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Dear Parents

As another school year draws to a close and our students (and
staff!) await the last bell of the term, I get the opportunity to look
back on what has been a truly remarkable year for Calder High
School.

We started as the top performing school in Calderdale at GCSE
and one of the highest for A-level performance and carried that
success through to our Ofsted inspection. Alongside the academic
and inspection success we have seen continued sporting success at an individual level from judo
to boxing to kayaking and school success in rugby, football and netball. We have also seen our
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh group successfully complete their practice expedition and our now
keen to move on to their final expedition. This year’s PE Presentation Evening was the busiest yet
and a real treat to see so many of our students awarded for their successes and supported by so
many parents.

The proposed amalgamation with Cragg Vale Junior and Infant School is finally happening with
works taking place over the summer to provide temporary accommodation during the wider-
scale school improvements that will see the development of an outstanding infant and primary
building on site. With the Department for Education agreeing to fund our new Post-16 building,
we are looking forward to continuing to grow our sixth form provision with a new state-of-the-
art building being built next year. This is an exciting new phase in the growth of The Calder
Learning Trust, one that will see us teaching right through the age ranges from 4 to 18. Our new
all-through provision will put us at the forefront of teaching developments and serve to further
support the improvements we have made over these last few years.

Whilst it is important to look back and reflect on the successes of the year, it is tinged with the
disappointment faced by all public sector professions. At Calder High School we have been
judged as providing a good standard of education in all of the government’s categories and we
have managed this at a time of significant cuts to school funding, despite the protestations of
government ministers that school funding has never been higher. Faced with these challenges,
everyone across the Trust is fully committed to continuing to improve the standard of care,
education and opportunity we offer and put the best interests of our children at the heart of
every decision.

One of my personal highlights this year came at the
end of the GCSE Maths exam. I met some of our Year
11 students at the end of the paper and asked how
they’d got on. One student replied, ‘I’ve done my best
and that’s all I can do’. For me, that mindset typifies all
of us at Calder High School and I look forward to
another year where we will all continue to do our best
for the students and community of Calder High
School.

              Anthony Guise

From the Headteacher



Arrangements for the start of the new term
This year we are pleased to announce we are ‘over-subscribed’ in Year 7. Due to
this we are starting the year a little differently to ensure we induct our new Year 7
and 10 students effectively. Please see the following times starting in September:

Changes to the Behaviour Policy for 2017
We are always striving to achieve the best behaviour at Calder High School. To facilitate this to
support the minority of our students we are making some slight changes.
If a student receives a fixed-term exclusion, they will be expected to attend the inclusion unit for
one day as part of the re-integrations back to school. Mr. Zallman will conduct a back to school
interview with parents and students
If a student chooses not to attend a C3 detention they are automatically issued with a Senior
Leadership Team Detention (SLT) on a Friday 3-4.15pm. If a student chooses not to attend the SLT
detention they currently receive a day in the inclusion unit the following week. From September,
they will also have to complete their SLT detention the following Friday.
Changing from YAL to Key Stage Managers
From September we are enhancing our pastoral team to support the whole transition process at
Key Stage level. With our conversion to an all-through school, we will now have Key Stage
Managers who will look after the welfare, behaviour and progress of our students. Below is the list
of the Key Stage Managers from September 2017:

Years 6/7 Key Stage Manager: Miss Persechino
Years 8/9 Key Stage Manager: Mrs Binks
Years 10/11 Key Stage Manager: Mr Lee

The Calder VI Learning Managers Ms. Porter-Cross, Mrs. James and Miss. Hartley.

Paperless from September 2017
As from September 2017 all school information will be sent out by email or through
the MyEd app. We have spent the last 6 months asking for updated details and
they are being input as we speak. Please where possible upload the MyEd App from Google Play
or itunes as it will be a one stop app for all your school communication.  Some of the features of
the app include the facility to translate all messages into your preferred language, access to social
media for the school, checking of attendance, timetables and instant messaging.
You must have the same email that the school has for this to work. If you are in doubt please send
your child’s name and your new/current email to Parent Enquiry.

From the Deputy Headteacher

Date Year Group Time Area
Monday 4 Sept Staff Training Day: School closed to students

Tuesday 5 Sept
Year 7 8.25-8.35am Theatre via main reception
Year 10 08:35am Form Room

Wednesday 6
Sept

Year 11 08:35am Theatre

Year 7 08:35am
Student entrance and go to the quad to be
taken to registration

Years 8-10 08:35am Form Room
Thursday 7 Sept Years 7-11 follow normal timetable

Friday 8 Sept
Years 7-11 follow normal timetable

Year 12 08:55am Theatre
Year 13 08:35 Theatre



From the Deputy Headteacher cont…
Good Bye to staff
This year we see the following staff leave the Calder family for pastures new; Mrs Baird – Maths,
Miss Balmforth – Science, Mr McCann – Science, Mrs Cottam – English, Mrs Landau, Mrs Roebuck
and Mrs Wadsworth from our SEND Team and finally after many years of service, we say goodbye
to Miss Hindle and Mrs Kaye from the Pastoral Team.

Welcome to new staff
We are pleased to welcome the following staff to the Calder family and look forward to working
with them; Miss Welsh in Science and Mrs Greenwood in English.

Safety Alert from Calderdale Council: Todmorden Market renovations
You may have seen that there are building works being
undertaken at Todmorden Market. There is a large amount of
scaffolding around the building which provides access for the
builders undertaking the work.
Unfortunately, despite the access prevention measures
installed by the contractor, the council has had numerous
reports of children and teenagers getting on the scaffolding
and playing on the roof. It has also been reported that some
of these children have spanners and have been tampering
with the scaffolding fittings.

