship in 2017.
Merits
The Form Championship merit scores have been added up for the term and divided by the
number of students per form to give an average score. 7CCM are still in the lead with a whopping
score of 20320 merits in the form! 7JPN are closely following with 15027 merits and in third place
is 7AHN with 14340 merits.
A special mention to the following students who are the top merit earners in each form:
Lily Winder AHN, Max Smith CCM, Isobelle Shaw JKN, Malaika Hussain JPN, Hashim Ahmed
KCH, Milly Brooks Hall KSR, Tristain Nelson MHY and Alex Roberts RWW.

Fundraising
Thomas Levitt is shaving his head to raise
money for MacMillan Cancer Support. Thomas
has promoted this through assemblies and has
been visiting Year 7 forms collecting sponsorship
money. We look forward to seeing your new look Thomas!



Excellent Eights
Time flies: It is hard to believe that it is Easter already;
with one term of Year 8 left it is important that all
students should continue to work hard and build on the
foundations of their learning in every subject. It is really
important that they are equipped with everything they
need to make important GCSE subject choices this time
next year. From here on in we are looking to see all Year 8 students begin to mature into sensible
and focused young people.
The priority for next term in Year 8 is behaviour, behaviour, behaviour! Both inside and outside
the classroom, it is vital that all students and take responsibility for making the right choices,
maintain the highest standards of presentation, work ethic and organisation and of course build
solid foundations for the future. As a team, staff, parents and students all need to continue
working towards outstanding goals and targets and we would like to use this opportunity to
thank all concerned for their hard work and support so far. Best wishes for a Happy Easter break.

Mr Zallmann & Mrs Kaye
Congratulations you are outstanding:  Well done to the all the Year 8 students who
demonstrate outstanding behaviour every day. Every one of the students listed below make the
right behaviour choices both inside and outside of lessons; they do their homework to the
expected standard or above and are always presented for school in the correct uniform and with
the right equipment. We are very proud of you all and you should be very proud of yourselves.

Outstanding individuals: A number of individuals in Year 8 have achieved outstanding success
during this year. Here is a little more detail about some of the Excellent Eights and
their achievements.
Elliot Baines – 8LHN: Elliot has just received confirmation that he will be taking
part in the Glastonbury Music Festival this year which he is delighted about; he is a
very talented young man when it comes to lighting rigs! Good luck Elliot, and more
news to follow as we approach the festival season.



Outstanding Year 8
Tyler Brocklehurst - 8ART: Tyler is a rising young star in the Boxing World
and has entered numerous competitions, taking him around the county
experiencing different environments, meeting new people and more
importantly winning! Pictured here with his trophy’ from a recent
competition in Sheffield, it is clear he takes great pride in his sport and
when asked said “I am pleased to have won this amateur bout, which meant
I did 3 rounds, and I now have more fights on my record”
Tyler is a member of Hebden Bridge Boxing Club which has a growing
reputation for developing successful young boxers. In addition to learning
all about boxing, Tyler has developed a range of skills including the
discipline and strategy that goes with this sport. As well he has built up his
overall fitness. Well done Tyler we are all very proud of you!
Gabrielle Graham - 8HHM:     Gabrielle has recently enjoyed a great weekend away in Shropshire

with the Calder High PE Department along with many other
Calder students who love all things Netball. The main
purpose of the weekend was to learn more about Netball
and take part in a tournament to practise skills and
techniques which they will use at future Netball matches.
Gabrielle proved to be a great asset to the group as she
was asked to play up an age group to support older teams
in the Tournament.  This was a fantastic achievement for
Gabrielle and when asked about the weekend and the
tournament she said  “I felt excited and nervous at the

same time, especially as we reached the Semi Finals. Everyone was really reassuring and made me
feel confident and it was even better when we won 3rd place medals.
The whole weekend was really good. we did lots of different activities
and I got to know lots of other students and made new friends”
Outstanding Young Ladies raise money for Comic Relief
Well done to the following Daisy Holmes 8HHM, Minnie Gott 8EHL,
Sadie Short 8ART & Saskia Dunn 8ART who helped with the PE Comic
Relief fundraising by giving their time after school to bake cakes
which were then sold. The cakes were delicious and it is obvious

they had “loadsa” fun.
I know the PE
Department are very
grateful for your help.
THANK YOU!

