
Great 
Danes 



How did the 
Danish kings show 

their power? 
958-1035 



Harald Bluetooth 
King of Denmark 

958-986  
King of part of Norway  

963-974 



South 
Mound  

North 
Mound 

Rune stones 

Church  

Jelling 

Shape of 
enormous ship 



Jelling, Denmark - now 
• Stone marked enclosure in the shape 

of a ship  
• 350 metres in total 
• Rune stones in front of church 

entrance 

 

 



Jelling, Denmark, - 958 
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Jelling, Denmark, - 958 
Great stone-marked ship dominated 

scene 
Small burial chamber stood on the 

enormous North Mound – the South 
Mound was not there, nor was the 

church.  
Giant rune stones were placed there by 

Bluetooth’s farther, Gorm the Old. 
The rune states: 

‘King Gorm made this monument in 
memory of Thrya, his wife, Denmark’s 

adornment’   



Conversion to Christianity 
965 – Bluetooth was baptized as a 

Christian 
Possibly impressed by a priest or 

could not resist the spread 
If Denmark remained Pagan, it would 

encourage attacks from Christian 
kings  

He made 3 powerful statements in 
Jelling to make it known he was now 

Christian. 



Conversion to Christianity 
1. Built wooden church on central axis of ‘ship’ – 

bringing Paganism into the Christian enclosure 
 

2. Body was found in a grave which historians 
believe belongs to Gorm the Old. This means 
Bluetooth reburied his father in a Christian 
manner.  
 

3. Bluetooth ordered a second rune stone to be 
put on the sight which declared: ‘…Harald who 
won for himself all of Denmark and Norway 
and made all the Danes Christian’ 



However, many Vikings continue to pray to 
the old Viking gods. Thor’s hammer 

emblems were still being made/worn. 
Conversion made Christianity the official 

Danish religion.  
Gradual and peaceful transition. 

Priests were appointed, schools started and 
bishops supported royal rule.  

Churches were built and Christian baptisms 
and weddings became the norm.  

 
This was Bluetooth’s most important 

achievement.  



Bluetooth spent the rest of his 
reign trying to secure and 
strengthen his kingdom. 

 
-Created new single kingdom of 

Denmark 
- Exaggerated claim that he ruled 

ALL of Norway – he ruled over Vik in 
the south, but lost it again in 974 



Connecting the nations 
Bluetooth moved the capital from Jelling 

to Roskilde so he could be closer to 
Norway – this became the centre of 

royal power 
Roskilde faces seaways  and allows for 

movement around Danish mainland 
978 – Built oldest known bridge in 

Scandinavia (Ravning Enge) 
Made travel and trade much easier  
hence ‘Bluetooth’ wireless devices = 

connecting people together 



Defending the nation  
Built walls around Hedeby, Ribe and 

Aarhus (coins minted here which 
improved trade) 

Vulnerable point is where it joins 
Germany  

968 -Strengthened long standing 
defences/ramparts which stretched 

over 30km 
974 – Germans beat Bluetooth’s armies 

and captured Hedeby. 
Also lost control of lands in Norway 

 



Dominating  
 

980 – Bluetooth ordered great fort built 
at Trelleborg  

3 more forts across Denmark  
Not just for soldiers but ordinary men, 

women and children 
 

Strange because… 
- Only occupied for a short time 

- Not in the right place to defend 
against invaders 



Forts could have been built to show off 
Bluetooth’s power – enhance prestige and 

impress subjects  
 

Or 
 

Genuine military bases – designed to 
subdue local chieftains and to warn them 
against rebelling against him. Bluetooth 

knew he might face resistance and 
rebellion at any time – these may help to 

stabilise the country  



Defeat and Death 
985/986 – Bluetooth’s OWN SON 
Svein rose in rebellion against him 

Bluetooth died from wounds he 
received in battle. 

Buried in Roskilde Cathedral – as 
requested 

Some believe South Mound at 
Jelling is a memorial to him 



Svein Forkbeard 
King of Denmark  

986 – 1014 
King of most of Norway  

1000 – 1014 
King of England 

His last few weeks in 1014 



Achievements in Denmark 
 

983 – Recaptured Hedeby  
985/6 – seized throne from 

Bluetooth  
He had support from Pagan 

cheifs 
Tolerant of Pagans 

Ended the work-tax that made 
Danes build/repair fortresses 



Achievements in Denmark 
• Continued minting money – trade 
• Expelled German bishops – fear 

of German influence 
• Boosted growth of Christianity – 

invited English Christians to lead 
Church in Denmark 

• Guaranteed security for foreign 
traders   



Opportunities in England 
 

993 – Joined forces with Norwegian 
warrior OLAF TRYGGVASON and 

sailed away with a powerful fleet to 
raid the coast of England. 

Olaf had already attacked England 
in 980s and was paid a Danegeld  
 10,000 pounds of silver to leave 



England = an easy target 
 

England was richer than Denmark 
- but seriously weak at this time 

King Ethelred of England was only 12 
and his reign was full of treachery and 

cowardice from his advisors 
 

Flow of silver from England stopped  in 
970 and Forkbeard needed ensure it 

continued to appease the Jarls who may 
turn against him   



993 – Forkbeard and Olaf raid England 
They raid Sussex and Hampshire 

994 – Ethelred offered Olaf more money 
which he took and returned to Norway 

and ignored partnership with Forkbeard 
 

Olaf then declared himself KING OF 
NORWAY   



New lands in Sweden 
Forkbeard returned to Denmark and 
found a Swedish king called Eric had 

taken control in his absence 
Svein Forkbeard forced Eric back to 
his lands – and when Eric died in 995 
Forkbeard married his widow = very 

brave 
Apparently, she already murdered 

two other kings 



New Lands in Norway  
Marriage was a clever political move – 

Denmark was safe from further Swedish 
attacks 

Forkbeard now turned on Olaf 
Tryggvason in Norway   

5 years at war – finally defeated Olaf in 
1000 

Forkbeard and the King of Sweden 
shared out the lands 

Olaf’s betrayal backfired – Forkbeard 
had more lands than ever before  



Money gained from England + 
new lands in Norway and an 

alliance with Sweden, all 
looked settled. 