   A building site and scaffolding may appear to be a fun place to be, but it is NOT a
playground and can be a dangerous place.

   Scaffolding is an essential piece of safety equipment NOT a climbing frame.
   If any of the scaffolding fixings are loosened, there is a possibility that the scaffolding could

collapse. Any collapse could severely injure or even cause the death of people on or near
the scaffolding. It is the view of the Police and the Council that any person found to be
tampering with scaffolding which subsequently causes injury or death could be charged
with manslaughter.

   Protective padding provided to the scaffolding tubes at ground level has been ripped off
by children. This padding is to protect people from injury. Its removal puts people at risk; it
may be a member of your family.

   Parts of the market roof are glazed. This glass is not designed to take the weight of a
person. Anyone who tries to walk over this glass could fall through the roof resulting in
serious injury or worse.

The contractor is trying to complete the works as quickly and efficiently as possible. They do not
need the distractions of dealing with people trying to get on the scaffolding. Please remind
children to stay off the scaffolding and away from the building site.

On 12th July the whole school took part in an
evacuation drill.  We managed to clear the
school in 4 minutes. All our students were
impeccably behaved and were a credit to
the school. It is important that we conduct
these drills to ensure we have the safety
structures in place.

Well Done students!                  Mr Taylor



Attendance Matters
NB: Students falling below 90% attendance
fall into the Persistent Absence category and
could well be subjected to: Parenting contracts
and orders, Penalty notices, Education
Supervision Order or Prosecution.

Reporting on Absence
All absences must be reported by 9am each day by calling the attendance line 01422 889900
Absences of over 5 days must be supported by medical evidence
The aim is to prepare students for progression to Key Stage 4, further education or employment.
Please provide a medical appointment card, copies of prescription/medication given.
Absences of over 5 days without medical evidence will not be authorised
Any form of unauthorised absence may be subject to a penalty notice from the Local Authority.
Please follow up any absences with a note in the student’s planner to the form tutor on their return
to school. Please make routine appointments outside school time. If this is not possible, please
provide the medical appointment card or a copy of the hospital letter. Without this, any absences
will be unauthorised. All unexplained absences will become unauthorised by the school.
Punctuality
Arriving late into school is very disruptive for the class teacher and other class members. It also
means that late students themselves miss vital input from teachers.
Registration is at 8.35am
If, for whatever reason, you know your child will be arriving late, please call the attendance line or
provide your child with a written note.
Late Students must sign in at the Attendance Window in Student Services.
The school gates will be closed each morning at 8.35am
If a student arrives late 2 or more times within the same week they will be issued with a detention.
Persistent lateness can result in a fixed penalty fine being issued to Parents/Carers by the Local
Authority.
Holidays during Term Time
Calder High School will not authorise any holidays in term time; the hidden cost of lost education is
very precious to us. The School wishes to discourage holidays during term time as attendance is
vital to academic success. If, after having a 10 day holiday, a student is then genuinely ill, then each
additional day they are absent from school will reduce their total attendance by 0.5%
Research suggests that 17 missed school days a year = 1 GCSE grade drop in achievement.
Basically, holidays in term time do affect your child’s success rate .
*Leave of absence during term time will only be authorised in exceptional circumstances and must be
applied for on a leave of absence form.
Why is your child’s attendance at school so important?   Please read the following:

   Your child will have access to a safe learning environment.
   Your child will receive the full-time education to which they are entitled.
   Your child will achieve success with their learning at school.
   Your child will have the opportunity to access the widest possible range of opportunities when
they leave school.

At Calder High School we would like all our students to
 aim for 96% attendance during each academic year

Important Facts about Attendance
100% = no days absence from school
95% = 10 days absence from school
90% = 20 days absence from school
85% = 30 days absence from school
80% = 40 days absence from school



End of Year for Year 7
I would like to say a huge well done to all of Year 7. You have faced lots of
challenges head on and made the successful transition to Calder High School.
You have made me very proud to be your YAL.  I want to thank you all for
your hard work throughout the year and hope that you continue to put in
110% effort next year to all aspects of school life. I would like to thank parents
for your continued support and I wish both parents and students an enjoyable and restful summer
break. I look forward to seeing you all back in Year 8 in September.

Most time spent quizzing on accelerated reader
Ray Dowland, Ruby Doherty, Tilden Windsor and Molly
Harford. 11 or more successful tests Katie Binns, Hashim
Ahmed, Stephanie Bailey, Ruby Doherty, Molly Harford
and Alexander Roberts.
A special mention goes to Tilden Windsor who took 20 tests and passed 19 – Amazon Gift
Voucher and the Year 7 Accelerated Reader trophy for you!