Outstanding Merits:
There are some
fantastic individual achievements in Year 8 on the merit
leader board. There is lots of time to make a difference
before the end of the year and as such we encourage
students to remember that they can achieve merits every
lesson, every day.



  Outstanding Activities: Thursday 23 March 2017 – L4L Immersion Day. Pictured below, Year 8
working with Mr Zallmann to learn skills for life; teambuilding, problem solving, communication,
organisation and working within limited timescales and with limited resources. Having spoken to
many Year 8 students, it is clear that that they really enjoyed the activities which were challenging
and good fun.
Year 8 also used this opportunity to raise funds as part of their Calder Edge Work. Calder Edge is an
initiative we are working on in Form Time and one which will help students to learn new skills,
develop and evidence their existing skill base and gather evidence to support their skills which will
be assessed and accredited. This evidence and work will then be something that sets them apart
from other students when they are applying for Sixth Form Colleges, Further Education,
Apprenticeships, part time jobs or other development opportunities available within school such as
peer mentoring, student ambassadors, prefects etc…
We are delighted that their activities raised £145 and this will be used to improve facilities for
students on site.



News from Year 9
Well done Year 9, you have successfully made it to the end of a busy term
and I would like to thank you all for your hard work and dedication. Thank
you to parents for your continued support. We had an excellent turn out
for the Options Information evening and also the Parents Evening.
Lookout in this issue for all the great things that Year 9 students have
been doing. Mrs Binks
Student Achievement Merits
Students have the opportunity to gain merits during form time, in lessons, at extra-curricular
clubs and around school for good behaviour and manners. Form tutors collect merit totals from
students on a weekly basis. Congratulations to the following students as they have received the
highest amount of merits per form for Term 1.

JEM – Jay Nelson and Jade Pitchforth
JSL – Emily Kaye and Ben Mulvaney-Johnson
LCK – Brandon Ogden and Martha Williams
NOM – Lizzie Ashman and Zohaib Hussain

PPN – James Binns and Beau Well
RAS – Abby Marshall and Zain Hammid

RWN – Naira Kauser and Antony Warrington
HWD – Laiba Bilal and Raheem Ilyas

The Form which has received the highest amount of merits
(averaged out per person):

1st – 9NOM
2nd – 9JSL
3rd – 9JEM

End of Year Rewards Trip

I am pleased to inform you that the end of year
rewards trip has been booked and will take place
on Tuesday 18th July 2017. Year 9 will be attending
Bradford’s Hollywood Bowl and Ice Skating Rink.
All students have been issued with a letter
explaining costing and payment method.
I look forward to celebrating their successes.



Year 10 from Mr Lee
I can’t believe how quick this term has passed and we are already at
Easter. This term Year 10 have really settled into their relevant GCSE
courses and are working extremely hard. Being able to go into classes
and seeing the students working in groups and as individuals does give
me a real sense of pride. They are all keen to show their work and
achievements from a simple question to an expressive piece of work.
Some of Year 10 have been heavily involved in staff recruitment; they ran a student panel interview
and fedback their thoughts. Having see them put prospective members of staff through their
paces, they are a credit not only to Year 10 but to Calder High. I hope all students have a restful
holiday and come back ready for the challenges of the summer term. Mr Lee

Year 10 Tutor Time Superstars
   Megan Baylis           Toby Brunt               Erin Fahey                Abbie Brown         Callum Cushing

     Jenny Goff          George Mears Sykes                           Ruby Snowden

Life in Year 10
At the beginning of Year Ten we were worried that we
wouldn’t be able to do the work and wouldn’t be able to
keep up with homework. We thought it would be very
stressful. About a week in we both realised that the
teachers were very supportive and helped us with all our
homework and we soon began to get the hang of it by
ourselves. We started to get along really well and adjusted to all the hard work as we began to
learn more about our GCSE options. We do miss our old lessons with our form and fellow
students, however we also enjoy our new classes and lessons. We have made many new friends as
both halves of our year group have combined. Although it is more stressful than Years 7, 8,and 9
we still really enjoy it as we are doing the subjects we enjoy most and are excelling at them all.
We are now working hard and looking forward to Year Eleven  Alice and Lily.