 
BAD NEWS FROM ENGLAND 

IN 1002 



Massacre in England 
St Brice’s Day Massacre - 

1002 
Bodies were stripped, 

decapitated and tipped into 
grave  

King Ethelred ordered surprise 
attack on all Danes in England 
- Clearly wanted revenge on 

Forkbeard 



King Svein Forkbeard’s Fury  
He was enraged and over the next 5 years he 

returned to burn and loot England 
 

Between 1003-7  Captured and burned 
Exeter, Wilton, Salisbury, Norwich and 

Thetford,  
He also attacked East Anglia, Kent, Hampshire 

and Reading.  
 

He was bought off with 36,000 of silver - 
These payments of Danegeld rose to 48,000 in 

1012 – consisting of jewellery, church plates 
and coins.  



Treachery of Thorkell the Tall 
1008 – King Ethelred built a defensive fleet – but it 

was lost in a storm 
Viking raids soon reappeared and were led by Thorkell 

the Tall 
 - one of Svein Forkbeard’s most powerful Danish 

Jarls. 
1011 – Raided and burnt Canterbury and took 

Archbishop Aelphege prisoner 
English failed to pay a huge ransom and the 

Archbishop was brutally killed in 1012 by Thorkell’s 
men at a drunken feast 

Thorkell then moved onto attack Mercia. 
THEN! In 1012, Thorkell decided to CHANGE SIDES 

and fight for King Ethelred for 48,000 pounds of 
silver.  



Danish Conquest – 1013 
Huge Danish fleet sailed to England led 

by Forkbeard 
Professional army 

Sensed English resistance was collapsing 
and it was time for a full scale invasion.  
He sailed to the heart of the Danelaw 
and gained support for the Danes who 

declared him their king. 
He then marched south, taking Oxford, 
Winchester and Bath. Only London held 

out – defended by Ethelred and Thorkell. 



However, after the fall of 
Bath – both Thorkell and 
Ethelred fled to France. 

Christmas Day 1013 – 
Without having to fight a 

major battle Svein Forkbeard 
became King of England.  



Svein Forkbeard’s Kingdoms 
Formidable warrior  

Extensive lands 
All set for a great empire 

BUT – died five weeks after 
becoming King of England after 

falling from his horse 
He was buried in Roskilde alongside 

his father. 
 



Cnut the Great 
King of England 

1016-1035 
King of Denmark, Norway 

and part of Sweden by 
1030  



Winning back the crown 
18 years old when he came to 

power 
Forced to return to Denmark 
Upon his return, he found his 

brother had proclaimed himself 
King of Denmark.  

He had to choose which kingdom 
to fight for – he chose England. 

 



1015 – Sizeable army and large fleet (7,000-
10,000 men) 

1016 – Fought a series of battles across 
Southern England 

April 1016 – King Ethelred died and was 
succeeded by Edmund Ironside 

Cnut defeated him at the battle of Ashingdon 
in Essex 

Peace Agreement – Cnut took all England north 
of the River Thames and Edmund would hold 

Wessex.  
Edmund died a few weeks later and by 1016 

Cnut was King of ALL England.   



Taking Control of England  
 

Cnut provided peace – some at a severe cost: 
• Fleet to drive off other Vikings 
• Standing army to defend and crush rebels 
• Geld (tax) on Saxons to pay for armies 
• Executed some Anglo Saxon leaders  
• Replaced leaders and gave lands to Danish 

Jarls = Anglo-Danish aristocracy 
• Strict laws – Danelaw customs 
• Married Ethelred’s widow – Emma as a 

guarantee of peace 



Cnut and the Church 
 

Effort into building good relations 
Treated Pagans with tolerance in 

Scandinavia  
Gave land and relics to monasteries 

Relics = pilgrimage = trade 
Exempted town of Canterbury from geld 
payments as an apology for the murder 

of their Archbishop 
Penance for murder of King Edmund in 

869  



Good relations = benefits 
Pope accepted him as a true 

Christian 
Anglo Saxon archbishops, 

bishops and clergy supported 
him throughout his reign 

New laws and armed forces  
England was in a period of great 

stability  



Cnut = European King 
Little attempt to unite his lands 
– but had an Anglo-Scandinavian 

Empire 
• 1017 - Normandy  
• 1018 - Denmark 
• 1021 - Scania (southern Sweden) 
• 1028 - Norway 
• 1031 -Scotland, surrounding 

islands and Ireland 



Recognition in Rome 
 

Attended coronation of Holy Roman 
Emperor, Conrad II 

Cnut stood shoulder to shoulder 
with Western Christians such as 

kings, dukes, archbishops etc.  
Cnut received recognition as the 
GREAT EUROPEAN MONARCH – 

other than the Holy Roman Emperor. 



The end of an era – 1035 
 

Cnut died in Shaftsbury in 1035 
Buried in Winchester 

Succeeded by first and then another of 
his sons 

Neither had the same skills as king 
By 1042 – they had lost Norway and then 

England 
Edward the Confessor became king.  

The line of the ‘Great Danes’ had ended.  



The End.  