A HUGE well done to the following students who have made it through the whole of Year 7
without a single behaviour point! Let’s hope you can do the same again next year!
Ella Beaney
Katie Binns
Maya Brunt
Beth Davies
Jocelyn Dewis
Zac Diplock
Ruby Doherty
Anita Gosling
Aster Gray
Molly Harford
Brandon Hey
Thomas Horner

100% Attendance
Isaac Tupling
Samuel Wright
Ben Butts
George Pilling
Connor Sunderland
Bradley Horsfall

Jasmine Lund
Simone Clayton
Anita Gosling
Thomas Horner
James Taylor-Calvert
Callum Ingham
Eric Cunningham

Sam Bradshaw
Holly Brooks
Tristain Nelson
Natasha Turner
Ellie Marsden

Top Boy and Girl merit earners per form
CCM – Josh Morgan and Isabelle Rolls
AHN – Lily Winder and Lewi Burkett Lord
KCH – Millie Hart and Hashim Ahmed
KSR – Milly Brooks Hall and Aaron Baylin

RPR – Ella Beaney and Tristain Nelson
RWW – Niamh Luck and Luke Sunderland
JKN – Natasha Turner and Gwilym Hughes
JPN – Malaika Hussain and Sam Bradshaw

Ellie Horsfall
Thomas Howarth
Malaika Hussain
Luca Kelly
Annie Lavender
Luca Lazzari-Williams
Isla Lee-Grant
Niamh Luck
Ella - Grace Lynch
Ellie Marsden
Joshua Morgan
Alice Myers

Claudie Nicholson
Isobel Reed
Gracie Richards
Alexander Roberts
Isabelle Rolls
Aleena Shazail
Eleonor Spruce
Luke Sunderland
Callum Sutcliffe
George Sweeney
Isabel Taylor
Shaneah Timewell

Natasha Turner
Matthew Warriner
Chloe Webster
Molly Whitby
Jack Wilkinson
Jamie Willshaw
Jack Wilson
Philippa Wilson-Radcliffe
Tilden Windsor
Jake Wood



I would like to say a huge well done to all the students in Year 8. It doesn’t
seem like a year since I became the Year Achievement Leader working with this
year group and it has been a delight to get to know them better.  The students
have worked really hard throughout the year, studying new topics and
embedding their learning in each subject; this will continue throughout Year 9
before they make their choices ready for their GCSE’s.
Thank you to Mr Zallmann for all his hard work with the Year Group when I was unwell.
Additionally I would like to thank the super Tutor Team who work with your children every day;
they are exceptionally supportive and patient, offering students advice and guidance when it is
needed about how to make the most of their studies and opportunities in school. Finally, thank
you to all parents and carers for working in partnership with us throughout the year. I wish you a
lovely summer and hope that your children have a good rest so they return in September
refreshed and ready for Year 9.

Outstanding Behaviour - The following students are truly outstanding in terms of their behaviour
because they have made it through Year 8 without incurring any behaviour points – this is a
fantastic achievement and they should be very proud of themselves.

Final word! Well done to all those students who have represented school in anyway this year. It is
great to get involved and play an active part in the school community and I know Year 8 have
really excelled this year, attending clubs, taking part in school trips and being ambassadors at
some of the events we host for parents. Keep up the great work. Mrs Kaye

Year 8, End of Year

100% Attendance Rob BROWN 8LHN, Jack EDMONDSON 8LHN, Thomas HOLLINGDRAKE 8LHK,
Keavy HORNE-MURPHY 8LHK, Eloise KING 8ART, Dan MATEER 8LHN, Leah RIDINGS 8NWD,

Millie RYCROFT 8LHN, Sadie SHORT 8ART, Daniel SMITH 8LHN, Danielle TAYLOR 8AP,
Natasha THOMPSON  8LHK and Jessica WADEMAN 8NWD.

Over 800 Merits in the Year
ALI Imaan 8ART 1569

ALI Zain 8JDY 1532
PRIESTLEY Charlotte 8APN 1373

GITTNER Agnes 8JDY 996
HORNE-MURPHY Keavy 8LHK 947

TYLER-MOSS Maya 8EHL 919
GRAHAM Gabrielle 8APN 893

MOAKLER Louise 8JDY 886
INNES Lewis  8LHK  875

GLASSBROOK Sam 8JDY 874
KENDRICK Isobel 8LHK 864

 KELLY Noah 8EHL 853
RIDINGS Leah 8NWD 853

PENNINGTON Beth 8APN 850
TAYLOR Danielle 8APN  843

SHORT Sadie 8ART 838
PEARCE Charlie 8JDY 837
PEARCE Dexter 8JDY 832

SCHOLEFIELD Katherine 8LHK 815
NIVEN Kate 8EHL 804
PYM Poppy 8APN 801

Chloe LATHAM 8LHN
Rosie LEACH  8LHK
Ruby MCFIE 8JDY
Sophie PANG 8EHL

Charlie PEARCE 8JDY
Dexter PEARCE 8JDY
Leah RIDINGS 8NWD

Katherine SCHOLEFIELD 8LHK
Sadie SHORT 8ART

Danielle TAYLOR 8APN
Jessica WADEMAN 8NWD

Humaira Wardak 8LHN
Sophia WHEELWRIGHT 8JDY

Ellie WIGNALL 8ART
Scarlett WOOD 8JDY
Emily YORKE 8ART

Mohammed ADIL 8LHN
Imaan ALI  8ART

Marcela CARCAMO-MCCASKILL 8LHK
Eman DAWID 8LHN

Joshua FIREMAN  8ART
Alex FLANAGAN 8APN
Isobel GIBSON 8ART

Sam GLASSBROOK 8JDY
Matthew HALEWOOD 8APN

Tilda HALLIDAY-JONES 8APN
Ned HISCOX 8JDY
Zakiyah IQBAL 8LHN
Noah KELLY 8EHL

Eloise KING 8ART
Hollie KNOWLES 8LHN



News from Year 9

JEM – Jay Nelson and Jade Pitchforth
JSL – Ben Mulvaney-Johnson and Emily Kaye
LCK –Brandon Ogden and Martha Williams
NOM – Zohaib Hussain and Lizzie Ashman

PPN – James Binns and Beau Well
RAS – Zain Hamid and Abby Marshall
RWN – Julin Pietryszyk and Kara Graham
ACS – Zahim Hussain and Laiba Bilaal

Top Merit earners per form – Congratulations!