Year 11 News
This is a significant newsletter to write because it’s the last one I’ll be
writing for this year group.  The word that springs to mind when I think
about the last five years is rollercoaster!  Collectively as parents, students
and staff, we’ve had many highs, lows and plenty of unexpected twists
and turns.
I think I’ve made it fairly obvious that I have absolutely loved being the
Year Achievement Leader for this brilliant group of young people.  It’s been fantastic to see them
grow from children to the young adults they are, and I consider myself very lucky to have been
part of their journey.
I’d also like to thank you, the parents and carers, for your support, kindness and trust.  It’s a
considerable responsibility having 219 students in my care, and knowing that I have your trust
and support has made the job much easier.
Even though we’ve only got a number of weeks until the GCSE exams start, it feels like we’re still
packing a lot in!
Revision and Catchup Sessions

Revision and catchup sessions are still running as they have been all year.  For any additional
sessions your child is required to attend, you will receive a letter from the relevant faculty.
Walking Talking Mocks
This year we have introduced the Walking Talking Mocks in Maths and English.  This is where a
member of staff goes through a sample exam paper with the students for the first half of the
session, and the students then have an opportunity to do the sample paper in the second half of
the session.  These sessions have been a great success, and it’s great to hear such positive things
about them from the students.
Night Club
Another initiative we launched this year was Night Club.  Originally
we ran it from 3pm-5pm, four days a week for two or three week
blocks.  As we get closer to the GCSEs, Night Club is now
running on an ongoing basis from 3pm-4pm, Monday to
Thursday in MS2.  There are plenty of computers in the room for
students to complete coursework or revise online.  This is run by
Miss Hindle, who is also available to support students with revision
skills.



Year 11 News
Prefects
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Prefect Team for their hard work
and enthusiasm this year.  They have been proud to wear their Prefect ties, and to
be part of something so important in school.  I’ve had a great time

working with them all.  The Prefects will be standing down from
their positions on Friday 7th April.

Leavers Hoodies
We have started taking orders from the students for the Year 11 Leavers
Hoodies.  They are £18 each and are available in a range of sizes and
colours.  Prefects will be taking orders every Friday during registration,
and students need to pay cash directly to Miss Hindle.  The hoodies will
be available for collection in the week running up to Friday 26th May.

Our final assembly will be on Friday 26th May.
I’m really looking forward to taking the students on a trip down

Memory Lane and reminding them how far they have come in the
last five years.  There will be celebrations, presentations and a lot of

tears I expect – probably mine! Miss Hindle

Student Refection Garden
The Reflection Garden will be used to help students reflect
on a personal loss, giving them a place to reflect in peace and
quiet. Bringing a piece of land on school grounds back to life
whilst helping nature grow and develop.

Some Year 8 students sent a letter to the
Prime Minister at number 10 Downing Street
London voicing their concerns about
refugees. They received this letter by way of
response from the Prime Minister’s
Correspondence Officer. Year 8 now have
to wait to hear from the Home Secretary.



Second Neon Disco
Friday 3 February saw PE hold their second Neon Disco
after the success of last year’s.  Over 100 students
turned out in support of the PE department and a great
night was had by all.  The gyms had been decorated with neon paint, paper chains and bright
ceiling decorations.
We have to say a huge thank you to Elliott Baines for bringing his lighting company to the disco

and providing an excellent production for the whole evening.
Please follow him on @spiralstagelight for the excellent work
he does.
Stage Superstore Lighting a sponsor of Elliott’s kindly donated
the use of two extra UV cannons, a huge thank you to them as
well.  All the money raised is going to PE at Calder High
School to enhance facilities, buy new equipment and support
our wide extra-curricular programme.
Follow us on @CHS_PE for pictures, updates and the sharing
of your pictures from the night.