Top Form Merits – Well done everybody, all your hard work and effort has contributed
towards this end goal and won points towards the House Cup!

1st – NOM   2nd – LCK   3rd – RWN

Year 9 have had a fantastic year, uniform has been brilliant and feedback
from tutors and teaching staff regarding behaviour and attitudes to learning
has been excellent. I would like to take this opportunity to thank
parents/carers for your continued support throughout the academic year and
to wish you all a happy and restful summer. I am extremely proud of all the
Year 9 students, they are growing into polite, well-mannered and responsible young people and I
look forward to seeing them progress personally and academically over the next 2 years.

Behaviour- The following students have worked unbelievably hard this year to ensure that their
behaviour is always consistently good and have not acquired any behaviour points throughout the
whole year. They have organised themselves brilliantly making sure they have equipment,
completed homework and correct uniform daily. Well done and keep up the hard work next year!
Lewis Allsopp, Iona Anderson, Lizzie Ashman, Otis Benbow, Charlotte Cox, Georgia Deavin,
Seamus Dower, Isabella English-Burns, Ben Fisher, Isabelle Hibbert, Katie Hirst, Keren
Hulme, Naira Kauser, Elliot King, Milly Lord, Natalia Marchewa, Abby Marshall, Reece
McDermondy, Omayr Mirza, Mathew Morgan, Jessica Paine, Jade Pitchforth, Tess Robinson
and Emily Sutcliffe.

End of Year Celebrations
Rewards Trip
On Tuesday 18 July students took part in their rewards trip to
Bradford for Ten-pin bowling and Ice skating. Students must have
had a successful year in terms of the school’s expectations of
attendance, punctuality, effort and behaviour to enable them to

attend.

Celebration Assembly
On Thursday 20 July we celebrated students’ progress and achievements over the
last academic year and Key Stage 3. I enjoyed sharing their successes and some of
their school photos from Year 7!

Sports Day
One of my favourite events of the year! It is always great to see
students enjoying taking part in sports day whether competing or
cheering their teams on from the side line.                    Mrs Binks



News from Year 10
I can’t believe that I am already writing this newsletter about the end of
the school year for Year 10. The year has gone so quickly, it has flown by.
Students are all well into their GCSE studies and are doing really well.
Year 10 is a challenging year with the large amount of work that is
expected.  You are an exceptional group of young people and are a
credit to the school. This year we have celebrated with students in
performing arts, sport and culture.

I am looking forward to next year and all that it brings.
Have a great holiday and stay safe. Mr Lee

Top from groups in 2017
1st place is 10 MHT (also 2016)
2nd place is 10 MMC
3rd place is 10 APS

Attendance through out the year.
1st place 10 MHT
2nd place 10 RCN
3rd place 10 MHN

Outstanding contribution to the year
group and school 2016/17

Lucy  Sullivan
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Year 11 Leavers
On Thursday 29 June, our Year 11 had their Prom at Casa in Brighouse.  The
staff and students turned out in their masses to celebrate the end of five
brilliant and challenging years.  As ever, we had students turning up in a variety
of imaginative ways, but the winner has to be Tom Holroyd who arrived in a
huge tractor!
The night was a huge success and the students seemed to have a fantastic
time.  Never before have I known a year group to hit the dance floor as soon
as they arrived!  We had a number of students win awards for their attendance,
with Ben Ridings winning a prize for achieving a very impressive 100%
attendance record for all five years at Calder High School.  Other prizes were

awarded to the Best Dressed Boy and Girl.  The
competition this year was tough!  The boys turned up
looking sharp, and the girls looked absolutely stunning.  The eventual
winners were Sol Clithero and Hollie Broadbent , but special mention
should be given to Iman Amjid, Amna Mukhtar, Taybah Ali and Zara
Shahzad for their beautiful outfits.
I am incredibly proud of the whole year group – their attitude towards
their GCSE exams was one of determination, and their behaviour was
fantastic.  They really deserved to let their hair down at Prom!

From a personal point of view, I would like to thank the students and parents for their lovely cards,
gifts, flowers and words of support.  I’ve always been very vocal about how much I’ve loved
working with the year group, and it’s going to be incredibly hard to say my final goodbyes on
GCSE Results Day (24 August) as both the students and I start our new chapters. Miss Hindle



The New House system at Calder High School
continues to flourish with a fantastic response from the
students with respect to the Inter-House Rugby and
Bake-Off.
The first Inter-House competition took place on 5th and
6th April. It was the Year 7 Girls and Year 7 Boys Rugby
Union tournament.
In the girls competition, Stoodley were the best supported House with 10 players. They played
well throughout the tournament but struggled in the contact area, especially with tackling.
Shibden were fast and nimble but came up against really strong opposition in Wainhouse and
Hardcastle who moved the ball well and scored some excellent tries. At the end of the
tournament the results were:
Stoodley, played 3 lost 3. Shibden, played 3 lost 2 won 1. Wainhouse played 3 won 2 drew 1.
Hardcastle played 3 won 2 drew 1. Unfortunately, due to time restraints, a final decider could not
be played between Wainhouse and Hardcastle. Both houses were awarded 100 points with
Shibden on 75 points and Stoodley on 50 points.
In the Year 7 Boys competition the turnout was good and right from the beginning it was clear
that it would be a really close and hard fought tournament. Wainhouse battled hard but lost all
three matches. The other three houses all won 2 games each and lost one game apiece. As it
turned out, both Shibden and Hardcastle had exactly the same totals so a final game would be
needed to decide the overall result. Wainhouse played against Stoodley in the third and fourth
place playoff while Hardcastle played Shibden to decide the overall winner. After 10 very physical
minutes of contact rugby it was Hardcastle who emerged victorious, 20 points to 15.
Overall therefore the results were as follows,

Hardcastle 100 points Shibden 75 points Stoodley 50 points Wainhouse 25 points.

Inter-House Competitions



The theme of the Inter-House Bake Off event was The Mad Hatters
Tea Party from Alice in Wonderland with students being required to
bake three different batches of identical afternoon tea items within
1 hour and fifteen minutes. Students were judged on the quality of
the final product, skill level, teamwork, organisation and time
management.
The competition took place over four evenings from 3pm until 5pm. Two teams of three students
would make up each House but in reality the number of students who actually participated was
much greater than this.
After an incredibly productive week, with some top class baking, the following judgements were
made. In first place with some superb quality baking was Shibden who gained 100 points towards
the House Cup. In second place were Hardcastle. In third place was Stoodley House and in fourth
place were Wainhouse. All students deserve a lot of praise for giving up an hour and a half of their
time to participate on a Friday evening.

Inter-House Competitions (cont.)



Calder’s Got Talent took place on Thursday 22 June and was
an excellent event, well organised and well supported by
parents and students. Auditions were held the week before the
event and it soon became obvious that it was not going to be
easy to select the finalists. After a very difficult deliberation the
original list of twenty four students was cut to sixteen.
I had originally hoped to judge the final in terms of a normal
House Event with the winning act receiving 100 points, second
receiving 75, third receiving 50 and fourth receiving 25. This
was not possible however due to the fact that all the final acts
were in groups of different Houses.
It was therefore decided that the House Points would be awarded on the basis of the number of
students in each House who auditioned. This meant that overall Shibden were the winners,
Wainhouse second, Stoodley third and Hardcastle were fourth.
In terms of the evening event, the performances all evening were of a high standard with
members of the audience deciding the winners by purchasing tokens and voting after all the
performances had been seen. In 4th place were Gabriella Horne and Ellie Pickup. In 3rd place were
the Year 7 pairing of Eleanor Read and Isabela Shaw-White who played piano and sang
beautifully. In 2nd place were Claudie Nicholson and Rufus Stott-Leach who performed a song

that they had written themselves.
The winners were Amber
Marsden, Katie Kemp-Riley and
Ami Stansfield who really
performed to an excellent
standard and demonstrated a
great deal of potential for the
future. Overall the evening was a
resounding success and helped
to raise money for the Overseas
Project. A massive thank you
must go to Miss Hartley and Mr
Dobson who helped to make the
evening such an enjoyable event,
as well as all other members of
staff who helped and parents

who supported. Please continue to support these events because, in my opinion, there is no
doubt that Calder has got talent.  Mr Webb



The Inter-House Chess competition took place in the L.R.C the week beginning the 12 of June.
The intention was to make sure that all competitors in each House played all other members of
the other Houses. In reality this was not possible due to illness or absence of one or two of the
players.
The competition was nevertheless a great success. What it lacked in terms of numbers of
participants it more than made up for in quality of play. The standard was high right from the
beginning, especially in Stoodley where Dan Mateer and Jack Edmondson were unstoppable. They
won game after game and it became clear that Stoodley would be the overall winners.
In terms of other performances, Rudy Hildreth, Millie Rycroft and Tilden Windsor fought bravely in
all of their matches but were generally unlucky. Rudy did manage an honourable draw but in other
matches came unstuck against astute opponents.
The battle for second position intensified through the second week with Billy Mason from
Hardcastle managing to secure three wins. Marcus Gurney from Wainhouse also came into form
and began to beat opponents from other Houses. Louis Bolton-Gould from Shibden began the
competition badly but in the second week also began to pick up the occasional win and Theo
Bowles from Hardcastle also managed his first win beating Louis.
With one day to go the competition was still very close. Billy Mason and Marcus Gurney were on
three wins each, Theo and Louis on one win. It was down to two games to decide the overall
standings in the House Chess competition. Marcus had to play Billy and Theo had to play Louis.
Marcus proved too strong for Billy, helped by the fact that Billy made some silly mistakes resulting
in losing his Queen fairly early on in the game. Louis was beaten fairly quickly by Theo who
outwitted his opponent early in the game.
After nearly three weeks of lunchtime chess the results were as follows. Stoodley were unbeaten
and take first place and 100 points, in second position were Wainhouse. Third were Hardcastle and
fourth were Shibden.
Thanks to the participants who were keen and enthusiastic throughout.        Mr Webb.



And Finally the Winner is…
After a really successful first year of the New House system, it all
came down to the last competition which was Sports Day. The overall
scores going into this last competition were as follows,
Hardcastle and Stoodley were tied for first place on 1400 points. Shibden
were next with 800 points and Wainhouse were fourth with 775 points. The
points on offer would decide the overall winners of the Calder House Cup.
Unfortunately, come the day, the weather meant that the spectator area on
the banking was not safe and it was decided that Sports Day would have to
be cancelled. As this was an unsatisfactory conclusion to the House
Competition, it was decided to have a ‘winner takes all’ Tug of War competition
between the leading two houses, Hardcastle and Stoodley with Stoodley being
the winners.