Calder’s Peer Mentors
On Thursday 2nd March, Calder High Peer Mentors gathered at Halifax Town Hall to celebrate
their role in the Peer Mentor scheme.
Students had to apply to become a Peer Mentor and then take part in a training programme to
ensure that they had the skills and knowledge necessary to be able to deliver this important
service throughout the school. The students have been in post since the start of the academic year
and are constantly promoting  a good ethos and support to students.
The mayor of Calderdale, Howard Balgbrough was at the celebration to award students with
certificates in recognition of the hard work they put in.

Left to right: Alice Gordon, Emily Kaye, Samantha Gorin, Isabella English-Burns, Tabitha Bell,
Zohaib Hussain, Elliot King, Libby Nemeth, Georgia Leadsford, Kaysha Dolton and Sufyan
Ghafoor.



Inter-House Competitions
The new House system at Calder High School has its first competition
this week. On Wednesday 5th April and Thursday 6th April there will
be Inter-House Rugby competitions for Year 7 Students.
On Wednesday 5th April the girls in Year 7 will be battling it out for

the honour of being the first students to win
the Calder House Cup. The following evening
the boys will also do battle.
In each competition there will be three
fixtures for each house so that everyone plays
each other. Fixtures will last for 20 minutes
comprising of two 10 minute halves. It is
hoped that students in Year 7 not playing in
the competitions will come out to support the
houses.

After Easter, the next competition will be an Inter-House Bake
off. More details to follow shortly.

Duke of Edinburgh Award
Having enrolled 52 Year 9 students on to the Duke of Edinburgh
programme, many students have been uploading information about
what they are doing for the Skills, Volunteering and Physical sections.
Thank you for doing this; please continue and make sure that you are
uploading each week so that I can check and approve your work.
Remember that part of the D of E philosophy is that you are responsible
for what you do and when you do it, thus demonstrating that you are
both independent and motivated.

With respect to the Year 10 cohort, there are some students who are nearly ready to begin
Expedition preparation. For these students, we need to agree a time that we can meet each
week so that we can go through all the necessary planning.
Good luck and keep up the hard work.     Mr Webb



Teenage Cancer Trust

Delicious English Homework

Well done Joe! Joe Whitworth, Year 9 has shaved his head to
raise money for the Teenage Cancer Trust. Joe has raised over
£500 for the charity and stated “I want to raise as much money
as I possibly can to allow the charity to continue helping
young people like myself that have cancer. They are a great
charity and hopefully the money I have raised will allow them
to do some fun things”.

In English, Year 8 are studying ‘Macbeth’ by William Shakespeare.  One of their recent
homework tasks was to research The Globe theatre.  They were allowed to produce this research
in any format they wished: to produce a piece of writing, create a detailed drawing, a model or
even, if they wished, bake a cake!
Charlotte Priestley of 8HHM chose the latter and made an amazing (and indeed delicious) Globe
Theatre cake!  Her homework was enjoyed by all members of the class (8X2) and Senior
Leadership Team as well as the English department.  Thank you Charlotte, from each and every
one of us!



New Design of Rugby Kit

The Calder App
Calder High School is coming into the 21st century with the ‘MyEd’
App. We have chosen to use this App to improve communication
with parents and make life a little bit easier.

MyEd system allows the parents to do the following:
·  View attendance
·  View timetable
·  View behaviour
·  View school calendar
·  Access information including briefings
·  View school presentations and download letters
·  Access updates from the school
·  Access electronic communications sent home

It is available both on Android and iTunes free of charge, you just have to register. However, you
need to ensure your email address is correct on our system.
If you are unsure, please contact rsutcliffe@calderhigh.calderdale.sch.uk
Letters will be coming home soon. Look out for them!

On Sunday 26 February, Calder High were
invited to attend the England v Italy Rugby
Union game in the 6 Nations tournament. One
student was invited to attend and was
presented with the new Calder High kit before
the game. Declan Knapping in Year 7 was
selected. Declan has represented both Year 7
and Year 8 at both codes of Rugby. He is a
regular at all after school clubs and his hard
work was rewarded with this excellent day out.



The Calder Edge - 1 in a Million
At the start of this academic year
Mr Guise actioned us to find out
more about PiXL’s The Edge. PiXL is
a not for profit education
organisation set up to share
resources, expertise and advice
throughout secondary schools in
the UK and The Edge is not the lead
guitarist of U2, nor a climbing
problem at Bridestones, but a
programme designed for young
people to enable them to
demonstrate the skills so needed in
the fast changing world they live in.

Having accompanied both teaching and non-teaching staff alongside students from Year 7 to
listen to presentations delivered at Leeds United Football stadium, we were hooked.  It all seemed
to be just what we wanted for our young people.  There were different levels – Apprenticeship,
Graduate and Masters – which we could introduce to students which clearly supported the
developmental programme we were introducing at KS4 with the Duke of Edinburgh Award
Scheme.

Quick on the uptake, we visited Boston Spa High School in North Yorkshire, listened to their
Assistant Head Teacher who was one of the first to introduce The Edge, questioned her and
engaged with young people already completing the scheme.

Mr Guise persuaded us to introduce The Edge to both Years 7 and 8 together and we deliberately
introduced it straight after the Christmas holidays.  Having found their feet in Term 1, we wanted
to engage Year 7 students in activities which would instil in them confidence and a thirst for
learning.  The CalderEdge is made up of 5 key attributes called LORIC (Leadership, Organisation,
Resilience, Initiative, Communication) Each attribute is introduced to the students in the first
assembly of the half term and then students work on completing two Personal Challenges.
Each week students have EdgeReg when either watch the powerpoint developing the key
attribute for the half term or they work on their Personal Challenges for the attribute in question.
We chose the first Personal Challenge for each attribute and then students are given a database
made up of a huge number of potential challenges which they can choose the second from.

After only half a term we are starting to see the success of The Calder Edge. We have talked to
Year 8 students at Year 9 Options Evening and been delighted when they have said they asked if
they could help because it would enable them to achieve their second Personal Challenge for
Communication.  Students are thinking about what they can do in school and outside in order to
achieve their Personal Challenges.  They are also starting to engage in evaluation, a key tool they
will need throughout school and beyond.  The Calder Edge has enabled tutors to work more
closely with their tutees and given even more meaning to Tutor time.

All in all. we are proud that Calder students in Years 7 and 8 will be one in a million young people
who have the opportunity to complete this exciting programme. Mrs Healey Mr Washington



Eyes on the World Championships
Kara Graham, a Year 9 student, is an ice skater who
competes on a regular basis, with the amazing charity
Inclusive Skating. As well as with competing against
skaters of all levels and abilities, Kara has a condition
called iridocorneal endothelial (or ICE for short)
syndrome with Reigers.  This means her vision is
affected as is her field of vision and her depth
perception; she is at high risk of glaucoma and has to
undergo tests on a regular basis. She uses tinted lenses
to reduce her visual stress which can cause migraines
and loss of sight for a short time.

In January, the world rankings were released, which are
split into categories according to age. Kara is currently
4th in the world for the Advanced Novice Ladies
category.

This year she has the World Championships in April
and is taking part in 4 components. Kara is competing
in pattern dances this year including the Canasta
Tango and the Dutch Waltz, a free skate (where she
will show the routine she has choreographed with her

coach) and is using a tune written for her when she suffered from pneumonia and was
hospitalised for 3 weeks.
She is currently training hard for this, on and off the ice, and hopefully will bring back lots of
medals.

Parents as Library Assistants
A big ‘thank you’ is needed.