1st Stoodley
2nd Hardcastle
3rd Shibden
4th Wainhouse



Year 6 to 7 Transition Days

This June, students in Years 5 and 6 from a wide range of local primary schools had a taste of
things to come when they visited Calder High School, some for the first time, to experience a
variety of discovery sessions in Science and Drama. While Year 5 students looked into topics
relating to pendulums, chromatography and bubble making, Year 6 students were challenged to
create freeze-frames and improvisations based on concerns and fears that they may have
regarding the 'big step up' to secondary school. In total, over 200 students came to Calder over
the two day programme and both students and staff thoroughly enjoyed the activities. We look
forward to seeing another set of students next year!



For the 3rd time running the Spanish department
took a group of Key Stage 3 students to Spain over
the Easter holidays. As well as buying local food in
the market (in Spanish of course!) students were able
to try their hand at Flamenco dancing (we have some
movers), visit endangered brown bears of northern
Spain in a nature reserve, gasp at the stunning
mineral formations of the El Soplao caves and admire
the breath-taking views from the summit of the Picos
de Europa. The students did us proud and were
complimented on their impeccable behaviour
everywhere that we went - from dance teachers, hotel
staff, market vendors and cabin crew. We had an
amazing time and cannot thank parents and staff
involved enough for helping our students to have
such a memorable few days - Mrs Warwick

MFL Spanish Trip

On Sunday 21 May, 25 volunteers chose to
spend their day abseiling from the dizzy
heights of Hell Hole Rocks in Heptonstall.
Student volunteers from the 2018 Calder VI
Overseas Project to Ghana took part in this
annual event to raise much needed funds for
their project.  The students taking part have
already secured over £1,000 sponsor money
from the abseil alone, with many more events
planned for the future.  Other participants were
taking part to test their own nerves or to raise
money for other charities.

Year Achievement Leader for Year 11 at Calder
High School, Miss Hindle, who is petrified of
heights, opted to take part to help raise funds
and awareness for her close friend's cause
#SaveSamantha.  Samantha Smith needs to
raise £150,000 for life-saving surgery which is
not available in the UK.  Penny raised in excess
of £600 by facing her fear and abseiling the 80
foot drop.

Abseiling to Ghana

If you would like to read more about Samantha's tragic story please visit
https://www.youcaring.com/samanthasmith-788861.



Calder VI students visited the Nestle factory in Halifax on Wednesday
3 May to take a tour of the building and observe the  manufacturing
processes carried out there.  The afternoon was to give students an
insight into the world of work and to see how this compares with life as
a student.  The tour included informative talks from Nestle employees, a
tour of the manufacturing procedures from start to finish and time in the
'sensory room' learning about quality control which involved taste testing and looking for flaws in
Quality Street and After Eights.  Both staff and students thoroughly enjoyed the visit and found
the afternoon very interesting.

Nestle Factory Visit

On Easter Sunday, 16th April, 22 volunteers arrived at the YMCA in Halifax to embark on a 26.2
mile overnight walk to raise money for the Calder VI Overseas Projects 2017/18.  The group of 19
student volunteers were accompanied by Miss Hartley, Miss Robinson and former student, Emily
Glover.  The walk began at midnight and walkers had until 10am on Easter Monday to complete
the route.  The 52nd Long March
took walkers up hill and down dale
with rest stops incorporated along the
route, every 6 or 7 miles, for
participants to have a well earned bite
to eat and hot drink.  The event
was well organised with marshals
along the route and we
were delighted to see 15 of our 22
walkers complete the full route.  The
group has raised in excess of £4,000
towards the two projects - an
incredible achievement!

The 52nd Halifax Long March



Year 12 students spent a week nurturing and acting as a primary caregiver for an ‘egg baby’. This
challenge was to form part of the attachment topic that Year 12 Psychology students have just
started. The hope was that after spending a week with their ‘egg baby’ most of them would have
formed some kind of attachment and wouldn’t want to smash it after the week was over. Most
eggs were cared for really well and each student had their ‘egg baby’ with them every single day,
some even arranged ‘sleep overs’ if they knew they were unable to care for their egg that night.
Students will be able to refer to what they experienced with their egg baby to various topics within
the attachment unit.                   Miss Frankland

On one of our Monday Psychology
lessons we each were each given a raw
egg that we had to decorate to look
like a baby (some students requested
twins). People used pom poms,
googley eyes and little woollen hats,
there was lots of creativity.
We were each given a cute little Easter
carrier to put our egg babies in and a

birth certificate that we filled out for our ‘baby,’ names included Aleggsandra, Peggy and Eggward.
This was an activity that our psychology teacher Miss Frankland asked us to do as we would be
able to refer to our experiences with our egg baby throughout the topic and it would help us to
have a better understanding of the content.
We had to keep the ‘baby’ for a week and always had to have the baby with us, if we were unable
to look after it we had to leave it with a ‘responsible’ person. Miss Frankland would come and
check every day that our egg babies were alive and well. After a week, we were asked if we wanted
to smash the egg or not to see who had formed an attachment with the egg baby. Many of us
enjoyed taking comical pictures to document the week with the egg babies, we were able to trade
an egg that survived for a chocolate Easter egg.
Eleanor and Molly (Year 12 Psychology students)

Year 12 Psychology ‘Egg Babies’

Year 12 Geography Visit
On the 22-24 March, Year 12 students visited Malham in the Yorkshire Dales to carry out fieldwork
for their Independent Investigation. It was an enjoyable experience whereby students had a hands
on approach to learning  in an outdoor environment, making links between different topics,
developing fieldwork skills and critically analyse the investigation procedure. A variety of topics
were explored including the Carbon Cycle, Glaciated Landscapes and 'Place'.