You may have seen students wearing
these badges around school recently and
wondered what it was about? Do you use
the LRC and are you aware of what
facilities we have?
It’s been a very busy time since I started at Calder High in late
November, so I took the decision to ask for helpers or assistants. All applicants

had to complete an official form and be able to show that they have the skills not only to use the
computer and catalogue books, but also to serve students and keep the LRC tidy. It takes quite a
lot of background work from myself and the assistants to run an efficient LRC, so I’d like to thank
them for all of their hard work (especially as I managed to break my wrist recently and wasn’t the
best at picking things up J).
Thank you Jack E, Jack F, Tilden, Imogen, Jasmine, Adil, Dan, Tamlin, Ethan, Chloe, Olivia,
McKenzie, Alex, Imaan, William, Rudy, George and Marcus.
Happy reading. Mrs Dales – LRC manager



When a dog was our special guest…
As part of the PSHE programme at Calder
(Learning 4 Life) Year 7 students looked at
responsibilities to themselves and others,
including animals.  In the morning of 31 January
the Head Teacher and Deputy Head from Wood
Bank School visited us and delivered a
presentation to the year group explaining how
their students just want to be accepted and not
stared at because they have disabilities.

Following on from this, staff from the RSPCA
came to talk to Year 7 to explain that we also
have responsibilities to animals and our pets.  They brought a beautiful, well-behaved mongrel dog
with them who became the star of the show.  He has now been re-homed which is great to know.

Year 7 were then encouraged along with the rest of the school to produce Valentine's Day cards
which could be sent to the animals at the centre.  Lots of students throughout the school made
cards during the SMSC registration and were collected by the RSPCA on 13 February ready for
delivery the following day.

National Media Prize
Media students at Calder High School were congratulated for
not only winning the most technically impressive film category,
but also being selected as the overall winner of The Bank of
England’s National Schools Film Competition for their film ‘A Day in the Life of a Fiver’.  The
film takes us on a journey which shows how the new five pound note gets passed between different
groups of people and even shows it surviving a kayaking adventure in the local River Calder.
The project, which was devised as part of a lunchtime enrichment class, was written and produced
by Year 9 students.  Mr Middleton, Head of Media, was delighted with the result “Our students
came up with an imaginative storyline, but the film itself benefited from some ‘happy accidents’ –
for example, when the Go-Pro camera was dropped under water.  That is the kind of thing you
can’t really plan for.”
Students will receive a trophy together with a cheque for £1200 for the school to spend on

filmmaking equipment of
their choice plus a £50
Amazon voucher for each
team member.
The winning film is
showcased on the Bank of
England’s website
http://www.bankofengland.c
o.uk/education/Pages/comp
etitions/bankcameraaction
or can be seen on Twitter
using #BankCameraAction.



e-Safety at Calder
As the digital age continues to expand, the dangers around mobile technology
is constantly changing. Calder High students have received assemblies from Mr
Taylor, Deputy Head and Georgia Leadsford and Libby Nemeth from the
Antibullying Team around the dangers young people face today.
To support the work they are doing, Mr Taylor has also updated the website to
support parents and students with concerns around various Apps such as
Instagram, Snapchat and What’s app. Georgia and Libby were concerned around new Apps their
peers were using, such as ‘Yellow’ and the lack of awareness. Students were told about the
changes highlighted by the UK Council for Child Internet Safety, how to stay safe online and the
impact of youth produced sexual imagery. One Year 10 student said “I’m, really pleased with the
assembly as it made it very clear what is right and what is wrong and the consequences. I hope it
makes people stop and think.”
Students have taken an online e-Safety questionnaire before the assemblies and the results were
shared. Mr Taylor said “this is a scary age for young people as we don’t know the impacts of their
behaviours online in the future. The best we can do is ensure we give them the knowledge and
tools to keep them safe online and make informed decisions”. Mr Taylor is leading the
safeguarding campaign by offering parents a number of options; “ I want to support those
parents who, like me, may not be as familiar with certain apps and online activity. I want to be

able to help parents feel confident to have difficult or awkward
conversations with their children around e-Safety to ensure they
know what to do to safeguard their children”. Mr Taylor will be

producing a Deputy Head Bulletin with the help of the student
voice with updates for parents. Further details can be sought
on the schools new webpage at www.calderhigh.org.uk