Google Expeditions Workshop

Business Students’ Visit to Covéa
Students studying Level 3 BTEC Business are currently working on Unit
13 – Selection and Recruitment in Business.  One of the businesses that
students have been studying and working with is Covéa, a multinational insurance company with
headquarters in Dean Clough, Halifax.  As Business is a vocational course we believe that it is
important for students to gain real life experiences which result in deeper learning and
understanding of the business world.
We  therefore arranged a fantastic opportunity for students to experience a full recruitment
package including interviews at Covéa on Friday 17 February 2017.  The skills and knowledge that
students  acquired during this afternoon will be applied not only in Unit 13 but will also be very
advantageous when applying for any other courses and jobs in the future.
Covéa kindly structured the interviews to take place at their new location at A & B Mills, Dean
Clough, Halifax.

All our students attended the interview
afternoon and were graded on various
activities throughout the afternoon.  At the
end they were then told whether they would
have been offered a position or not.  Students
found this very useful as it demonstrated their
strengths and where they could improve.
We are extremely grateful to Chris Walton and
his colleagues for organising this afternoon
and look forward to working with them in the
future.                                          Mrs Healey

On Monday 27 March, the Geography department welcomed a representative from Google
Expeditions into our classrooms to conduct a series
of workshops. These workshops were based on a
virtual-reality teaching tool that allowed us to lead
immersive virtual trips all over the world for
example, diving amongst coral reef in The
Caribbean, imagining what it would be like to climb
Mount Everest, investigating the solar system and
exploring The Arctic. The students
involved thoroughly enjoyed this experience.
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Over the last year Archie Dewis has been attending Music Tech
Club and has worked tirelessly to hone his craft as a budding
music producer.  In recent months he has made unbelievable
progress and is now making a name for himself on the Internet via
social media platforms such as Soundcloud and Indaba music.
Archie recently came agonisingly close to winning a competition
on Indaba music for his remix of Verna Harks "Sparkling Blue" - he
ultimately finished in second place (In a worldwide competition
featuring thousands of entries!) however his efforts were duly noted by the judges, and he was
praised for doing so well at only 13 years of age. You can listen to Archie’s music at
www.soundcloud.com/archie-dewis



The Year 9 Football team are the Calderdale Cup Champions after beating Brooksbank Sports
College 2-0 at Brighouse Town Football Club.
Going into the final as underdogs having never beaten Brooksbank, the Calder team were
outstanding throughout. Some excellent defending by Omayr Ali, James Hartley, Archie Dewis
and Julian Pietryszyk ensured that Isaac Shaw, in goal, was rarely troubled throughout the first
half. In fact it was Calder who had the better chances, with both Harry Hazeltine and Jacob
Entwistle forcing saves from the Brooksbank keeper. Just before the stroke of half time Hazeltine
was able to latch onto a through ball and after calmly rounding the defender finished superbly to
give Calder a half time lead. The second half was more of the same, Ben Mulvaney-Johnson and
Diarmuid Pritchard were bossing the midfield and reducing Brooksbank to long range efforts that
mostly went wide or over. With 10 minutes to play, a Mulvaney-Johnson corner was placed onto
the left boot of Entwistle who half-volleyed his strike into the roof of the net. Game over, 2-0.
Well done to all of the lads, an outstanding night, proving that with the right attitude and effort
anything is possible.

Back row (L to R): Ben Fisher; Liam Williams; Omayr Ali; Harry Hazeltine; Isaac Shaw;
Ben Mulvaney-Johnson; Will Simpson; Jacob Entwistle; Hani Paskin-Hussain.

Front row (L to R): Diurmuid Pritchard; Max Rowntree; Julian Pietryszyk; Archie Dewis;
Ben Ormerod; James Hartley; Ethan Hartley

Calder Cup Champions

Meredith Batty competed in the 'British Schools Judo Championships' and
came away with a Bronze medal. As Meredith sets herself the highest
standards she was disappointed with the result, despite a really well-fought
win earlier against the Welsh champion.  However later at the 'British Judo
Council Open Championships' on Sunday 30 April in Kettering she was extremely happy with her
result. Meredith had a really tough group and fought well to achieved a silver. She had trained
hard for this competition and was very pleased that all her hard work had paid off.

British Judo Championships



Competition Prize Winner

The Year 8 boys’ rugby league team has had a
brilliant season this year. They have represented
Calderdale in the English Schools competition,
competing against a very strong Crawshaw
Academy from Leeds.
They were also really competitive in the
Calderdale tournament, finishing third out of six
teams, resulting in an appearance in the plate
final. The boys played Trinity High School at
Brighouse Rangers Rugby League Club. It was a
brilliant game in which Calder High School
overturned an 8 point deficit to win 16-8. There
were some great performances with Tyler
Brocklehurst scoring 2 tries. Jack Marshall also had
an excellent game on his rugby league debut. We
look forward to next year and further success.

Year 8 Boys’ Rugby League

Thomas Bull, A level student and Head Boy at
Calder High School, has won a prize in Lancaster
University’s ‘Lancaster Writing Awards’
competition.  Tom was encouraged to enter the
competition when he attended an interview for
an undergraduate course in Philosophy and
English Literature.  Taking up the challenge, he
submitted a critical essay entitled ‘ “Hypermagical
Ultraomnipotence” – Misconception and Reality
of God According to E. E. Cummings’.
The competition was judged by esteemed literary
critic, Terry Eagleton who described Tom’s essay
as being ‘A notably original, highly intelligent
piece of work on a subject not much investigated,
with some admirably close attention paid to
syntax, punctuation, typography and other formal
aspects of the poetry’, awarding Tom second
prize in this prestigious competition.



Calderdale Children’s Book of the Year
A team of 9 students from Years 7 and 8 have been meeting this year after school in the LRC to
discuss the Calderdale Children's Book of the Year selected book titles. We were given the short
listed books by the Discover Group from Calderdale libraries; the idea was to read them and write
a review. It sounded daunting but as the meetings progressed I told the students that they would
have a day trip to Halifax Town Hall to join discussion groups, take part in quizzes, meet other
schools and meet all four of the authors. We worked together and shared ideas and as this was
after school the students’ commitment was rewarded by cake.

On the day we were all excited (Mrs Bottomley and myself included) as the Town Hall in Halifax
made it a real occasion. The main hall was busy with students and I must congratulate Calder High
students on wearing their uniforms, as they looked exceptionally smart. The day went quickly as
we took part in lots of great activities and listened to fascinating talks from two of the four
authors. Finally came the time to see which of the books students had voted for - Michelle
Harrison, author of The Other Alice was the winner. The students waited nervously to see if their
reviews had been selected by the panel as being particularly interesting - Betsy Mills, Imogen
Thresher, Dan Mateer, Tamlin Draper and Molly Harwood made us proud. We finished with book
signings, chatting with the authors and the mayor before Mr Sutcliffe brought us back to school.
The students’ behaviour was exceptional and I'm looking forward to being part of next year's
activities. Mrs Dales



As part of her external exam project, Year 11 student Zuzanna Pietryszyk studied the work of artist
Loui Jover to influence her development and final pieces for her Art GCSE. She used her brother as
the subject but developed work using similar compositional and stylistic influences.
Miss Hindle, Head of Year 11, sent the artist a message to let him know that he was her inspiration
and he sent a reply: “Wow - that is awesome. Thank you so much. Please pass on my regards also
to your young creative. It pleases me greatly that I am inspiring young artists.“ What a wonderful
boost for Zuzanna from the artist himself!

Calder Student Gets Artist’s Seal Of Approval

GCSE Drama Students
We couldn't be prouder of our GCSE drama students as they finished the course with some
amazing final performances on the 11 and 12 May.
From a hilarious comedy set on 'Benefit street',  where the cast played over 6 roles each, to a
moving, emotional story of 5 people trapped on a London tube, and their back stories of how
they 'weren't supposed to be there'! We laughed, cried and we even time travelled. Great job
Year 11 Drama students - you have done us proud. #WeAreCalder

Loui Jover inspired artwork by Zuzanna PietryszykLoui Jover originals



Year 8 students have been set an extended homework challenge with a masks theme.  Students
researched different masks as a starting point and then designed and made an outcome of their
choice.
“The results were fantastic and it really goes to show what a diverse and talented bunch we have
here at Calder.  I love it on deadline day when the children bring in such a range of outcomes from
the same initial starting point.  As a teacher it is so exciting and there is always a real buzz in the
classroom as the students admire each other’s creations.” N.Oldham  Head of Art

“Masktastic” Homework For Year 8 Artists

Madiya’s Mexican  Masterpiece
Madiya Alyas in Calder High
School’s Sixth Form has taken
inspiration from Mexico for her
latest Art project.  She has
studied the work of Mexican
artist Frida Kahlo to develop a
range of self-portrait
photography and paintings that
really reflect the artists distinctive
identity. Miss Oldham, Head of
Art, said “It was amazing how
much she managed to recreate
the image of Frida Kahlo using
herself as the stimulus.  If I
hadn’t seen her photography I
would have thought it was Frida
herself.  Her attention to detail
was incredible, even painting on

Frida’s famous monobrow for the photography shoot.
Madiya will be leaving us this year to continue on her
creative journey at the University of Huddersfield to
study Contemporary Arts.  We wish her all the luck for
the future”.



Year 10 Photography – Competition success
Our Year 10 students on the new GCSE photography course entered the first photographic
competition organised by the Kirklees College. The brief was to take a portrait that captured their
current generation’s personality, lifestyle, attitudes, beliefs and hopes.
The students submitted a variety of responses to the brief showcasing their creativity and the
technical skills learnt on the course. 25 entries were shortlisted by Kirklees College from all the
schools that entered the competition, with the highest percentage of those coming from Calder
High.
The final was held at Batley School of Art and the winners were announced by the Labour MP for
Batley and Spen, Tracey Brabin, with the top three prizes going to our students. Third prize and
£50 of vouchers went to Pavandeep Hare, second prize and £100 of vouchers to Josie Paramor
and first prize, with his Brexit inspired photograph, to Lucas Greenwood who won a Holga camera
kit, plus half a day in the college’s photographic studio. All students short listed received a
personalised certificate and in addition Tracey Brabin announced she would like to buy the
winning entries for her new office.
We are really proud of all our students for the high standard of work that they submitted. The
competition is set to become an annual event so we will look forward to seeing next year’s entries
and hopefully a clean sweep again.

Josie Paramor second prize

 Lucas Greenwood first prize

Pavandeep Hare third prize



Phoenix Dance Workshop
The amazing Phoenix Dance company and @PTeducation
worked with 30 students Calder High students on Tuesday
27 July, giving them a fantastic experience, learning and
choreographing an exciting dance piece. Calder High
students showed off their talents, as they produced a brilliant performance in just under an hour.
Thanks to Helen Meller and the Hebden Bridge Arts Festival and the Expressive Arts team at Calder
High for supporting and organising the brilliant Phoenix to come into school and work with our
students.

Go to the Expressive Arts twitter page to see videos and snaps of the day.
@CHS_Exparts #WeAreCalder



Activities Day