Overseas Project Bag Pack
On Friday 23 and Saturday 24 December 2016, a group of
Year 13 students who will be volunteering as part of the
2017 Overseas Project with Calder High School Sixth Form,
took part in a bag pack at the Hebden Bridge Co-op.  The
staff and students involved in the project spent from 10am
to 6pm on both days offering a bag packing service to Co-
op customers and were overwhelmed with the total amount
of £1075 raised over the two days.  Project Leader, Emma
Hartley said “we are absolutely over the moon with the amount we have raised.  The customers of
the Hebden Bridge Co-op were very supportive of our project and we all really enjoyed our time
packing bags and chatting to the customers.  The atmosphere was lovely and festive and some of
the group even took up a bit of carol singing.  We would like to publicly thank all the customers
who supported us, along with the staff of the Co-op for making us feel so welcome.”  The bag
pack was organised through the Hebden Bridge Co-op’s Community Pioneer, Emily Glover.  The
Calder VI Overseas Project sends students to a developing country to volunteer for two weeks
over the summer in alliance with Projects Abroad (www.projects-abroad.co.uk).  Students and staff
are responsible for fundraising the total cost of the project, around £2,000 per volunteer.  The
projects are challenging and life-enhancing both for the student volunteers and the communities
being supported. Miss E Hartley



Art Skills from Calder Students
Year 11 Showcase Their Skills In Silk

Year 11 students showcased their skills when working with Diane
Jones, Bradford based textiles artist in a one day workshop.  They
produced a silk mono print for their final piece for the
Collections Project and once again the results were stunning.

Miss Oldham, Head of Visual Art, said “I have been lucky enough to work with
Diane for a number of years, the work she produces with the students is
always amazing.  The chance to work in a new medium and alongside a
professional artist is an invaluable part of the success of our students here at
Calder. This was reflected in our exam results last year with 100% pass rate,
33% A*-A and 94% A*-C.  I love working in such a creative community, it
makes every day an exciting new challenge”.

Year 9 Independent Learning Challenge

Calder High School’s Year 9 students have once again amazed staff with their
creativity and diversity of skills with their ‘Graffiti and Street Art’ inspired
independent learning challenge homework.  The project was based around an
animal theme and students could customise a range of unusual items as part
of their final response.

We have had students working on glass, ceramic tiles, old guitars, recycled
wood and old cupboard doors, clocks, shoes, bags, T-shirts and even pepper
mills.  Miss Oldham said”  It is so exciting seeing our students rising to the
creative challenge and thinking outside the box to produce such varied and
exciting pieces of work”.



Red Nose Day Fundraising
Calder High School’s PE department organised a number of events in
order to raise money for Comic Relief and a defibrillator for school and
community use. There were a number of activities which included a
penalty shoot out hosted by Year 13 BTEC Sport, a bake sale and a
chocolate tombola. Students had a non-uniform day and paid to have
some fun on the inflatable assault courses. Students also had the opportunity to
get their revenge with ‘sponge the teacher’. A huge thank you to all the students, staff and
parents that supported our fundraising; we raised a massive £1800!

PGL Netball Competition
On Friday 17 March, 50 students travelled to Shrewsbury to represent Calder High School at the
PGL Netball tournament. The school had teams in each of the competition age groups, ranging
from Year 7 -11. The girls played extremely well with the Year 11 girls going through to the semi-
finals. They fought hard and won the game, but due to a handicap system narrowly missed out on
a place in the final. Over the weekend, students also got to the chance to meet England netballer
Jodie Gibson for a shooting master class; a great experience for any budding netballer. As well as
playing netball, throughout the weekend students were given the chance to take part in a number
of adventurous activities such as zip wires, archery, abseiling and climbing. They had a fantastic

weekend with one of their favourite
activities being the giant swing. The
girls had such a great time that they
have already asked to go back next
year.

Well done to all the girls
who competed.


